By Faith Alone: Week Seventeen - Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

At times people get the idea that because God has promised to take care of their every need that they don’t have to do anything.  They don’t have to make plans.  They don’t have to work.  They can be like Adam and Eve in the Garden before their fall into sin.  They didn’t have to work for the food they ate.  It just grew (although they did have to reach out and pick it).

In his letter the Thessalonians, Paul speaks to that when he writes that if there are some in the fellowship who won’t work, then they shouldn’t eat either.  There were some believers who had sold all that they had and were simply waiting for Jesus to return.  Because they believed that His return was immanent, they saw no reason to engage in worldly activities anymore.

Luther writes, “We aren’t supposed to question if God in his unchangeable wisdom is willing to help us and give us what we need.  Instead, we should say with conviction, ‘I believe that God will take care of me, but I don’t know his plan.  I don’t know exactly how he’s going to fulfill his promise.’

So, we must take advantage of the opportunities we have at hand.  We have to earn our money through hard work and diligence.  In order to stay alive we have to have milk, food, clothes, and so on.  This means we have to cultivate the fields and harvest the crops.  Providing for ourselves is a God-given responsibility.  We can’t use God’s promise to take care of us as an excuse for not working diligently.”

Luther isn’t discounting the possibility that God can and will work in miraculous ways to provide for us.  This isn’t an either or.  It’s a both and.  Luther goes on to write:

“The Lord is saying, ‘I promise that I will take care of you and give you food.  But to the best of your ability, I want you to take advantage of the opportunities I have made available to you.  Otherwise, you will be testing me.  However, if you are in need and have nothing available to you, at that time I will take care of you and give you food in a miraculous way.  But keep this in mind: If there are any opportunities available to you, don’t forget that I am the one who gave them to you so that you would be able to take care of yourselves.’”

By Faith Alone: Week Seventeen – Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus.

Luther takes an interesting look at the struggles that we have with our sinful flesh and its evil desires.  He begins with this from Galatians: “If your spiritual nature is your guide, you are not subject to Moses’ laws” (Galatians 5:18).  He goes on to write:

“When we are fiercely attacked by anger, hatred, impatience, sexual desire, sorrow, or desires of the corrupt nature, we cannot get rid of these desires no matter how much we would like.  What should we do?  Should we despair?  No.  We ought to say, ‘My corrupt nature fights and rages now against the Spirit.  Let it rage as long as it wants to.  I won’t give in to it.  But I will live by the Spirit and be led by him, so I won’t gratify the desires of the corrupt nature.  If I do this, I am free from the law.  It will accuse and frighten me but does so in vain.’

When you are suffering temptation, you should not be upset that the devil can exaggerate sin.  At the time, he may make your sins appear so large that you fear you will be immediately and totally overcome, so that you feel nothing but the wrath of God and despair.  At that moment, don’t follow your feelings but hold on to the words of Paul, ‘If your spiritual nature is your guide,’ that is, if you encourage yourself through faith in Christ, ‘you are not subject to Moses’ laws.’  Then you will have the most powerful defense with which to extinguish all the flaming arrows that the devil shoots at you (Ephesians 6:16).  All the agitation and raging of the corrupt nature cannot hurt or condemn you because you follow the Spirit and don’t give in to the corrupt nature or gratify its desires. Therefore, this is the only remedy.  When we feel the stirrings of the corrupt nature raging in us, we ought to grasp the sword of the Spirit – that is, the Word of salvation.  Then we will undoubtedly be victors though we will feet the total opposite as long as the battle lasts.”

By Faith Alone: Week Seventeen – Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther begins with this from 1 Peter: “God called you to endure suffering because Christ suffered for you.  He left you an example so that you could follow in his footsteps” (1 Peter 2:21).  He goes on to write how we are to suffer injustice as Jesus suffered injustice.  And that’s a pretty tall order.  It’s one that we don’t do very well.  Suffering is not something that we wear well.

But if we can, in those few instances, endure suffering in the same way that Jesus did, then doors might be opened to sharing the Gospel.  Luther himself knew what it was like to suffer injustice.  He was called before a council to recant all that he had written.  He would not and he was labeled a criminal with a price on his head.  He endured that suffering and continued to proclaim the Gospel (even though it could cost him his life).  He did that not for his sake but for those who might hear God’s saving Word.

When Peter writes about following in Jesus’ footsteps, we need to see the picture of the shepherd painted for us in Psalm 23.  Even though we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, we fear no evil because Jesus’ presence comforts us.  He walks before us, with us and behind us as He leads us to those quiet waters and green pastures – as He leads us home.

By Faith Alone: Week Seventeen – Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther begins today with this from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians: “There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over everything, through everything, and in everything” (Ephesians 4:5-6).  He writes specifically about the Gospel – the good news of what Christ has done for us to make us acceptable to God – to make us adopted children of God.

He says that there may be many people preaching that Gospel locally and through out the world.  The presentation of the Gospel may vary.  It could be brief or more extensive.  It could be simple or complex.  But if they’re preaching Jesus as our Savior and that we are justified by faith in Him and His work, then it is the one and true Gospel.

Luther writes: “Whoever preaches or writes about this teaches the true gospel as all apostles have, most notably as Paul and Peter did in their letters.  Although preachers teach different ways and choose different words, they only preach one gospel. . . . But if the preachers teach us that Christ is our Savior, that we are justified by faith in him without works, then it’s the same Word.  There is only one gospel, just as there is only one faith and one baptism.”

There is only one gospel.  There aren’t a variety of gospels – even though many would like to think so.  While all roads may lead to Rome, not all “gospels” lead to heaven.  As Luther writes, if what is being proclaimed teaches that Jesus is our only Savior and that by faith in Him we are justified – declared righteous before God – then that is the one true Gospel.  It not, then it is no Gospel at all.
By Faith Alone: Week Seventeen – Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther begins with this: “The Teachings were given through Moses, but kindness and truth came into existence through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).  He goes on to write about how the Law works to point us to the Gospel – to Jesus Christ.

He writes: “The Teachings given through Moses are God’s laws.  God’s laws and the Ten Commandments point you in the right direction.  They show you how to live.  They tell you about righteousness and eternal life.  God’s laws are like sermons that point you to life.  You must remember these instructions, but they won’t give you life.

God’s laws are like a finger that points to the right road.  Fingers are a useful part of the body.  However, if you don’t also have feet to take you there, a wagon to ride in, or even a horse to ride on, you’ll never be able to get to the right road.  A finger can point you in the right directions, but it can’t get you there.  In a similar way, God’s laws tell you what God wants done and how he wants things to be done.  They show you that you are unable to obey them.  God’s laws show you what human nature is really like – what it can do and what it can’t do.  God’s laws were given to you in order to reveal your sins, but they don’t have the power to free you from sin or help you get rid of it.  God’s laws hold a mirror in front of you.  When you look at God’s laws, you become aware that you don’t have life or God’s approval.  What you see in the mirror forces you to cry out, “Come, Lord Jesus Christ, help me and give me your kindness so that I can do what your laws demand!”

God’s law is designed to point us to Christ and the cross where God’s mercy and justice were reconciled.  The penalty that sin deserved (that our sin deserved) was poured out.  It fell in all of its fury.  But it didn’t fall on us who deserve it.  It fell on Christ – on God’s own innocent Son.  He took our place and died so that we could live.  And we do live by faith in Jesus and His saving work done for us and given to us.

