By Faith Alone: Week Forty-six: Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about the struggle that we all have with our sinful nature.  In weakness, we fall and give in to that sinful nature.  He begins with this – “Live your life as your spiritual nature directs you.  Then you will never follow through on what your corrupt nature wants” (Galatians 5:16).

He goes on to write: “Sometimes believers fall and gratify the desires of the corrupt nature.  David fell terribly, committing adultery and causing the murder of many when he wanted Uriah to die in battle.  He gave God’s enemies opportunity to criticize the people of God, give the credit to idols, and blaspheme the God of Israel.  Peter also fell dreadfully when he denied Christ.  But as great as these sins were, they were not committed intentionally out of contempt for God, but out of weakness.  In addition, when they were confronted, they did not stubbornly persist in their sins but repented.  Paul commands that we should accept, instruct, and restore such people (Galatians 6:1). So those who sin and fall because of weakness will not be refused forgiveness if they stand up again and do not persist in their sin.  Persisting in sin is disastrous.  If they do not repent but stubbornly continue to gratify the desires of the corrupt nature, they show that their spirit is filled with dishonesty.

We will not be without sinful desires as long as we live in these bodies. Consequently, none of us will be free of temptation either.  But each person is tempted in a different way according to individual differences.  One person will be attacked emotionally, such as with depression, blasphemy, unbelief, or despair.  Another will be attacked with coarser sins, such as sexual desire, anger, or hatred.  But Paul demands that we live by the Spirit and resist the corrupt nature.  Whoever obeys the corrupt nature and continues to gratify its desires should know that he does not belong to Christ.  Even though the person may label himself with the name ‘Christians,’ he is only deceiving himself.”

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-six: Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther writes about the work that Jesus came into the world to do.  He is writing from the perspective of a culture that predominately believed that Jesus came into the world to judge and condemn.  But Jesus Himself said that: “God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but to save the world” (John 3:17).  He goes on to write:

“No one should run from Christ or from God the Father.  God wants us to stay close to him in the same way that chicks gather under the wings of a hen.  Just as children cling to their parents, we also should find refuge in Christ and the Heavenly Father.

The world is already judged because of original sin, the fall, and the laws of Moses, for it was led astray by the devil.  The laws of Moses, our conscience, and our heart already judge us.  Paul says that our own conscience accuses and condemns us (Romans 2:15).  No additional judge is necessary.  The world has always been full of judgment and death.  It has never been worthy of love.  That’s why no other judge is needed.  But the Son was sent to silence these thoughts.

In the past, no one saw the glory of this passage or took these words to heart: ‘God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but to save the world.’  Christ is not a judge.  He is a mediator, helper, comforter, and a throne of mercy.  He is our bishop, brother, and intercessor.  He is both our gift and our helper in times of need.  We have no reason to run away from him.  But we still have wounded hearts that have not yet healed.  We, by nature, tend to distrust God.  Yet all of us should study this passage again, as a young child would.  We must learn that Christ didn’t come to judge the world.”

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-six: Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther talks about faith – about its power to change people.  He begins with this from Hebrews – “Faith led Abraham to live as a foreigner in the country that God had promised him.  He lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who received the same promise from God” (Hebrews 11:9).  He writes:

“Faith changes people.  It makes them see everything in a new light.  Their ears hear, their eyes see, and their hearts feel something completely different from what everyone else perceives.

Faith is living and powerful.  It’s not a simple-minded idea.  It doesn’t float around in the heart like a goose on the water.  Rather, it’s like water that’s been heated.  After heating, the water is different.  It’s still water, but it’s warm.  The same thing happens when the Holy Spirit gives us faith.  Faith transforms the mind and attitudes.  It creates an entirely new person.

Faith is active, profound, and powerful.  If a person were to describe faith correctly, he would say it’s a process, not a result.  In other words, faith changes the heart and mind.

Reason tends to concentrate on what is present – the here and now.  Faith concerns itself with things that are intangible and, contrary to reason, regards them as actually being present.  That is why faith isn’t as common among people as the five senses are.  Considering the number of people in the world, there are relatively few believers.  Most people concern themselves with what they can see, touch, and handle rather than listening to God’s Word.”

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-six: Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about the evil within us.  That’s not a popular subject.  Society wants to believe that we are all inherently good and that evil is something a person chooses (and for reasons that can’t always be defined).  You often hear comments made after some tragic event like these: “He was quiet and polite.  I can’t believe that he did something so terrible” or “They were withdrawn and a little odd, but I never thought them capable of such a crime.”  The world makes such comments because they don’t know the evil that exists in them.

We in the church make such comments too because we’ve forgotten that we are both saint and sinner at the same time.  We have been raised to life – new life.  We have been made holy.  And yet we are still sinners.  We are still saddled with our old sinful nature that is always at work to act on the evil thoughts that come into our heads.

Our life as a child of God is one of tension between what God declares us to be (His dearly loved child – forgiven and holy) and what we are in our flesh (sinful and corrupt).  God uses His Law (summarized in the Ten Commandments) to show us our sin – to show us the evil that lives within us – so that we can confess it and be set free from its snares.

As we confess our sin – the evil that is within us – we are also confessing our complete dependence on God’s mercy and forgiveness that is His gift to us through Jesus Christ.  Without the power of the living Word of God at work in us, the evil within would consume us.  Thanks be to God that by faith in Christ’s saving work done for us and given to us, we have been delivered from that death.

By Faith Alone: Week Forty-six: Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther has some interesting things to say about the fear of sin and punishment.  He is writing from a different mindset than we have.  The fear of sin and punishment is not as strong in us or in our culture.  God is our Father.  Jesus is our friend.

We don’t spend a lot of time focused on His role as Judge.  But He is.  He sits at the right hand of the Father – on the seat of judgment.  And He will judge both the living and the dead.  We don’t focus on that and so it’s would be good to listen to Luther.

He begins with this: “Jonah answered them, ‘I’m a Hebrew.  I worship the Lord, the God of heaven.  He is the God who made the sea and the land.’  Then the men were terrified” (Jonah 1:9-10).  He then writes:

“From the story of Jonah, we learn how to free ourselves from all anxiety and fear.  Above all, we should confess our sin.  Openly acknowledging our sin decreases the immediate danger and lessens our anxiety.  The heart must be helped first.  Confessing sin makes it lighter and allows it to breathe.  After this, it’s easier to help the rest of the person.  Only after our conscience has been released from its heavy load and is able to breathe freely can we find relief for other areas of distress.

When God’s anger is poured out, we immediately become aware of our sin and become afraid.  Foolish people cope with this situation in the wrong way.  They ignore their sin and only try to get rid of their fear.  That doesn’t work, so they eventually fall into despair.  This is the way human reason always tries to handle the problem in the absence of God’s kindness and the Spirit.  Wise people, however, try to ignore their fear and focus instead on their sin.  They acknowledge their sin and try to get rid of it, even if it means that their fear will remain with them forever.  They willingly accept their punishment, as Jonah did in this story.”

Focusing on Jesus as Judge should always lead us to the cross where the penalty for our sin was carried out.  God’s wrath against our sin fell in all of its fury.  But it didn’t fall on us.  It fell on Jesus.  He was condemned in our place.  He died so that we could live.  The One who sits on the seat of Judgment still bears the marks of the sentence we deserve

And that same Judge extends those nail-pierced hands to us in welcome and calls us by name as He invites us to dwell with Him in His house forever.

