By Faith Alone: Week Forty-four: Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther writes about mystery – the mystery of the Trinity and the mystery of God and man being joined together in the person of Jesus Christ.  He writes of the troubles that human reason has in accepting that mystery.

He begins with this: “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son. . . . I will place him in my royal house forever, and his throne will be established forever” (1 Chronicles 17:13-14).  He goes on to write:

“Human reason objects to this passage.  Considering itself ten times wiser than God, reason asks, ‘How can God give his eternal power to someone else?  What would he be keeping for himself?’  Now, it’s true that God has said, ‘I will not give my glory to anyone else or the praise I deserve to idols’ (Isaiah 42:8).  It would be especially difficult for God to give his glory to a mere human being, who was born in time and not eternal. But Christians do acknowledge that Jesus was a human being.  He was Mary’s son and David’s descendant.  He was born, and he died.

Furthermore, people of other religions deduce that God can’t have a son because he doesn’t have a wife.  Why do these people think they can contain the incomprehensible nature of God in the nutshell of their human reason?  Shame on you, Satan, as well as all others who are students of blind, foolish, miserable, human reason.  No one can fully understand these lofty matters but God alone.  All we know about them is what the Holy Spirit has revealed to us through Scripture.

Christians can answer these objections correctly, clearly, and accurately because they have insight from the New Testament.  God’s Son has two natures in one inseparable person.  He is one Christ, not two Christs.  The Father gave Christ, his Son, eternal divinity – not in time, but from all eternity.  The Father gave his divinity to Christ completely and fully, just as the Father himself possessed divinity from eternity.  When he gave it to Christ, the Father didn’t lose any divinity himself.  Rather, he gave to the Son the same power, which he still retains in eternity.  There are not two deities.  Rather, God the Father and Christ are united in one deity.”

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-four: Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther has some simple yet beautiful things to say about living by faith and walking on the right path.  He begins with this familiar passage from John: “Jesus answered him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one goes to the Father except through me’” (John 14:6).  He then writes:

“I am the way.  You should learn what this eloquent statement of Christ means.  Don’t think of a path that you walk on with your feet.  Instead, think of one that you travel on by faith – a faith that clings only to the Lord Christ.

There are various ways of walking and wandering through life.  First, there are many roads and footpaths for physically walking from one place to another, as cows and horses do.  The Scripture teaches nothing about these paths.  But there are other kinds of paths in this life.  A second kind of path pertains to everyday life.  On this path, we lead a good and moral life before the world and seek to preserve government, peace, honor, and order.  Living in this way brings possessions and respect.  Philosophers have given us good principles, and rulers have issued various laws, for walking on this path.  But these two kinds of paths are still limited to this life, which is passing away.

Over all of these ways is still another path about which the Scripture and Christ speak of here.  This third path is the way to get from this life to the next.  For this journey, we need a much different way, a much different path.  Here, Christ is saying, ‘When you have come to me in faith, you are on the right way.  This path is reliable and won’t mislead you.’”

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-four: Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about God’s training methods.  He writes about it from a perspective that we are not too familiar with.  God is our loving Father and tyrant or strict judge are not terms we use often to describe God.  But if we think about our parents and how they treated us or how we treat our own children, there were times when we were a strict judge or tyrant for their good.  We had to limit their freedom in order to preserve them.

He may also be speaking from his own experience.  For much of his young life, he believed that God was a strict judge who wanted to reject him and send him to hell.  But then God revealed Himself and His mercy to Luther.  Luther begins with this: “Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph!  Is my father still alive?’  His brothers could not answer him because they were afraid of him” (Genesis 45:3).  He goes on to write:

“The emotional climax to Joseph’s story was this sudden revelation to his brothers. They had thought Joseph was a horrible, terrifying tyrant because he had treated them like strangers and scared them to death.  Even though he had left them many clues, they couldn’t imagine any kindness hidden under his hostile appearance.  But then he came straight to the point.  Without using an interpreter, he said, ‘I am Joseph!’

This story is a beautiful example of how God treats his faithful people.  He sometimes punishes us and acts as if he weren’t our God and Father.  Sometimes he even appears to be a tyrant or a strict judge who wants to torture or even destroy us.  But at the right time – when he is ready – he will say to us, ‘I am the Lord your God.  Up to now, I treated you as if I wanted to reject you or send you to hell, but it was only an exercise I use to train my people.  I would never have trained you this way if I didn’t love you from the bottom of my heart.’

In this Bible story, God shows us the training methods he uses with his people.  This should comfort us.  We must get used to the way God tests and instructs us.  We should also humble ourselves so that the horrible evil called original sin may be restrained.  God doesn’t want to condemn or reject us, even when our suffering and punishment nearly destroys and kills us.  Rather, he wants to sweep away the sin that clings to us.  Only then will we understand what God means when he says, ‘The Lord kills, and he gives life.  He makes people go down to the grave, and he raises them up again’ (1 Samuel 2:6).”

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-four: Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther begins by quoting: “All of Moses’ Teachings are summarized in a single statement, ‘Love your neighbor as you love yourself’” (Galatians 5:14).  He then goes on to talk about the works promoted by the monastic orders as false attempts to show their love for God.  They are at work to keep the Commandments with little or no regard for their neighbor outside the monastery.

Luther writes: “People who think they have a good understanding of the command to love are badly mistaken.  To be sure, they have this command written on their hearts.  By nature, they know that they should do for other people what they want done for them (Matthew 7:12). That doesn’t mean that they truly understand it, other wise they would also how it in their actions and prefer love above others works.  They wouldn’t make such a big deal about their antis and superstitions, which amount to nothing.  Some examples of such behavior include: walking around with a sad face and hanging head, being celibate, eating only bread and water, living in the desert, dressing shabbily, and so on.  These are strange and superstitious works, which they choose for themselves and which God neither commands nor accepts.  They consider these works so glorious and holy that they cast a dark shadow over love, which is the sun that shines over all works.  The blindness of human reason is so limitless and incomprehensible that reason cannot come to a correct understanding of faith, much less make correct judgments about life and works.”

It would be good for us to examine the Ten Commandments and see that God is directing us to care for our neighbor’s every need.  They point us to our neighbor and away from us.  They are really missional in nature and are meant to lead us in doing those things that bring glory to God and not to us.  Love God with your whole heart and love your neighbor as yourself.

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-four: Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about Christ being the center of all that God reveals in Scripture.  He is the object of our faith and the fulfillment of all that God promised to His people in the Old Testament.  He is the YES to every promise of God.

Luther begins with: “As Moses lifted up the snake on a pole in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up” (John 3:14).  He goes on to write:

“When Moses lifted up the snake on a pole, many Israelites disapproved of God’s command to look at it because it wasn’t pleasant.  Only believing Israelites – and no one else – understood and were healed because of their faith in the Word.  Who else but our Lord could have used this story to point to Christ?  I would have never been so bold to interpret this story the way Christ did.  He explains it by pointing to himself and saying, ‘That is the bronze snake.  But I am the Son of Man. The Israelites had to look at the snake with their eyes.  But you must look at me with the eyes of faith.  They were cured of a physical poison.  But through me, you will be redeemed from an eternal poison.  Looking at the snake means believing in me.  Their bodies were healed.  But I will give eternal life to those who believe in me.’  These are strange statements and an extraordinary teaching.

With these words, the Lord gives us the proper way to interpret the Old Testament.  He helps us understand that the writers and the prophets of the Old Testament point to Christ with their stories and illustrations.  Christ shows us that he is the center point from which the entire circle is drawn.  Everyone looks towards him.  Whoever follows Christ belongs in that same circle.  All the stories in Holy Scripture, if they are interpreted correctly, point towards Christ.”

