By Faith Alone: Week Fourteen - Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

“[Lot] and his two daughters settled in the mountains . . . the older daughter said to the younger on, “. . . Let’s give our father wine to drink.  Then we’ll go to bed with him” (Genesis 19:30-32).  What Luther writes today is a warning against being too casual in our attitudes toward sin – especially our own sin.  He writes:

“Moses recorded this despicable sin in Genesis for a good reason.  It was horrible enough for so many people in Sodom and Gomorrah to perish.  But for Lot and his daughters to fall into such a sin, after witnessing the destruction of so many people, is even more horrible.  This incident was recorded in the Bible to frighten the ungodly and to keep believers from becoming smug.

You might ask, “Why did God permit his people, whom he loved, to sink so low?”  We shouldn’t question God’s motives for what he permits.  Still, in this case, we can easily find a probable explanation.  God wants us to recognize our helplessness so that we don’t lapse into a false sense of security.  Lot and his family saw the sins of the people of Sodom and condemned them.  But then what happened?  Lot’s devout daughters disgraced themselves by committing incest.  This was so scandalous that it seldom occurred even among the people of Sodom.

So God’s intent is clear.  He wants us to humble ourselves and to find comfort in his mercy and kindness.  As far as humans are concerned, no one is better or more holy than the next person.  Thankfully, God protects us from sinning too seriously.  But if he were to withdraw his hand, we might fall into the very same sins.  So this story teaches us to humble ourselves in God’s presence and continually pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance.”

By Faith Alone: Week Fourteen – Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

“The greatest love you can show is to give your life for your friends.  You are my friends if you obey my commandments” (John 15:13-14).  Luther goes on to write about the greatest love and what God calls us, who have received His love, to do as a result.

He writes: “Christ uses friendly and kind word in this passage to convince his disciples of the importance of the command he was giving to them.  He reminds them of his own example of how he loved them and of all that he had done for them.  It would take a great and powerful love for someone to give another person in need one hundred dollars, a thousand dollars, or even to pay off that person’s entire debt.  But think how amazing it would be for a king to give a poor beggar an entire city – even his own kingdom, land, and people.  The entire world would hold that up as an unprecedented act of love.  But that would be trivial compared to Christ giving his body and life for you.  That is certainly the highest expression of love a person can show to another on this earth.  Someone can love and serve others with his money, his property, and even his life.  But everyone would rather give up his money and property, his land and people, than to die for someone else.  Even if someone did that, it still would be nothing compared to God’s Son taking your place, willingly shedding his blood and dying for you, even though you were his enemy and were condemned.  This love is greater and higher than heaven and earth and anything else you could name.

What will you do for Christ in return?  Even if you gave your life for your neighbor, what is that compared to his life?  But Christ doesn’t even ask that much of you, except in emergencies, of course, when you should risk your life to save others.  Christ simply asks you to show love to your neighbor in a tangible way.”

By Faith Alone: Week Fourteen – Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther begins with this from John 15:2 – “He removes every one of my branches that doesn’t produce fruit.  He also prunes every branch that does produce fruit to make it produce more fruit.”  He goes on to write:

“Christ says his Father is the gardener, who tends and looks after his vine.  God separates the wild branches from the others so that they won’t spread and spoil the true vine.  God singles them out to protect the true vine.  He determines which ones should be cut off and tossed into the fire.”

He goes on to write about the reality that seems to exist – that reality that says the world is gaining ground and the Church is losing the battle.  The wild vines seem to have the upper hand.  But Jesus tells us that His Father is at work to cut away those wild branches and preserve the true branches.  He tells us in Romans 8 that we are more than conquerors in Christ – that there is nothing in all of creation that can separate us from the love of God that is ours in Christ.

That is our hope.  That is our joy.  We trust in Him who is faithful and keeps His Word – even when it seems that all the cards are stacked against us.

By Faith Alone: Week Fourteen – Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about the freedom that comes when we stop trying to push our own agenda – when we stop trying to be in control – to call our own shots.  It is a freeing thing to give up control and trust.  It is also a fearful thing.  Trust is a constant struggle.  And fortunately for us, one that God is willing to stand with us as we struggle.  Luther writes:

“We must do what God wants and stop thinking and worrying about what God hasn’t told us to do.  Nothing is safer for us or more pleasing to God than when we trust in God’s Word instead of our own ideas.  In his Word, we will find enough guidance about what we are to do.  God requires us to have faith, to love, and to endure suffering.  These three should be enough to keep us delightfully busy.  We should deal with everything else as it comes along and let God worry about how it all turns out.  If we don’t want t listen to what God says in his Word, he punishes us by simply letting us torment ourselves for no good reason.”

May God strength us to live in the freedom of His grace as we trust Him to care for our needs in this day.

By Faith Alone: Week Fourteen – Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther writes again about trust.  It is a difficult thing to put yourself into the hands of someone else – to rely on them for all that is good and necessary.  It’s difficult in part because there is no one we know that is worthy of such trust.  As sinful human beings, we all fall short.  We all do and say things that undermine trust.  We have all been hurt by someone we trusted.  And we, in turn, have violated a trust given to us.

While there is much that makes complete trust difficult, there are many benefits as well.  It is a freeing thing to not have to worry about those things you can’t control.  It’s like getting on a train or plane and trusting that you will get to your destination.  No matter what happens along the way, you travel with the sure and certain hope that you will arrive at your destination.

Luther writes: “The terror of God’s anger had come to an end.  The earth itself had been ruined, and all life had been destroyed.  Now the blessing God promised to Noah and his sons was about to begin.  They were going to restart the human race.  No doubt they had fears as they waited for this to be accomplished.  Living solely by faith is a difficult way of life.  Noah and his family lived this way, with their eyes fixed on heaven.  The world was covered with water.  There was no dry ground to walk on.  God’s words were their only support as they floated on top of the water.”

That is how it is for us.  We have only God’s Word to sustain us – to comfort us – to lead us each day toward the destination that God has set in place for us all.  God is faithful and He will do it.

