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Reach Up, Reach In, Reach Out

Church: 423-926-5261

Annual Chili Cook-Off
Sunday, February 2,
After late worship service
The annual Chili Cook-off will take place on February 2nd, and we need lots of pots of chili for
everyone to taste and select the winner in this fun event. This is another major fund raiser for the
Youth Group and it seems the competition gets stiffer each year. We look forward to YOUR
participation. This event will take place after the late service. If you don’t make chili, please plan
to stay for lunch and cast your vote and bring your favorite salad or dessert.

FAQs About Lent

What Is Lent?

What is Lent? Learn about this 40-day season of the church year leading up to
Easter (Note: Lent 2020 begins on Wednesday, February 26.)

Q: What is the significance of Lent?

A: Early in the Church’s history, the major events in Christ’s life were observed with
special observances, such as His birth, baptism, death, resurrection and ascension. As
these observances developed, a period of time was set aside prior to the major events
of Jesus’ birth and resurrection as a time of preparation.
During Lent, the Church’s worship assumes a more penitential character. The color
for the season is purple, a color often associated with penitence. The “Hymn of
Praise” is omitted from the liturgy. The word “Alleluia” is usually omitted as well. By not using the alleluia–a
joyful expression meaning “Praise the Lord”–until Easter, the Lenten season is clearly set apart as a distinct time
from the rest of the year. Additionally, it forms a powerful contrast with the festive celebration of Jesus’
resurrection when our alleluias ring loud and clear.
Finally, the penitential character of Lent is not its sole purpose. In the ancient Church, the weeks leading up to
Easter were a time of intensive preparation of the candidates who were to be baptized at the Easter vigil on Holy
Saturday. This time in the Church’s calendar was seen as an especially appropriate time for Baptism because of
the relationship between Christ’s death and resurrection and our own in Holy Baptism (see Romans 6:1-11).
This focus would suggest that the season of Lent serves not only as a time to meditate on the suffering that
Christ endured on our behalf but also as an opportunity to reflect upon our own Baptism and what it means to
live as a child of God.
Continued on last page…..

Notes from the Pastor’s Desk
We are Jesus’ hands and feet.
I had a Circuit Visitors Conference in Memphis earlier this week. You probably don’t know what a circuit visitor is.
We used to be called circuit counselors. That may not be helpful and that’s okay. That’s really a topic for another
time.
What I really want to talk about is this. While I was driving to Memphis, I saw a billboard display that began with
these words: “A real Christian . . .” In my experience, that phrase always introduces a judgment about what as real
Christian does or doesn’t do (always in comparison to others).
While there might be much that is wrong with that phrase, the most glaring is first the word “real.” It implies that
there are levels of Christianity – like the minor leagues and major leagues in baseball. Both leagues are full of baseball players, but the major league has the better players.
The second is that a Christian is defined by what they do. My words and actions become the evidence that confirms
my identity as a Christian. And while Scripture does tell us that a tree is known by its fruit, it’s the nature of the tree
that is really the key.
David is described as a man after God’s own heart. And yet he was an adulterer and a murderer. Moses was also a
murder. St. Paul knew the good that he should do, the good he wanted to do, and he ended up doing the things he hated. If we applied the “real” Christian standard to them, then none of them would measure up.
So what is the mark of a real Christian? We go back to the tree and its nature. David, Moses and St. Paul all, like
Abraham, believed God and it was credited to them as righteousness. We have been saved by grace through faith in
Jesus Christ. We are justified by grace through faith.
In Baptism, we were united together with Jesus in His death and life. We died with Him. More specifically, our sinful nature was put to death so that we could be raised to new life – so that we could be given a new nature. By the
power of God’s Word at work through the waters of Baptism, we died to sin so that we could be raised to new life in
Christ.
But we, like David and Moses and Paul, remain saint and sinner at the same time. The Spirit who lives in us
(together with the new man created in us) is at war with our sinful flesh. That sinful flesh is at work, in us as it was in
Paul, to cause us to do those things we hate.
So another mark of a real Christian is confession. Those struggles take us daily back to the cross where Jesus shed
His blood for the forgiveness of our sins. We go back to the cross and confess our absolute dependence upon God’s
mercy revealed in the saving work of Christ to rescue us from the chains of sin and death.
A real Christian points, not to their own works, but to those of Christ. We point to His perfect life and sacrificial
death that paid the price to set us free from the punishment that our sin deserves. We point to Christ and the hope that
is ours in the resurrection that He shares with us.
A real Christian points to their works, not as evidence of their righteousness, but as evidence of God’s continued
work of grace as He works to complete in our flesh all that we have received from Him by faith. We see His fruit and
rejoice in His faithful work to fulfill His promise and conform us to the image of His Son.

God comes and invites us to join Him in His house and at His table on a regular basis. As we answer
His invitation, here is the schedule of worship times this month. See you there!
February 2 . . . 4th Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
SERMON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
SERMON THEME: “The Power of God”
LITURGY: Divine Service 1 with Holy Communion
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
SERMON THEME: “The Power of God”
LITURGY: Divine Service 1 with Holy Communion

February 16 . . . 6th Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
SERMON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
SERMON THEME: “Fellow Workers”
LITURGY: Divine Service 4 with Holy Communion
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
SERMON THEME: “Fellow Workers”
LITURGY: Divine Service 4 with Holy Communion

February 9 . . . 5th Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
SERMON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
SERMON THEME: “The Crucified”
LITURGY: Divine Service 3 with Holy Communion
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
SERMON THEME: “The Crucified”
LITURGY: Divine Service 3 with Holy Communion

February 23 . . . Transfiguration Sunday
8:00 am
SERMON TEXT: Matthew 17:1-9
SERMON THEME: “Terrified”
LITURGY: Blended with Holy Communion
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: Matthew 17:1-9
SERMON THEME: “Terrified”
LITURGY: Blended with Holy Communion

Sew Crazy
Sew Crazy celebrates
Valentine's Day by
spreading our love of
sewing with others as we
start on a new project pillowcases for H.O.P.E.
H.O.P.E. (Help Our Potential Evolve) is
an organization of young people who
help those in need with projects and
actions. For this endeavor, the youth
involved with H.O.P.E. will be delivering
pillowcases to children & teens who are
entering the foster care system as a
way to carry their personal belongings.
Sew Crazy is also participating in the
Million Pillow Case Challenge with
H.O.P.E. being the chosen charity.
Pillowcases are fun and easy to sew!
Perfect the beginner to try out sewing.
All supplies will be provided and we
have a few sewing machines for
meeting use if you do not have one. At
the January meeting, Sew Crazy
donated 77 sets of pj bottoms /tops to
Kristen Trivette from the Washington
County Isaiah 117 House. Kristen
informed the group of how the program
works and the many needs it has.
Sew Crazy is open to all who sew or
who would like to! Next meeting:
Saturday, Feb. 15 from 10am - 2pm.

There is no cost to join us!
For additional information on the
group:
http://www.sew-crazy.org.
We are also active on Facebook

Statistical Report for Janaury

Attendance

8:00 a.m.

10:45 a.m.

January 5

38

49

General Fund
Federwitz Mission
Church Van

$ 9,170.00
$
50.00
$ 200.00

January 12

46

65

General Fund
Roof Replacement

$ 4,953.00
4 100.00

January 19

37

60

General Fund
Social Ministry
Melting Pot
Roof Replacement

$ 2,985.00
$ 230.00
$
70.00
$ 100.00

January 26

49

55

General Fund
Melting Pot
Federwitz Mission
Social Ministry
Concordia Seminary

$ 3,487.00
$
50.00
$ 100.00
$ 860.00
$ 100.00

Spending Guidelines approved for 2020
Offerings needed each week in 2020

Offerings

$272,805.04
$ 5,246.25

Mormon Study:
Our third session on
The Mormons will be on
Saturday, March 7th in the
Fellowship Hall at 9AM.
This session will focus on the
question, is the Church of
Jesus Christ of the Latter Day
Saints a Christian r
eligion? These sessions are
open to everyone so why not come and bring a friend?

East Tennessee Zone Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League
Christian Life Workshop

You are invited to attend the LWML Christian Life Workshop to be held Saturday, April, 4, 2020, at Faith Lutheran Church in Oak Ridge . All ladies are welcome – membership in LWML is not required. The day will begin with registration and coffee at 9:00 a.m. The program will begin at 9:30 a.m. Our focus will
be on our mission as Christian servants under the theme “Mission: Possible!”
based on Titus 3:4-8.

The Church office is open

Hours

Monday – Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday:
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Susan is off on Thursdays
Pastor is off on Fridays
Voice mail and e-mails
are checked regularly.

In addition, we will have an ingathering of items for the Oak Ridge elementary school Family Resource Center.
Each LWML group will bring specific
items which will then be used to assemble kits. Lunch will be provided
by the ladies of Faith (a free will offering will be accepted). Please join us
for a relaxing day of fun, fellowship
and learning!
If you are interested, please contact
Ann Larson or Susan Burkey before
March 27th. Let’s fill up the church
van and have a great day!!

On Saturday, January 18th, we went over to Milligan College to see Halie
Padgett basketball against Columbia International. Halie has done amazing
things with the basketball team at Milligan College. Going to see her play is just
one of many ways we can show Halie our support from the church. Our youth
loved watching her play. Halie was so appreciative that we were able to come out and cheer her
on. On Sunday, January 26th, we spent time numbering cups for the The Chili Bowl Fundraiser. It is
one of our biggest fundraisers of the year and will be on Sunday, February 2 nd. We also watched the
Christian movie “Facing the Giants” in the youth room downstairs. “Facing the Giants” is a 2006
American Christian drama sports film directed by and starring Alex Kendrick. The supporting cast was
composed of volunteers from Sherwood Baptist Church, and it is the second film that Sherwood Pictures has done. Shot in Albany, Georgia, the film relates an underdog story about American football
from a Christian worldview. Lastly, Dr. Whaley and I are excited about the progress of our Bible study
on the Apologetics with the youth during the Sunday school. We will keep everyone informed on how
the study is going with the youth in every newsletter. We will meet every Sunday in the youth room
from 9:15-10:15am. Also, we’ll be serving food to families through Family Promise on Friday, February 7th from 6-9pm. We look forward to sharing God’s love through this simple act of kindness. We’ll
also have a youth meeting on Sunday, February 16th from 6:30-8:30. Thanks again for your continued
prayers and support.
Month of February at a glance:
Sunday, February 2nd………..Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:15am
Sunday, February 2nd………..Chili Bowl Fundraiser following the 2nd service
Friday, February 7th…………Serving Dinner at Family Promise from 6-9pm
Sunday, February 9th………. Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:15am
Sunday, February 16th…………. Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:15am
Sunday, February 16th……………..Youth Group Meeting from 6:30-8:30 at Bethlehem
Sunday, February 22nd………….. Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:15am

Serving This Month
8:00 a.m.
ELDER OF THE MONTH: Ted Wilson
& Larry Larson
USHERS
2/5

2/9

2/16

2/23

10:45 a.m.
ELDER OF THE MONTH:
Frank deNobriga
USHERS

Roy Knispel

John Port

Tom Watson

Silas Whaley

Ted Wilson

Robb Whaley

Roy Knispel

Lee Talbert

Adam DeMello

Tim Treece

Robert Woody

Dylan Treece

Roy Knispel

John Port

Adam DeMello

Bob Wohlford

Tom Watson

Ben Wohlford

Robert Woody

Lee Talbert

Ann Larson

Robb Whaley

Larry Larson

Silas Whaley

Altar Guild for February: Jan Turner and Linda Kassem

DO YOU ENJOY
SUNDAY MORNING
SNACKS?
Yes, don’t we all!!!!
Did you know it costs
between $40 - $50 each
week to purchase the food? If you would
like to furnish something on Sunday
morning, it would be most appreciated. Just
let Susan know so that food is not purchased
unnecessarily.
WE USE A LOT OF
COPY PAPER
We use at least 1,000 sheets of
8-1/2 x 14 paper in a one month period – not counting a 5th
Sunday blended service or
mid-week services, etc. If you are out and about
and find copy paper on sale, why not purchase a
ream for the office. It would be most appreciated
and would help to keep
office expenses down. Thank you.

Bible Study, Sunday
School & Confirmation
Class, 9:15 a.m.
Choir Practice, 10:15
a.m.
Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Pot-luck lunch after the
late service

23Worship, 8:00 a.m. 24

Bible Study, Sunday
School, & Confirmation 9:15 a.m.
Choir Practice, 10:15
a.m.
Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Youth Group, 6:30

Board of Directors,
6:00 p.m.
Ensemble Practice,
6:30 p.m.
Instruction Class, 7:30
p.m.

Ladies Bible Study,
10:00 a.m.

p.m.
Ash Wednesday Service with Holy Communion, 7:00 p.m.

26 Lent Supper, 6:00

Hand Ball Practice,
5:45 p.m.
Ensemble Practice,
6:30 p.m.
Instruction Class, 7:30
p.m.

25

6

27

20

12Hand Bell Practice, 13
5:45 p.m.

19

Ladies Bible Study,
10:00 a.m.

Hands Up Board, 4:00
p.m.
LWML “Gal-intines”
Night @ Smokey
Bones,
6:00 p.m.

Bible Study, Sunday
School, & Confirmation, 9:15 a.m.
Choir Practice, 10:15
a.m.
Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Circuit Meeting @
Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.

11

10

9Worship, 8:00 a.m.

Hand Bell Practice,
5:45 p.m.
Ensemble Practice,
6:30 p.m.
Instruction Class, 7:30
p.m.

5

Wed

18

Family Promise, 5:30
p.m.

Fellowship Hall in Use
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Sabine Hill Colonial
Dancers Rehearsal in
the Fellowship Hall
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Bible Study, Sunday
School, & Confirmation, 9:15 a.m.
Choir Practice, 10:15
a.m.
Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Chili Cook-off after the
late service

16Worship, 8:00 a.m. 17

4

Tue

3

Mon

2Worship, 8:00 a.m.

Sun

Thu

Devotions & Lunch at
the Melting Pot, 11:00
a.m.

28

Men’s Bible Study &
Breakfast, 9:00 a.m.

29

22

Sew Crazy, 10:00 a.m.
– 2:00 p.m.

21

15
Fellowship Hall in use,
8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Deaf Group in the Fellowship Hall, 2 -7 p.m.

8

Mormon Class, 9:00
a.m.

1

Sat

14

Family Promise, 5:30
p.m.

7

Fri

Will he or Won’t he? More winter or spring on
the way…. Find out February 2nd

What is Lent? Continued...
Q: Do Lutherans have to give up something for Lent as some other denominations require?

A: From the perspective of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, “giving something up for Lent” is entirely
a matter of Christian freedom. It would be wrong, from our perspective, for the church to make some sort of
“law” requiring its members to “give something up for Lent,” since the Scriptures themselves do not require
this. If, on the other hand, a Christian wants to give something up for Lent as a way of remembering and
personalizing the great sacrifice that Christ made on the cross for our sins, then that Christian is certainly
free to do so—as long as he or she does not “judge” or “look down on” other Christians who do not choose
to do this.

Q: What is the significance of Ash Wednesday and ashes on the forehead?
A: Lutheran Worship: History and Practice, a commentary on Lutheran Worship, one of our Synod’s
hymnals, says this about ashes on Ash Wednesday:

“Other customs may be used, particularly the imposition of ashes on
those who wish it. This ancient act is a gesture of repentance and a
powerful reminder about the meaning of the day. Ashes can symbolize
dust-to-dustness and remind worshipers of the need for cleansing,
scrubbing and purifying. If they are applied during an act of kneeling,
the very posture of defeat and submission expresses humility before God.”
The use of ashes on Ash Wednesday is a more recent custom among most LCMS congregations, although
some have done it for decades. The ashes are usually derived from the burned palms from the previous Palm
Sunday. Experience will show, however, that in obtaining ashes this way, it doesn’t take many ashes to “ash”
a whole congregation. Like sin, they are very dirty and go a long way. One palm leaf will produce enough
ashes for several years. Usually the pastor takes the ashes on the end of his thumb and makes the sign of the
cross on the forehead of each worshiper, saying these words: “Remember: you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.” This follows most effectively prior (or as part of) the Service Corporate Confession and
Absolution on pp. 290-291 of Lutheran Service Book.
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Happy February Birthdays to
Hollis Davidson & Marlene Otto (5th),
Kristen Turner, Tanya Harmon & Sveta Harmon (12th),
Phillip Joyner (17th), Nate Miller & Melanie Casey (18th),
Misty Lyons (20th), Annie Whaley (22nd),
Elda Eggers & Don Woomer (24th),
Tom Watson & Ben Hazlett (27th),
Jan Turner & James Davidson (28th)

