Empowered by Jesus to be His hands and feet, Bethlehem is a caring Community called to be His
compassionate presence in this world and to build community by reaching out with the
life-giving Word to those in our neighborhoods who are wearied and burdened by life’s demands and
changing Circumstances.
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Reach Up, Reach In, Reach Out

An epiphany is described as a new insight or “an intuitive grasp of
reality through something (as an event) usually simple and striking an illuminating discovery”. The Epiphany is a day or time of celebration for
many Christian religions because it is the time that Jesus was
revealed or shown to the world.
On the day Jesus was born, not many throughout the lands knew of this
glorious event. Wise men, shepherds, and others came from far away
lands to worship the baby Jesus. It took many days of travel for them to arrive at Jesus’ birthplace. Traveling during this
period was slow and done by riding donkeys, camels, or walking.
There were several wise men that had been sent by King Herod to find the newborn baby Jesus. The wise men “Who
having heard the king, went their way; and behold the star which they had seen in the east, went before them until it
came and stood over where the child was. And seeing the star they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And entering
into the house, they found the child with Mary his mother, and falling down they adored him; and opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts; gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” (St. Matthew 2:9-11)
In some religions and some countries, Epiphany is a day of celebration and is held on January 6th which is the twelfth
day after Christmas. The focus is on the actual mission of Jesus’ arrival on earth which is one of peace and salvation for
all people. Jesus offered salvation to all on earth. It was and still is up to each individual to choose the direction for his
or her own life. In the end, each will be held accountable for his or her choice.
Some countries in South America as well as in Europe call Epiphany day the Three Kings Day or Kings Day. The name
comes from the three kings or wise men sent by Herod to locate the baby Jesus. In some religions and some countries,
the twelve day period from the birth of Jesus to His revelation is considered a time for the celebration called the Epiphany. The period lasts from the birth of Jesus on December 25th through the day Jesus was revealed on January 6th. The
entire period is a time for celebration in various ways.
Throughout the world, Epiphany Day is held mainly on January 6th of the New Year. In some cultures and religions, it is
held on a different day. Throughout the world, different countries celebrate Epiphany Day in various ways. In some cultures and religions, there is baking or partying. No matter what culture, country or religion, the reason to celebrate the
Epiphany remains the same: The celebration of Jesus’ revelation to the people of this world.

Happy January Birthdays to
Veronica Maupin & Barbara Fetzer (1st), Geri Swihart (3), Kerry Swinehart (5th), Elizabeth Treece (6th),
Elisabeth Wudtke, Craig Campbell, & Bill Cupp (7th),
Zach Olsen (8th), June Donaldson (11th),
Phillip Harmon (16th),
Jan Miller & Haven Nutter (20th), Sandi Bailey (25th),
Mary Lee Bowman, Ansley Nutter & Evan Harmon (27)

Notes from the Pastor’s Desk
We are Jesus’ hands and feet.
2019 has come and gone. I could trot out the traditional clichés like time marches on; time waits for no
one; and the older you get the faster time seems to pass. And that’s all true enough.
But I want to focus on another tradition associated with the new year. That tradition is the making of
resolutions. I’ve heard folks talking about it on the radio this week. I’ve been hearing it from people at
the Wellness Center for a month.
Resolutions are good things. To begin a new year with goals and a plan to achieve those goals is a
good practice. The problem is those resolutions are a lot easier to make than they are to keep.
Like I said, I’ve been hearing people talk about that at the Wellness Center for the last month. They’ve
talked about how the attendance will increase in January because of resolutions made. And before the
month is complete, the numbers will fall back to where they were before the new year began.
We, in the Church, could and should talk about resolutions. We all should set goals and make plans to
grow and mature in the faith. Some of those goals might be: to read the Bible on a more consistent basis; to pray more; or to be more regular in attending Bible study and worship.
And those are all good goals. We could even map out plans to achieve those goals. And we should because if we don’t, those goals will never be achieved. But even when we do all of that and commit ourselves to following those plans, we still falter. We still fail.
When that happens, we need to remember God’s Word to us. Ephesians 2:8-10 is a good place to start.
Paul writes that we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. It’s not because of anything we’ve
done. It’s God’s gift to us.
He goes on to write in Ephesians 2:10 that we are God’s workmanship created to do those good works
that God has prepared beforehand for us to do (what those good works are, I’ll talk about next month).
We are His workmanship. God is still at work in us to complete His work in us. He raised us from
death in sin to life in His Son, Jesus Christ, so that He could conform us to the image of His Son. God is
at work to bring to maturity the new creation that we are in Christ.
So, as we make our resolutions this year, remember that God has also made His. And He is faithful.
And He will do it.
Paul writes in Philippians 1:3-6: “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all
of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day
of Christ Jesus.”

God comes and invites us to join Him in His house and at His table on a regular basis. As we answer
His invitation, here is the schedule of worship times this month. See you there!
January 5 . . . 2nd Sunday after Christmas
8:00 am
SERMON TEXT: Ephesians 1:3-14
SERMON THEME: “In Christ”
LITURGY: Divine Service 1 with Holy Communion
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: Ephesians 1:3-14
SERMON THEME: “In Christ”
LITURGY: Divine Service 1 with Holy Communion

January 19 . . . 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
SERMON TEXT: John 1:29-42a
SERMON THEME: “Where Are You Staying?”
LITURGY: Divine Service 4 with Holy Communion
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: John 1:29-42a
SERMON THEME: “Where Are You Staying?”
LITURGY: Divine Service 4 with Holy Communion

January 12 . . . Baptism of our Lord
8:00 am
SERMON TEXT: Romans 6:1-11
SERMON THEME: “Dead and Alive with Christ”
LITURGY: Divine Service 3 with Holy Communion
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: Romans 6:1-11
SERMON THEME: “Dead and Alive with Christ”
LITURGY: Divine Service 3 with Holy Communion

January 26 . . . 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
SERMON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
SERMON THEME: “The Power of God”
LITURGY: Blended with Holy Communion
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
SERMON THEME: “The Power of God”
LITURGY: Blended with Holy Communion

Sew Crazy
Sew Crazy welcomes the
start of 2020 with a new
project - cat hammocks to
benefit the Washington
County Animal shelter.
These are very easy to make - perfect
for the beginner sewing enthusiast as
well as the seasoned veteran. Our next
meeting is: Saturday, Jan. 18, at Bethlehem Lutheran starting at 10 am. The
group has all the supplies along with a
few sewing machines available for
meeting use. Not sure about the group?
Drop by and say hello and we can get
all the details on how to become a
member! Sew Crazy is open to anyone
who sews (or who would like to get
started) and there is no cost.

There is no cost to join us!
For additional information on the
group:
http://www.sew-crazy.org.
We are also active on Facebook

Statistical Report for December
Attendance

8:00 a.m.

10:45 a.m.

December 1

40

44

General Fund
Shaneyfelt Mission
Federwitz Mission
Church Van
Scholarship Fund
Youth Ministry

$ 8,643.00
$ 550.00
$ 500.00
$ 1,100.00
$ 300.00
$
10.00

December 8

45

58

General Fund
Tallmadge Memorial
Church Van

$ 4,212.00
$ 100.00
$
50.00

December 15

52

51

General Fund
Tallmadge Memorial

$ 5,381.11
$
50.00

December 22

44

63

General Fund
Melting Pot

$ 4,078.00
$
60.00

December 29

30

51

General Fund
Shaneyfelt Mission

$ 5,626.00
$
50.00

Advent Services
December 4
34

General Fund

$

442.00

December 11

50

General Fund

$

302.00

December 18

41

General Fund

$

359.00

General Fund
(Both services together)

$ 2,174.00

General Fund

$ 1,166.00

Christmas Eve - 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve – 11:00 p.m.
Christmas Day

The Church office is open

Hours

Monday – Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday:
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

42

118
41

Offerings

Spending Guidelines approved for 2019
Offerings needed each week in 2019

$257,701.00
$ 4,956.00

Spending Guidelines approved for 2020
Offerings needed each week in 2020

$272,805.04
$ 5,246.25

CHRISTMAS Last of this decade
I feel very blessed not to have missed a Christmas on the
organ bench since age thirteen. I could tell hours of
Susan is off on Thursdays
stories only involving December 24 and 25.
Pastor is off on Fridays
Voice mail and e-mails
I did relate to a choir member via email that the first
are checked regularly. Christmas, upon reflection, was chaotic; Mary and Joseph
out of Nazareth and no room for a very young woman to
give birth to her first child. We in the Western tradition still divide time by that Holy night:
Before Christ, or In the year of our Lord.
Huge and heartfelt thanks to our music team: Patty Harmon and Paula Baskin who lead the
Instrumental Ensemble, handbell ringers, choir members, Susan Burkey who performs a miscellany of very crucial tasks in her roles as a staff member and as a musician. We do celebrate
new members, Joshua Weisharr, Tom and Alicia Garst and Peggy Sartoris who were all on
board the night of December 24, as well as Diane Harmon who was in from California.
Wishing all of Bethlehem’s members and friends Godspeed in 2020.
Craig Campbell
Director of Music

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!! December had a lot to offer our youth. A few of our favorite
days from the month of December was going to North Carolina to deliver presents to students at Crossnore School (a foster home/school), caroling with the congregation, the
Christmas play, and going to Dollywood as a group for the day. December was one of
our busiest months of the year. A HUGE “Thank You” to our Sunday School teachers (Ann Larson, Misty
Whaley, Susan Burkey, and Annie Whaley) who have worked really hard with our junior youth to create a beautiful Christmas Program. January will be another busy month. On Sunday, January 5th we’ll head over the
Bristol Motor Speedway in Lights to skate at their indoor skating rink as a group from 6-8pm. On Saturday, January 18th, we’re going to head over to Milligan College to see Halie Padgett basketball against Columbia International. Halie has done amazing things with the basketball team at Milligan College. Going to see her play is
just one of many ways we can show Halie our support from the church. If you would like to join us…please
do. The more the merrier. On Sunday, January 26th, we are going to watch “War Room” in the youth room
downstairs. War Room is about a family with great jobs, a beautiful daughter (Alena Pitts) and a dream house,
the Jordans seem to have it all. Appearances can be deceiving, however, as husband Tony (T.C. Stallings) flirts
with temptation and wife Elizabeth (Priscilla Shirer) becomes increasingly bitter, crumbling under the strain of a
failing marriage. Their lives take an unexpected turn for the better when Elizabeth meets her newest client, Miss
Clara (Karen Abercrombie), who encourages the couple to find happiness through prayer. Our youth will really
dig deep in the importance of prayer in their own personal lives. Lastly, Dr. Whaley and I are excited about
starting a Bible study on the Apologetics with the youth during the Sunday school. We will keep everyone informed on how the study is going with the youth in every newsletter. Thanks again for your continued prayers
and support.

Month of January at a glance:
Sunday, January 5th………..Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:15am
Sunday, January 5th………..Bristol Motor Speedway in Light Skating Party 6-8
Sunday, January 12th………Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:15am
Saturday, January 18th…..…Milligan Basketball game to Cheer Halie Padgett on from 2-4
Sunday, January 19th……... Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:15am
Sunday, January 26th…….... Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:15am
Sunday, January 26th…...…..Movie Night in the Youth Room from 6:30-8:30

Serving This Month
8:00 a.m.
ELDER OF THE MONTH: Ted Wilson
& Larry Larson

1/5

10:45 a.m.
ELDER OF THE MONTH:
James Wudtke

USHERS

USHERS

Roy Knispel

John Port

Robert Woody'

Ben Wohlford

Ted Wilson
1/12

1/19

1/26

Roy Knispel

Lee Talbert

Adam DeMello

Robb Whaley

Robert Woody

Silas Whaley

Roy Knispel

John Port

Adam DeMello

Tim Treece

Tom Watson

Dylan Treece

Roy Knispel

Lee Talbert

Ann Larson

Ben Wohlford

Larry Larson

Bob Wohlford

Altar Guild for January: Ann Larson & Marie Wilson

THANK YOU FROM THE CHURCH STAFF
We want to express our sincere thanks and appreciation for your kind remembrances and generosity this
past Christmas. We are truly appreciative of your
gifts. It is our joy and privilege to serve at Bethlehem
in our various capacities. Our wish for all of you is a
blessed New Year as we all work together to be the hands and feet of
Jesus in our church, community and beyond.
In Christ,

Pastor, Susan, Craig, David and John

29
Hand Bell Practice,
5:45 p.m.
Ensemble Practice,
6:30 p.m.

22
Hand Ball Practice,
5:45 p.m.
Ensemble Practice,
6:30 p.m.
Instruction Class, 7:00
p.m.

15
Hand Bell Practice,
5:45 p.m.
Ensemble Practice,
6:30 p.m.
Instruction Class, 7:00
p.m.

30

23

16

9

2

1

8
Hand Bell Practice,
5:45 p.m.
Board of Directors,
6:00 p.m.
Ensemble Practice,
6:30 p.m.
Instruction Class, 7:00
p.m.

Thu

Wed

Circuit Visitors Conference in Memphis

28
Ladies Bible Study,
10:00 a.m.

14
Ladies Bible Study,
10:00 a.m.

26
27
Worship, 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study, Sunday
School & Confirmation
Class, 9:15 a.m.
Choir Practice, 10:15
a.m.
Worship, 10:45 a.m.

13
Hands Up Board, 4:00
p.m.

12
Worship, 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study, Sunday
School, & Confirmation, 9:15 a.m.
Choir Practice, 10:15
a.m.
Worship, 10:45 a.m.

7

21

6
Sabine Hill Colonial
Dancers Rehearsal in
the Fellowship Hall
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

5Worship, 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study, Sunday
School, & Confirmation, 9:15 a.m.
Choir Practice, 10:15
a.m.
Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Take down the Christmas decorations after

Tue

19Worship, 8:00 a.m.
20
Bible Study, Sunday
School, & Confirmation
9:15 a.m.
Choir Practice, 10:15
a.m.
Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Mon

Sun

31

24
Devotions & Lunch at
the Melting Pot, 11:00
a.m.

17

10

3

Fri

25
Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study, 9:00 a.m.
East TN Zone LWML
Board Meeting,
Seymour, TN, 9:00
a.m.

18
Sew Crazy, 10:00 a.m.
– 2:00 p.m.

11

4

Sat

Look for Baby Bottles in the Narthex
this month.

