By Faith Alone: Week Six - Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about prayer – about praying with confidence.  If you’re like me, doubts begin to rise even before I begin to pray.  Will God really give me what I ask for?  Is this request worthy of His attention?  Luther writes: “Before you pray, check to see whether you believe or doubt that you will be heard.  If you are doubting or uncertain, or if you are merely trying a prayer to see what happens, your prayer won’t be worth anything.  For you aren’t keeping your heart steady, but letting it wobble back and forth.  As a result, God cannot give anything to this kind of heart, just as you cannot give something to a person who doesn’t hold his hand still.”

We should never doubt that we will be heard.  God promises to hear our every prayer.  Using Luther’s illustration, we could say that God answers our every prayer as well.  However, if we are doubting – if our hand is constantly moving – if our fingers are wiggling – then the answer slips through our grasp.  We don’t receive the benefit.  We don’t see the answer.

That can also happen when God’s answer doesn’t line up with what we were expecting – when we confuse needs and wants.  Maybe we pray for a car – the want.  And God answers the need by giving us a means of transportation – friends willing to take us where we need to go – affordable public transportation – but no car.  We could easily miss His answer because we were focused on the want and not the need.

The bottom line is that we simply trust God to work according to His promise to answer our prayers.  We also trust Him to answer according to His will – not mine – and that He is always at work for our good.

By Faith Alone: Week Six – Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.]

Today Luther writes about resisting the devil.  And that is a necessary thing because the devil is alive and at work just as Peter writes: “Keep your mind clear, and be alert.  Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion as he looks for someone to devour.  Be firm in the faith and resist him.”  Luther gives some thoughts on the devil’s craftiness and the power of the Word of God that is our only sure and certain weapon against the devil’s lies.

“You should keep your mind clear and be alert.  Then your body will be prepared.  But the devil isn’t defeated through this alone.  By keeping your mind clear and alert, you merely give your body less reason to sin.  Your true sword is remaining strong and firm in the faith.  If you grasp hold of God’s Word in your heart and cling to it with faith, the devil cannot win.  He has to flee.  If you can say, ‘My God has said this, and I stand upon it,’ you will find that the devil will quickly leave.  Then apathy, evil desire, anger, greed, despair, and doubt will soon go away.  But the devil is crafty and doesn’t want to let you get to that point.  He tries to snatch the sword out of your hand.  If he makes you lazy so that your body becomes unfit and out of control, he can tear your sword out of your hand.  This is what he did to Eve.  She had God’s Word.  If she had clung to it, she would not have fallen.  But when the devil saw that she held the Word loosely, he tore it from her heart.  She let it go, and the devil won (Genesis 3:4, 13; 2 Corinthians 11:3).

So Peter has instructed us on how we should fight against the devil.  It doesn’t require a lot of running around or doing special kinds of works.  Rather, it calls for nothing more than clinging to the Word through faith.  If the devil wants to drive you to despair because of your sin, just grab the Word of God.  It promises forgiveness of sins.  Rely on God’s Word, and the devil will quickly leave you alone.”

By Faith Alone: Week Six – Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes of the struggles that come when nothing seems to make sense.  He begins in Genesis where Joseph’s brothers plot to kill him and tell their father that a wild animal ate him.  They end up throwing Joseph into a dry well and then they sell him to some traders headed for Egypt.

They don’t kill him.  And that is good.  But the news that they share with their father is devastating – in many ways.  If he hadn’t sent Joseph to check on his brothers, he would still be alive.  And, as is often the case in such circumstances, Jacob struggles with the question, “Why?”

It doesn’t make sense.  What could possibly be the purpose for taking one so young?  No matter how hard you try, it doesn’t make sense.

Luther writes that in such times our only recourse is to cling to God’s Word and promise – to trust that, as Luther writes, “God won’t lie to me or deceive me, though at times, nothing in life will seem to make sense.”  Ultimately God’s Word and promise is the only thing that is certain and sure.  The empty tomb stands as a guarantee.  If Jesus had not risen from the dead (just as He said), He would be a liar and our faith would be in vain.

Sometimes, we get to see the sense of it all.  Joseph went to Egypt as a slave so that God could use him to save His people from starvation.  Joseph becomes the second most powerful man in Egypt and God uses that to bring Jacob and his family to Egypt so that they wouldn’t die during the years of famine that were to come.

By Faith Alone: Week Six – Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther writes about the gift of faith.  He quotes John 6:28-29 – “The people asked Jesus, ‘What does God want us to do?’  Jesus replied to them, ‘God wants to do something for you so that you believe in the one whom he has sent.’”

Luther goes on to write: “The entire Bible agrees on what it means to serve God.  Scripture firmly establishes that if you want to serve him, you must believe in the one whom the Father has sent.  If you want to know how to receive God’s kindness, how to approach him, how to satisfy the penalty for your sins, how to receive forgiveness of sin and escape death, then you must do what God wants and believe in Christ.  Here, Christ is plainly telling you what you should do – believe.”

He then talks about faith being a gift from God – a work that is above and beyond us.  We cannot take hold of Christ with our own reason.  In the Small Catechism, Luther says the same thing in explaining the 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed (the work of the Holy Spirit).  He says: “I believe that I cannot by my own reason and strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.”

Faith is one of those gifts and it clings to the promises that are all made YES in Jesus – our Lord and Savior.

By Faith Alone: Week Six – Day Five
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about the treasure that God’s Word is to us and about our need to hear, receive and digest that Word so that we continue to grow up into Him – into Jesus – who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Luther quotes Deuteronomy 11:18-19: “Take these words of mine to heart and keep them in mind.  Write them down, tie them around your writs, and wear them as headbands as a reminder.  Teach them to your children.”

He goes on to write: “When children are old enough to begin grasping the concepts of faith, they should make a habit of bringing home verses of Scripture from church.  They should recite these verses to their parents at mealtime.  Then they should write the verses down and put them in little pouches or pockets, just as they put pennies and other coins in a purse.  Let the pouch of faith be a golden one.  Verses about coming to faith, such as Psalm 51:5; John 1:29; Romans 4:25; and Romans 5:12, are like gold coins for that little pouch.  Let the pouch of love be a silver one.  The verses about doing good, such as Matthew 5:11; Matthew 25:40; Galatians 5:13; and Hebrews 12:6, are like silver coins for this one.

No one should think he’s too smart for this game and look down on this kind of child’s play.  Christ had to become a man in order to train us.  If we want to train children, then we must become children with them.  I wish that this kind of child’s play were more widespread.  In a short time, we would see an abundance of Christian people rich in Scripture and in the knowledge of God.  They would make more of these pouches, and by using them, they would learn all of Scripture.

As it is now, people go to hear a sermon and leave again unchanged.  They act like a sermon is only worth the time that it takes to hear it.  No one thinks about learning anything from it or remembering it.  Some people listen to sermons for three or four years and still don’t learn enough to respond to a single question about faith.  More than enough has been written in books, but not nearly enough has been driven into our hearts.”

