Empowered by Jesus to be His hands and feet, Bethlehem is a caring Community called to be His
compassionate presence in this world and to build community by reaching out with the
life-giving Word to those in our neighborhoods who are wearied and burdened by life’s demands and
changing Circumstances.
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

201 E. Watauga Avenue
Johnson City, TN 37601
Rev. Steven Harmon, Pastor

April 2020, Volume XX, No. 4

Reach Up, Reach In, Reach Out

Church: 423-926-5261

All Services at Bethlehem have been
cancelled due to the corona virus.
We will continue

live streaming the
Sunday services
on Facebook at 10:45 a.m.

each Sunday morning through the month
of April.
We will offer

Holy Communion
on Maundy Thursday from
10:00 a.m. – Noon, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. & 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
No more than 10 people will be in the
Sanctuary at one time.
You must call or email the church office and
schedule a time to come.
You are asked to enter through the Fellowship Hall door
and exit through the Welbourne Street door.

THANKS TO ALL

who have continued so faithfully with your
tithes and offerings through the on-line
giving, US mail and dropping by the
church office. Even with the pandemic,
we still have expenses to be met and your
faithfulness is truly amazing. God is good
all the time!

Notes from the Pastor’s Desk
We are Jesus’ hands and feet.
The last few weeks have been difficult and filled with uncertainty. Even with all the information available, it’s still impossible to predict what’s going to happen as a result of the
COVID19-virus.
Many folks are advising patience and restraint. If it’s not essential (no matter what it might be)
don’t do it. Keep washing your hands. Practice social distancing. And that’s all good.
But none of that brings peace. To find rest and peace in uncertain times, we need to look to our
Prince of Peace. We need to fix our eyes (and our hope) on Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
When things seem out of control, we need to remember that we have been anchored to the Rock
of our salvation. In Baptism, we were joined together with Jesus. We have been joined together
with Jesus in His resurrection – in His victory over sin and death. Our future is secure, in spite of
what the coronavirus might do. The empty tomb is the guarantee.
God comes and invites us to join Him in His house and at His table on a regular basis.
During this time of restrictions, we will be

live streaming our worship service at 10:45 am each Sunday.

We are fortunate that the call for distancing does not prevent us from worshipping together. As
we answer God’s invitation, here is the schedule of worship times in April. See you there!
April 5 . . . 5th Sunday in Lent
Live Stream
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT:
SERMON THEME: “”
LITURGY: Divine Service 3
April 12 . . . Easter Sunday
Live Stream
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: Matthew 28:1-10
SERMON THEME: “Do Not be Afraid”
LITURGY: Divine Service 4
April 19 . . . 2nd Sunday of Easter
Live Stream
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: John 20:19-31
SERMON THEME: “Peace be with You”
LITURGY: Divine Service 1
April 26 . . . 3rd Sunday of Easter
Live Stream
10:45 am
SERMON TEXT: Luke 24:13-35
SERMON THEME: “Stay with Us”
LITURGY: Divine Service 3

Statistical Report for March
Attendance

8:00 a.m.

10:45 a.m.

Offerings

March 1

39

78

General Fund
Federwitz Mission
Social Ministry $

$ 6,524.50
$
50.00
110.00

March 8

39

62

General Fund
Federwitz Mission

$ 4,856.05
$
50.00

March 15

30

44

General Fund
Federwitz Mission

$ 2,001.00
$
50.00

March 22

No Services

General Fund

$

March 29

No Services

General Fund
Melting Pot

$ 4,862.00
120.00

On-line Giving in March

730.00

$ 1,955.00

LENTEN SERVICES
March 4

43

General Fund

$

240.00

March 11

55

General Fund

$

924.00

March 18 – Service Cancelled
March 25 – Service Cancelled
Spending Guidelines approved for 2020
Offerings needed each week in 2020

$272,805.04
$ 5,246.25

East Tennessee Zone Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League
Christian Life Workshop

You are invited to attend the LWML Christian Life Workshop to be held Saturday, April, 4, 2020, at Faith Lutheran Church in Oak Ridge . All ladies are welcome – membership in LWML is not required. The day will begin with registration and coffee at 9:00 a.m. The program will begin at 9:30 a.m. Our focus will
be on our mission as Christian servants under the theme “Mission: Possible!”
based on Titus 3:4-8.

The Church office is open

Hours

Monday – Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday:
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Susan is off on Thursdays
Pastor is off on Fridays
Voice mail and e-mails
are checked regularly.

In addition, we will have an ingathering of items for the Oak Ridge elementary school Family Resource
Center. Each LWML group will
bring specific items which will then
be used to assemble kits. Lunch will
be provided by the ladies of Faith (a
free will offering will be accepted).
Please join us for a relaxing day of
fun, fellowship and learning!

If you are interested, please contact
Ann Larson or Susan Burkey before
March 27th. Let’s fill up the church
van and have a great day!!

Hey everyone!!! I hope everyone is having a great month so far. At this time, our
youth will not be meeting in the month of April per advisement from the Board of
Directors and state legislators. However, after speaking with our youth over the
phone… many of them have asked me to forward some of my nightly devotionals
to the newsletter. These nightly devotionals have led to some great conversations amidst the pandemic we are faced with at this time. We hope that the following devotion will give you peace during
Easter and the month of April:
"fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help
you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand." Isaiah 41:10. I know that some of us might
struggling today, and most likely some have been struggling for some time now! Let this verse
bring you peace! Don't be afraid or dismayed because God is with you and he will give you
strength to battle whatever it is you are going through! The devil wants to separate you from
God and get you to doubt His love, but Jesus wants you to lean on him and rely on him! When
you finally let go and rely on him he will hold you firm with his righteous right hand! So no matter
what you are going through in your life, completely rely on God and allow him to walk with you
through the struggle or pain! Rest in His Embrace! Just be still and know you are loved by God!
Be obedient to Him and let Him guide you through this season of your life! The youth love you
all and appreciate you!

WE CONTINUE TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF
JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY
THE MELTING
POT

Thanks to all who came out on
March 27th and prepared brown
paper sacks full of food for The
Melting Pot. A total of 160 were
distributed on that day and the
extras were taken to the Haven of
Mercy. Those who came to pick
up the meal were encouraged to
take it with them and no more than
10 people were allowed to enter
the building at one time. We
would assume that the same
procedure will take place in April.

THE OUTDOOR
FOOD PANTRY

is certainly being utilized during this
trying time. It is filled up each day
and is usually empty the next
morning. Thanks to all who have
been so generous in bringing food to
the office. We have also received
many comments from people passing
by thanking us for this service as
well as asking if they can bring food
items to help stock the shelves.

THE ESTHERMARY CIRCLE

also expresses thanks for the
1,500 diapers you contributed
for The River. That is truly
amazing and very much
appreciated by the moms and
babies that are served by this
agency. Thanks to Becky
Kueck for taking the diapers to
The River.

Happy April Birthdays to

Chris Talbert (2), Brian Minor & Fielding Allen (8),
Wanda Burrow (10),
Dylan Treece, Ben Wohlford, David Nutter & Phil Minor (11),
Kevin Kiefaber & Nicholas Leone (12), Carolyn DeMello (17),
Patricia Everhart (18), Joshua Simmons (20),
Ann Howland (21), Michael Talbert (23), Michael Parrott (25),
Blaine Turner, Mark Sirois & Tim Heinen (26)

