By Faith Alone: Week Ten - Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther has some interesting things to say about surrendering our wills to God’s will.  He writes some things that I need to think about.  Maybe I need to think about what he writes in the context of God’s permissive will – what He allows to happen because evil still exists in this world – and that in all things God is at work for good (even in the bad stuff).  So I invite you to ponder with me.

“God’s will is done when our will is broken.  It pleases him when our will is hindered and defeated.  So when someone talks about you as if you were a fool, you shouldn’t disagree.  Instead, agree and let the criticism appear correct, for it’s certainly correct before God.  If a person wants to take something from you and harm you, you should allow it to happen as if it were all right with you.  For undoubtedly it’s right before God.  Even if a person were wronging you, it still wouldn’t be unjust.  For it’s God’s will either way, whether he uses a wicked person or good person to take something away from you.  Instead of resisting, you should simply say, “Your will be done.”  This is true in both physical and spiritual matters.  For Christ said, “If someone wants to sue you in order to take your shirt, let him have your coat too.” (Matthew 5:40)

Someone might ask, “If that’s what it means for God’s will to be done, who can be saved?  Who can keep this difficult command to surrender everything and not have his own will in anything?”  My reply is that we should learn how great this prayer is, why we need it, and how earnestly we should pray it.  It’s crucial that we allow our will to be totally defeated so that only God’s will is done.

Notice that in the garden, Jesus said, “Your will must be done, not mine” (Luke 22:42).  Undoubtedly, Christ’s will was good – in fact, the best one of all time.  If Christ had to surrender his will so that God’s will could be done, why do we poor, little worms want to make such a fuss over our own wills?”

By Faith Alone: Week Ten – Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about being in Christ.  We are hidden in Christ – covered with His righteousness.  He has clothes us in His righteous robes to declare that we are forgiven children of God.  Hidden in Christ and His righteousness is the only way that we can stand before the throne of God and be welcomed and received.

We are brought into Christ by the power of God at work through His Word.  Specifically, we are joined together with Christ – united with Him in His death and life – by the power of His Word at work in Baptism.  As Paul writes in Romans 6, all of us who have been baptized into Christ have been baptized into His death.  We have been buried with Him so that we can also be united with Him in new life – in His resurrection.

We live by faith in that Word – in the Living Word Jesus Christ.  We live by faith in the promises made YES in Jesus.  We stand before God hidden in Christ and His righteousness.  We live in that freedom – the freedom of God’s grace.  We don’t and can’t make ourselves worthy by our own works.  We simply accept Jesus’ gracious offer to wear His robes – to be clothed in Him and be received like a child of the Father.  By grace we are saved through faith in Jesus and His work done and given to us.

By Faith Alone: Week Ten – Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

[Sarah said,] “Get ride of this slave and her son, because this slave’s son must never share the inheritance with my son Isaac.”  Abraham was upset by this because of his son Ishmael (Genesis 21:10-11).  Luther goes on to write of the marriage relationship as a training ground for spirituality.  He writes:

“Family life is a training ground for faith, hope, love, patience, and prayer.  Sarah and Abraham were arguing about God’s promises, but they were doing so out of fear and respect for God.  Some people give up their homes and leave their families, thinking they are devoting themselves to God.  They dismiss the kind of obedience and devotion we see in this story as the mere efforts of amateurs – something any married couple could do.

This story should reassure married couples.  They shouldn’t assume that they’ll never have disagreements and arguments.  Even the most loving and godly spouses will sometimes disagree.  We should remember that these disputes are opportunities for practicing godliness and love.

Abraham was the natural and legal father of Ishmael.  Yet Sarah asked him to give up both Ishmael and Hagar.  Because Abraham was emotionally attached to both of them, this was a difficult decision.  Besides, God commands that a husband should protect his wife and support his children.  But Sarah was insistent that Hagar and her son should be thrown out.  They weren’t being thrown out because they were disrespectful to Abraham.  I’m sure they treated him with the proper respect.  They were being thrown out for mocking Isaac.

These are the kinds of problems our opponents know nothing about.  They regard marriage as a secular institution.  Yet we should recognize marriage for what it is – a training ground for spirituality.  The greatest passions, both towards God and one another, are challenged and expressed within marriage.”

By Faith Alone: Week Ten – Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

In the devotion for today, Luther writes that faith shows itself in love.  That reflects James letter where he writes about the intimate connection between faith and works.  Luther also connects this with Jesus’ command to love one another.

Luther lives in a culture where there was a great separation between the clergy and the common people.  There was a great show of piety among the clergy – especially among those who were bishops, archbishops, cardinals and popes.  It was a great demonstration without much substance or contact with those they were called to love.

And that’s great to be reminded that we have been commanded by Christ to love each other.  But that’s not as easy as that sounds.  In our culture, love is a word that is a bit slippery.  It means so many things to so many people.  It means that you don’t say anything that would be upsetting.  You certainly wouldn’t tell anyone that their actions are dangerous or wrong.

Love would never condemn.  That’s what many believe.  And to a point, that’s true.  But love also disciplines.  It also speaks a word of warning.  It corrects.  It tries to steer others away from danger.  If you saw your child wandering toward a busy street, you would go and grab them and carry them back to safety – in spite of their protests.  To do any less would demonstrate a great lack of love.

The love of God that He has planted in us – that is at work in us because the Spirit is alive in us, is meant to produce good works – works whose primary aim is the good of our neighbor.  Sometimes those works come to comfort.  At other times they may be done to warn.  But it is always done for their good.

Faith is meant to be lived out in the context of relationships – all kinds of relationships.  And that means the Christian life is messy.  You can’t stand at a distance.  You can’t remain aloof.  You have to jump in with both feet and care for those around you – family, friends, co-workers and even the stranger.

By Faith Alone: Week Ten – Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

So Jacob named that place Peniel [Face of God] because he said, “I have seen God face to face, but my life was saved” (Genesis 32:30).  Luther then writes about struggling with our weaknesses.

“Jacob provided the church with a beautiful example of faith struggling in weakness.  This helps us to see that the Hebrew ancestors and prophets weren’t like rocks that showed no signs of weakness.  If that were the case, we would have to despair because of the weaknesses we feel in ourselves.  Our bodies often complain that we’ve being treated unfairly.  We don’t want to suffer and be mistreated by others.  But the example of the Hebrew ancestors can comfort us because they, too, were not always firm and strong in their faith.

Jacob was comforted by showers of blessings from God.  He also received the benefits of the blessings that were given to his father, Isaac, and grandfather, Abraham.  Nevertheless, he struggled with his weaknesses.

You should say to yourself, ‘I am not alone when I’m afraid of God’s anger, when I wonder if God has chosen me, and when I worry about losing my faith.  I am not alone!’  All believers – every believer past and present who has ever believed in God’s Son – experience the same struggle.  God uses these experiences to refine us.  Eventually, like Jacob, you’ll be able to stand up and joyfully proclaim, ‘I have seen God face to face, but my life was saved’ (Genesis 32:30).”

