
Empowered  by Jesus to be His hands and feet, Bethlehem is a caring Community called to be His  
compassionate presence in this world and to build community by reaching out with the  

life-giving Word to those in our neighborhoods who are wearied and burdened by lifeõs demands and 
changing Circumstances. 
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Itôs August and children are going back to school.  Thatôs a bit hard for me to grasp because 
when I went to school, the first day of classes was always after Labor Day.  Be that as it may, the point here is that itôs time 
again for instruction and hopefully the gaining of wisdom. 
In the explanation of Martin Lutherôs Small Catechism, the question is asked: ñWhat does God require of us in the Third 
Commandment (Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy)?  The answer has two parts.  We should 1) hold preaching 
and the Word of God sacred; and 2) gladly hear it, learn it, and meditate on it. 
And that isnôt just in force while taking catechetical instruction.  Too many times I have heard people say that they have 
no need for further study.  They have been confirmed.  They know all that is necessary.  And I would answer that they donôt 
know as much as they think they do. 
Martin Luther says this in his Large Catechism: ñRemember, then, that you must e concerned not only about hearing the 
Word but also about learning and retaining it.  Do not regard it as an optional or unimportant matter.  It is the command-
ment of God, and he will require of you an accounting of how you have heard and learned and honored his Word. 
In the same way those conceited fellows should be chastised who, after hearing a sermon or two, become sick and tired of 
it and feel that they know it all and need no more instruction.  This is precisely the sin that used to be classed among the 
mortal sins and was called acidia ï that is, indolence or satiety ï a malignant, pernicious plague with which the devil be-
witches and befuddles the harts of many so that he may take us by surprise and stealthily take the Word of God away from 
us. 
Let me tell you this.  Even though you know the Word perfectly and have already mastered everything, still you are daily 
under the dominion of the devil, who neither day nor night relaxes his effort to steal upon you unawares and to kindle in 
your heart unbelief and wicked thoughts against all these commandments.  Therefore you must continually keep Godôs 
Word in your heart, on your lips, and in your ears.  For where the hearts stands idle and the Word is not heard, the devil 
breaks in and does his damage before we realize it.  On the other hand, when we seriously ponder the Word, hear it, and put 
it to use, such is its power that it never departs without fruit.  It always awakens new understanding, new pleasure, and a 
new spirit of devotion, and it constantly cleanses the heart and its meditations.  For these words are not idle or dead, but 
effective and living.  Even if no other interest or need drove us to the Word, yet everyone should be spurred on by the reali-
zation that in this way the devil is cast out and put to flight, this commandment is fulfilled, and God is more pleased than by 
any work of hypocrisy, however brilliant.ò 
The Word of God is living and life-giving.  Luther tells us that every time we read it or hear it proclaimed, that living 
Word works on us and in us.  We may not feel any different.  We may not notice any change.  But Godôs Word never re-
turns to Him without accomplishing the purpose for which it was sent.  And sometimes when we read or hear, the light 
comes on and Godôs Word to us becomes clear. 
God never tires of feeding us with His Word.  He never tires of speaking His Word to us.  As school begins once again, 
make a commitment to gladly hear, learn and meditate on Godôs Word so that we all continue to grow up into the Truth 
who is Jesus Christ. 

God comes and invites us to join Him in His house and at His table on a regular basis.  As we  answer His invita-
tion, here is the schedule of worship times this month  

See you there! 

August 6 . . . 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 am 
SERMON TEXT:  Matthew 14:13-21 
SERMON THEME:  ñYou Give Them Somethingò 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 3 with Holy Communion 
10:45 am 
SERMON TEXT:  Matthew 14:13-21 
SERMON THEME:  ñYou Give Them Somethingò 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 3 with Holy Communion 

 
August 13 . . . 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 am 
SERMON TEXT:  Matthew 14:22-33 
SERMON THEME:  ñTake a Walkò 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 4 with Holy Communion  
10:45 am 
SERMON TEXT:  Matthew 14:22-33 
SERMON THEME:  ñTake a Walkò 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 4 with Holy Communion  

 

August 20 . . . 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 am 
SERMON TEXT:  Matthew 15:21ï28 
SERMON THEME:  ñContent with Crumbsò 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 1 with Holy Communion 
10:45 am 
SERMON TEXT:  Matthew 15:21ï28 
SERMON THEME:  ñContent with Crumbsò 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 1 with Holy Communion 

 
August 27 . . . 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 am 
SERMON TEXT:  TBA 
SERMON THEME:  TBA 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 3 with Holy Communion  



Sew Crazy 
Sew Crazy took the month of 
July to finish up working on a 
few projects and plan for the 
upcoming very active Autumn 
and Winter season. 80 + tote 
bags were delivered to the JC 
Public library's Friendly Visi-

tor program (delivering books to home-
bound readers) during the start of July .In 
addition,  last month  founder & current 
President , Donna Pruitt along 
with Bethlehem Lutheran's head elder, 
Scott Pruitt enjoyed a delicious breakfast 
courtesy of the JC Morning Rotary group. 
The group had asked Sew Crazy to at-
tend their Rotary meeting to discuss the 
mission statement and good works Sew 
Crazy has done and continues to per-
form.   
Sew Crazy is back to its regular schedule 
on Saturday, August 19. Itôs the time of 
year when the group starts to work on 
fund raising projects for sale. This year 
we are focusing on: wheelchair & walker 
bags, Alzheimer's activity mats, tote bags 
and dog cots. Sew Crazy is a 5013C not 
for profit organization that requires no 
member ship fee. We work solely from 
donations of supplies to help those in 
need within the Tri-Cities area. Howev-
er, there are a few costs that the group 
must raise funds to cover. Every so of-
ten the group works on a project that sup-
plies need to purchased for. Our fund 
raising helps to cover these costs. Sew 
Crazy is open to anyone who sews, 
would like to learn about sewing or 
who supports our cause! We have an 
awesome potluck lunch at each meet-
ing and an opportunity to meet a group of 
dedicated, passionate, and giving mem-
bers who share laughter alongside fellow-
ship!  
For more information contact: Donna 
Pruitt   (423)434-0424 http://www.sew-
crazy.org/   and like us on Facebook!  

Statistical Report for July 
 

Attendance 8:00 a.m. 10:45 a.m.  Offerings 
 
July 2     28  61 General Fund  $  5,802.00 
     Federwitz Mission $     100.00 
     Shaneyfelt Mission $       32.00 
          
July 9   31     50 General Fund  $  4,851.00 
     Federwitz Mission $       50.00 
     Shaneyfelt Mission $       33.00 
         
July 16     30  57 General Fund  $  3,647.00
     Federwitz Mission $       50.00 
     Shaneyfelt Mission $       34.00 
     Roof Repair  $       50.00 
          
July 23    31  68 General Fund  $  3,291.25
     Shaneyfelt Mission $       34.00 
     Melting Pot  $       25.00 
 
July 30  46  79 General Fund  $  3,945.00 
     Federwitz Mission $       50.00 
     Shaneyfelt Mission $       34.00 
     Melting Pot  $       40.00 
      
Spending Guidelines approved for 2017  $235,347.32 
Offerings needed each week in 2017  $    4,524.00 

 

 

 
IƻǳǊǎ 

The Church office is open  
 

Monday ð Friday  
9:00 a.m. ð 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday:   
9:00 a.m. ð 1:00 p.m. 

 
 

Susan is off on Thursdays 
Pastor is off on Fridays 

Voice mail and e-mails  
are checked regularly. 

IŀǇǇȅ !ǳƎǳǎǘ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎ ǘƻ 
 Anna Banner, 99 years old (1),  

Andrew Joyner (9), Kristi Bisanti (12),  
 Autumn Lyons, Ava Barton  
& Charles Bullock (13),  
Leslie Padgett (15),  

Blaine Donaldson (16), Kirby Fetzer (17),   
David Stratton (21), Courtney Scruggs (23),  
Charlotte Woody (24), Emrie Scruggs (26),   

Henrietta Paulsen (27),  
Bueford Stanley, 89 years old (28),  

Larry Larson (31) 

http://www.sew-crazy.org/%C2%A0%C2%A0
http://www.sew-crazy.org/%C2%A0%C2%A0
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WOW!!! What a busy month of July we had. Leading up to July, on June 30th, we 
drove to Jonesborough for the Jonesborough Days Festival. We played games, lis-
tened to live music, shopped at the vendorôs tables, and got some sweet treats. It was 
a great night for our youth to just hangout before our big trip to New York.  
We met at Bethlehem at 5:30am on Sunday, July 9th and drove all day to New York. 

We stayed at St. Johnôs Lutheran Church. We went sightseeing, served/fed approximately 120 home-
less people in Hoboken, NJ. It was truly a great experience. We left there wanting to stay and help 
more days. We developed relationships and look forward to returning to the shelter.  
On July 22nd,our youth drove out to Sycamore Shoals to watch Scott Pruitt and Elizabeth Treece in a 
reenactment about the Siege at Fort Watauga. It was a great performance!!! The youth are proud of our 
members at Bethlehem.  
On Sunday, August 13th, we are going to the Kingsport Aquatic Center for a back to school pool par-
ty. This invite is for all the youth, jr. youth (infant- 5th grade), and their families. We will leave Beth-
lehem at 1:30 and caravan to the aquatic center. We are opening this up to the Jr. Youth and their fami-
lies as well. Our last meeting will be on Saturday, August 26th. Weôll be writing ñThank Youò cards to 
the congregation and working/sprucing-up our youth group room. Thank you again for all your prayers 
and support. Our trip would not have happened without you. We look forward to sharing how we have 
ministered to others in our thank you cards and Youth Sunday.  

  Month of August at a glance:  
Wednesday, August 2nd----Youth go back to school!!!!!!!!  
Sunday, August 13th------Back to School Family Swim  
 at Kingsport Aquatic Center  
Saturday, August 26th----Youth Meeting  


