
Empowered  by Jesus to be His hands and feet, Bethlehem is a caring Community called to be His  
compassionate presence in this world and to build community by reaching out with the  

life-giving Word to those in our neighborhoods who are wearied and burdened by life’s demands and 
changing Circumstances. 
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Johnny Neal 

Annie Whaley 

Sarah Treece 

Elisabeth Wudtke 

Ava Barton 

Johnny is graduating from David Crockett High School.   

Sarah is graduating from Science Hill High School.  She 
will be attending the United States Air Force Academy  
to study Aeronautical Engineering. 

Annie is a Home School Graduate. She will be  
attending ETSU in the fall. She is leaning towards 
studying Law. 

Elisabeth is graduating from TCAT with a license in phlebotomy.  She will be 
transferring to Northeast State Community College in the fall. 

Ava is graduating  with honors from James Madison University with a BS in Communication 
Sciences and Disorders.  She will be attending JMU in the fall to earn her Masters in Speech and 
Language Pathology. 



Notes from the Pastor’s Desk 
We are Jesus’ hands and feet. 

 
 

As we enter the month of May, the one word that may sum up the response to the coronavirus is CAUTION!  As the “Slow the 
Spread” guidelines have been lifted and states begin the process of re-opening, begin cautious and taking things slowly seems to be the 
wisdom of the day.  And that’s okay.  The guidelines that we are following as we re-open the sanctuary for public worship follow that 
same wisdom. 

Keep your distance.  Don’t shake hands.  Wear a facemask.  With fewer people out (unless your at Home Depot or Lowes), keeping 
your distance has been pretty easy.  I haven’t be shaking hands and probably won’t for the time being.  But I haven’t been wearing a 
mask out in public. 

So, I wonder what people might be thinking of me when I am out in public (usually at Home Depot) and not wearing a mask.  How do 
I score on the coronavirus protocol?  And do I really care? 

Ultimately, we’re dealing with matters of conscience.  One size doesn’t fit all.  Some will go above and beyond in adhering to the 
physical distancing guidelines.  Others, not so much or not at all.  And there will be a whole lot of folks in between. 

Romans 14 is instructive for us as we move forward in the process of re-opening.  For the next couple of months, we will take a closer 
look at what God is speaking to us through Paul.  We will begin with Romans 14:1-4. 

“Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters.  One man’s faith allows him to eat everything, but 
another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables.  The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and 
the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him.  Who are you to judge someone 
else’s servant?  To his own master he stands or falls.  And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.” 

Some things I notice right away are these: (1) accept others without passing judgment on disputable matters; (2) don’t condemn others 
whose response is not like yours, because God accepts them; and (3) we will stand because the Lord is able to make us stand. 

That Jesus is the way, the truth and the life is not a disputable matter.  That there is salvation in no other name than Jesus Christ is not 
a disputable matter.  That we are all saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ is not a disputable matter.  What we choose to eat and 
drink or whether to wear masks or not are disputable matters.  My salvation is not in jeopardy whether I choose to wear a mask or not. 

Caution comes into play here as well.  Guard against passing judgment on those whose response to the re-opening of America is not 
like yours.  Some are probably moving faster than you and others much slower. 

Wherever you are on that spectrum, we, who are members of the Body of Christ, have all been accepted by God.  In the midst of all 
the differences, we are united together in Christ. 

And finally, we will stand because Christ causes us to stand.  We don’t stand on opinions or logical arguments.  We certainly don’t 
stand on our emotions.  We stand on God’s Word alone.  It is certain and sure.  It is truth.  It is steadfast and never changing.  We stand 
in and with Christ who is the Living Word of God. 

Don’t lose sight of that in the months ahead as we grapple with what it means to re-open America. 

God comes and invites us to join Him in His house and at 
His table on a regular basis.   

During this time of restrictions, we will be  
live streaming our worship service at  

10:45 am each Sunday.   
We are fortunate that the call for distancing does not prevent 
us from worshipping together.  As we answer God’s invita-
tion, here is the schedule of worship times. See you there! 

May 3 . . . 4th Sunday of Easter 
8:00 am 

SERMON TEXT:  John 10:1-10 
SERMON THEME:  “Know His Voice” 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 4 w/ Com-
munion 

10:45 am 
SERMON TEXT:  John 10:1-10 
SERMON THEME:  “Know His Voice” 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 4 w/ Com-
munion 

May 10 . . . 5th Sunday of Easter 
8:00 am 

SERMON TEXT:  John 14:1-14 
SERMON THEME:  “Trust in God” 
LITURGY:  Blended w/ Communion 

10:45 am 
SERMON TEXT:  John 14:1-14 
SERMON THEME:  “Trust in God” 
LITURGY:  Blended w/ Communion 

May 17 . . . 6th Sunday of Easter 
8:00 am 

SERMON TEXT:  John 14:15-21 
SERMON THEME:  “I Will Not Leave You 
as Orphans” 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 1 w/ Communion 

10:45 am 
SERMON TEXT:  John 14:15-21 
SERMON THEME:  “I Will Not Leave You 
as Orphans” 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 1 w/ Communion 

May 24 . . . 7th Sunday of Easter 
8:00 am 

SERMON TEXT:  John 17:1-11 
SERMON THEME:  “The Power of God’s 
Name” 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 3 w/ Communion 

10:45 am 
SERMON TEXT:  John 17:1-11 
SERMON THEME:  “The Power of God’s 
Name” 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 3 w/ Communion 

May 31 . . . Pentecost Sunday 
8:00 am 

SERMON TEXT:  Acts 2:1-21 
SERMON THEME:  “I Will Pour 
Out My Spirit” 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 4 w/ 
Communion 

10:45 am 
SERMON TEXT:  Acts 2:1-21 
SERMON THEME:  “I Will Pour 
Out My Spirit” 
LITURGY:  Divine Service 4 w/ 
Communion 

This article titled “Coronavirus Truths” was sent 
to me on Facebook and I found it to be an inter-
esting read.  It provides a different point of view 
than what is being printed or spoken on much of 

the media.  Here is the link:   
coronavirustruths.godaddysites.com  

if you would like to read it too. 



 

 

 
Hours 

The Church office is open  

 

Monday – Friday  

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday:   

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

Susan is off on Thursdays 

Pastor is off on Fridays 

Voice mail and e-mails  

are checked regularly. 

Statistical Report for April 
 

Attendance 8:00 a.m. 10:45 a.m.  Offerings 
 
April  5  No services  General Fund  $  4,545.00 
          
April 12   No services      General Fund  $  5,145.00
     Melting Pot  $       20.00 
      
April 19  No services            General Fund  $  1,495.00 
     Pruitt Memorials  $       85.00 
     Soc. Min.-Mem.Help   $      30.00 
     Melting Pot  $     100.00 
          
April 26             No Services   General Fund  $   2,365.00 
     Federwitz Mission $        50.00 
     Shaneyfelt Mission $      150.00 
     Soc. Min.-Mem. Help $        50.00 
     Pruitt Memorial  $      240.00 
     Melting Pot  $      179.90 
     Food Pantry  $      100.00
      
 
On-line Giving in April      $   8,453.00 
 
 
 
Spending Guidelines approved for 2020  $272,805.04 
Offerings needed each week in 2020  $    5,246.25 

ATTENTION 
When you come to worship 

this Sunday, you will see these 
signs posted on each entrance 

outlining the physical  
distancing protocols. 

 
1. Avoid entering the facility if 

you have a cough or fever. 
 
2. Maintain a minimum  
six-foot distance from one an-
other. 
 
3. Sneeze or cough into a cloth 

or tissue (or one’s elbow if a 
cloth or tissue is not  

available). 
 
4. Don’t shake hands or engage 

in any unnecessary physical 
contact. 

 
5.  Wear a face covering. 

 
Those are the guidelines as we 
begin to re-open.  As we move 

forward, hopefully we can begin 
to relax those guidelines as 

well.   
 

Thank you in advance for 
your patience. 

  Happy May  
Birthdays to 

Ann Woomer (2),  
Tom Turner (3rd),  
David Marwede &  

Wayne Swihart (11th),  
Ken Baskin & Marilyn Abbott (12th),  
Heidi Davidson & Thomas Allen (14),  

Ava Nutter (15),  
Amanda Howland (18th),  

Samantha Miller Gray (19th),  
Madeline McPherson (20th), 

Nadia Whaley, Carter & Brandt Groen (26th),  
Robert Woody & Marilyn Boeker (27th) 



 

CONGRATULATIONS to Ava Barton, Elizabeth Wudtke, Johnny Neal, Sarah 
Treece, and Annie Whaley for being 2020 graduates!!!  The youth are so proud of 
each of you!!!  Please read the front page of the newsletter that shares infor-
mation about graduates and their future endeavors.  We look forward to seeing 

everyone back at Bethlehem.  At this time, our youth WILL be meeting in the month of May per ap-
proval from the Board of Directors and the state legislators guidelines.  We’re taking extra precautions 
with everything that has been going on with the pandemic---we will meet as a group later in the 
month.  Our youth will be meeting on Sunday, May 17

th
 and Sunday, May 24

th
.   We’re planning on 

renting a boat at Watauga Lake of church on Sunday, May 17th and do a Bible study on Peter walking 
on water.  We plan to do dinner while on the lake.  We’re really looking forward to this time back to-
gether.   On Sunday, May 24th, we will meet at the church and discuss plans for the summer.  We will 
also be putting our church’s information on the side of the van during this meeting.  After we get this 
done, we going to have a sendoff party for Heidi and Annie Whaley.  Heidi and Annie are going to be 
interning with the pro-life organization Center for Bio-Ethical Reform (CBR) this summer.  They are  
currently in the process of fundraising to cover the costs of living expenses while we are working with 
CBR.  We are inviting you to prayerfully consider financially supporting them in their mission to protect the 
sacred lives of the unborn. If you have any questions about our internship, CBR, payment methods etc., 
please let them know when you see them at church! Youth Sunday will be on Sunday, May 31st.  We will 
assume the responsibility of reading the lessons during worship and ushering.  We hope you all have 
a wonderful month of May.  Please continue to keep our group in your prayers. 
  
Month of May at a glance: 
Sunday, May 3rd……..Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:30 
Sunday, May 10th……. Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:30 
Sunday, May 10th…….  Happy Mother’s Day  (Youth to make their mothers feel special) 
Sunday, May 17th…….. Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:30 
Sunday, May 17th…….  Boating Trip / Devotional at Watauga Lake  @ 2pm 
Sunday, May 24th……. Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:30 
Sunday, May 24th…….  Youth Group meeting / Sendoff for Heidi and Annie Whaley 
Sunday, May 31st……. Sunday School Class from 9:15-10:30 
Sunday, May 31st……. Youth Sunday 

WE CONTINUE TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF 
JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY 

THE MELTING 
POT  

Thanks to all who came out on 
April 24th and prepared brown 

paper sacks full of food for The 
Melting Pot.  A total of 160 
were distributed on that day 

Each bag contained a sandwich, 
chips, fruit cup, Little Debbie 

cake, a breakfast bar and  a bot-
tle of water. This included the 

38 that were taken to shut-ins at 
the John Sevier Center. 

THE OUTDOOR 
FOOD PANTRY  

continues to be quite popular with 
those less fortunate who need food 

for the day.  The pantry is filled daily 
and by the end of the day, it is usual-
ly empty.  We also had a lady stop by 
this week and ask if she could fill the 
pantry – she works up the street and 

feels that this is such a wonderful 
ministry and she wishes more 
churches would do the same. 

THANKS TO 
ALL   

who have continued so faith-
fully with your tithes and of-

ferings through the on-line giv-
ing, US mail and dropping by 
the church office.  Even with 
the pandemic,  we still have 
expenses to be met and your 
faithfulness is truly amazing.  

God is good all the time! 



Mormon Study 

Our fifth session  of the Lutheran Hour Ministries 
on the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day 

Saints, or more commonly, the Mormons, will be 
at 9AM on Saturday, June 6th, in the Fellowship 
Hall. Everyone is welcome to attend so plan on 

attending and bring a friend.  

East Tennessee Zone Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League 
Christian Life Workshop  
You are invited to attend the LWML Christian Life Workshop to be held 
Saturday, May 30, at Faith Lutheran Church in Oak Ridge .  All ladies are 
welcome – membership in LWML is not required.  The day will begin with 
registration and coffee at 9:00 a.m. The program will begin at 9:30 a.m.  Our 
focus will be on our mission as Christian servants under the theme “Mission:  
Possible!” based on Titus 3:4-8. 
  
In addition, we will have an ingathering of 
items for the Oak Ridge elementary school 
Family Resource Center.  Each LWML 
group will bring specific items which will 
then be used to assemble kits.  Lunch will 
be provided by the ladies of Faith (a free 
will offering will be accepted).  Please join 
us for a relaxing day of fun, fellowship and 
learning!  
 
If you are interested, please contact Ann 
Larson or Susan Burkey. Let’s fill up the 
church van and have a great day!! 

 

Important Dates in May 
7 – National Day of Prayer 
10 – Mother’s Day 
25– Memorial Day 
 



Bethlehem Members on Mission Trip this summer  
 

Annie and Heidi Whaley are going to be interning with the pro-life organization Center for Bio-Ethical Reform 
(CBR) this summer. They are currently in the process of fundraising to cover the costs of living expenses while 
they are working with CBR.  This is a link to a presentation they have put together providing information con-

cerning the importance of the mission and what they will be doing with CBR. To access the presentation go to 
this website,  

https://etsu365-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/whaleyh_etsu_edu/
ET4RcVMk4BRKr_oJzU_rcFIBE0FZx5KGYje7rAUXzfaoew?rtime=RcmbNanu10g,  

click View when it opens up to powerpoint, and then click the icon that says Play from the Beginning.  In addi-
tion, in order to hear the audio, make sure to click the slideshow icon.  Also included are instructions for various 

payment methods.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 To donate by check: 
Pay to the order of: CBR 
Memo: SIP-HW 
Mail to: CBR, PO Box 

20115, Knoxville, 
TN 37940 

We are inviting you to prayerfully consider financially supporting us in our 
mission to protect the sacred lives of the unborn. If you have any questions 

about our internship, CBR, payment methods etc., please let us know by call-
ing or emailing us! 

 
In Christ, 

Annie and Heidi Whaley 
1(423)915-6245 or WhaleyH@mail.etsu.edu 

To donate online: 
Go to https://support.cbrinfo.org/

cbrsoutheast 
Enter amount  
Select Designation: SIP-HW 
Click "Add Gift"  
Type of gift: One-time or Recurring.  
Enter Billing & Payment information  
Click “Give now" to process 


