By Faith Alone: Week Forty-one: Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Everything has its own time, and there is a specific time for every activity under heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).  Luther writes about God’s timing – a topic that many acknowledge often with some reluctance.  Because sin is always at work to tempt us to become our own god, we often wonder why God can’t work according to my schedule.  Luther writes:

“No one can change the future, no matter how hard he might try.  How could someone who doesn’t know what’s coming change something that hasn’t happened yet?  God wants us to use what he has given to us without telling him when or how he should provide it.  All of that is in God’s hands.  We shouldn’t think everything is in our hands to use in whatever way we wish.  After all, God must provide everything first.

‘Everything has its own time’ means that everything happens when God wants it to occur.  If someone tries to plan and do everything himself without acknowledging that God is in control, then he will experience nothing but failure.  Many people work hard at getting rich but don’t succeed.  Others acquire wealth without trying at all.  That’s because God provided the right time for some of them, but not for the others.

So people on earth strive for what they want to have.  But all their striving only leads to frustration.  They don’t accomplish anything because they don’t wait for the right time.  Knowing this, we should leave everything up to God, use what we presently have, and avoid yearning for things we want in the future.  If we don’t follow this advice, our lives will be full of trouble and disappointment.”

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-one: Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther writes today about staying focused on Jesus.  With all the information that is thrown at us each day – some sources more reliable than others – it is an absolute necessity that we stay focused on Jesus and His work done for us.   Luther begins with – “The Pharisees asked him, ‘Where is your father?’  Jesus replied, ‘You don’t know me or my Father.  If you knew me, you would also know my Father’” (John 8:19).

Luther writes: “When the Pharisees asked, ‘Where is your father?’ they were saying, ‘We don’t hear the testimony of the Father.  The miracles that you have performed, such as raising the dead, don’t amount to anything.’  The Pharisees wanted Jesus to place the Father right before their eyes, so that they might feel and touch him as they would a wall.  Otherwise, they wouldn’t believe or accept what he was saying.  But Christ didn’t point to the Father’s testimony so that they might see and touch the Father, but so that they would believe.  The Father’s should have led them all to his Word.  Philip also said to Christ, ‘Show us the Father’ (John 14:8).  But Christ doesn’t show us the Father the way we might want him to.  Rather, the Father shows us Christ, who says, ‘The Father points you to me, not the other way around.  He is the one who shows you Christ.  He testifies of me.  You must do what he says, and listen to my words and testimony.’

This is the main point of the argument: we should always keep Christ before our eyes.  The devil continually tempts us to abandon Christ and seek the Father, saying to ourselves, ‘This or that will please him.’  Meanwhile, we ignore Christ – the one the Father sent – so that we might listen to him alone.  We respond as the Pharisees did and reject Christ.  We wonder, ‘Where is the Father?’  That is the question the world asks.

This is the greatest temptation to your faith.  You must devote yourself to the Word of Christ and train yourself to hold on to it so that you never lose sight of Jesus.”

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-one: Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today writes some good things to ponder concerning how and why we work.  While Scripture tells us not to worry about tomorrow, that doesn’t mean we are to spend our days sitting in an easy chair waiting for Christ’s return.  Luther writes:

“God’s blessings don’t come to those who are sleepy and lazy.  Solomon didn’t mean to prohibit work when he said, ‘The Lord gives [food] to those he loves while they sleep’ (Psalm 127:2).  He wanted to say that we should have peaceful, rested consciences.  Work shouldn’t disturb the restful sleep God gives to those who have faith and confidence in him.  We should have peace of mind and clear consciences.  Christ says, ‘So don’t every worry about tomorrow . . . Each day has enough trouble of its own’ (Matthew 6:34).  Don’t create your own unhappiness.  Sleep well, and don’t ask, ‘What are we going to eat? . . . What are we going to drink?’ (Matthew 6:31).

I don’t mean people should be lazy loafers.  They should work.  God doesn’t give his blessings to those who are lazy and lie around snoring.  He wants our corrupt natures to be controlled and killed.  As Paul says, ‘Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified their corrupt nature along with its passions and desires’ (Galatians 5:24).

Although it’s God’s blessing that brings us what we need, not our work, God still wants us to do our duty and work diligently at the jobs we are called to do. That way we’ll get our exercise so that we don’t become lazy.  As a non-Christian poet once said, ‘By nature all people would prefer not to work and would like to do what they want.’  We can’t give in to loafing and laziness.  Instead, we should work diligently and faithfully to do what is required of us.  Even in times of hardship, exhausting work, and persecution, we should wait cheerfully for the Lord’s blessing.”

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-one: Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about being hammered by the Law of God.  I’m sure that we’ve all experienced that at different times and ways throughout our lives.  It’s not a good feeling.  But it does serve a good purpose.  Luther writes:

“Although the law doesn’t justify us, it’s still useful and necessary.  First, in society, it holds the lawless people in check.  Second, it shows each person that he is a sinner guilty of death and worthy of eternal wrath.

Why does the hammer of the law smash us to pieces and crush us?  Of what use is this humiliation?  It shows us that the way of grace stands open to us.  So the Law is a servant and prepares us for grace.  For God is a God of the humble, the miserable, the troubled, the oppressed, the despairing, and those who have become totally nothing.  He lifts the lowly, feeds the hungry, heals the blind, comforts the miserable and troubled, justifies the sinner, raises the dead, and saves the despairing and the condemned.  For he is the Almighty Creator who makes everything from nothing.  Most of all, he protects us from the most harmful corruption – presuming we’re righteous.  No one wants to be a sinner who is impure, miserable, and condemned.  But everyone wants to be righteous and holy.  So God uses this hammer of the law to break, crush, and annihilate this beast with its empty confidence, wisdom, righteousness, and power.  As a result, it will learn through its misfortune that it is lost and condemned.  When the conscience has been terrified in this way by the law, thre’s a place for the teaching of the gospel and of grace, which restores and comforts the conscience.  This teaching says that Christ came into the world, not to ‘Break off a damaged cattail,’ not even to ‘put out a smoking wick’ (Isaiah 42:3), but ‘to deliver good news to humble people . . . to heal those who are brokenhearted, to announce that captives will be set free and prisoners will be released’ (Isaiah 61:1).”

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-one: Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther writes today about God’s forgiveness being free and available to all.  As he does that, he also speaks to the lie the devil whispers to all of us that God doesn’t forgive my sin.  Luther begins with this from John – “John saw Jesus coming toward him the next day and said. ‘Look!  This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.’  He then writes:

“From this passage, we learn that all people have been plunged into sin by the devil and that only the Lamb can lead us out.  Our unbelief isn’t Jesus’ fault.  The guilt is ours.  If we don’t believe, then we’re stuck in our own sins.  In short, the Lamb of God has carried the sins of the world.

You should believe and confess this all of your life.  You may wonder, ‘Yes, I know that Jesus carried the sins of Peter, Paul, and other saints.  They were holy people.  But who knows if Christ will carry my sins, too?  If only I were as good as Peter or Paul.’  Can’t you hear what John is saying?  ‘This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.’  You must admit that you, too, are a part of this world.  You were born of a human mother and father – you aren’t a cow or pig!  It follows, then, that your sins are paid for, just as the sins of Peter and Paul are paid for.  You are unable to pay for your own sins.  They couldn’t pay for their won sins either.  There are no exceptions.

Therefore, don’t listen to your own thoughts.  Listen to God’s Word.  It promises forgiveness of sins to anyone who believes that this little Lamb carried the sins of the whole world.  Did you hear that?  The Lamb didn’t miss any of it.  He carried all the sins of the world from the beginning of time.  Therefore, he carried your sin, too, and he offers his underserved kindness to you.”

