By Faith Alone: Week Thirty: Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther begins today with this from the Gospel of John: “Don’t be troubled.  Believe in God, and believe in me” (John 14:1).  He goes on to share some good thoughts that I think are much needed in our day with the emphasis on subjective truth and the there are many ways to know God.  While there are many ways to know about God – to know from nature particular characteristics of God – there is only one way to know the one true God.  Luther writes:

“Christ is saying here, ‘You have heard that you should trust in God.  But I want to show you how to really find him so you won’t start worshiping something you made up in your head.  If you want to believe in the true God, then believe in me.  If you want to invest your faith and trust in the right place, where it will never fail, then invest in me.  For all of God lives in me.’  Later he tells them, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life’ (John 14:6).  In other words, ‘Whoever sees me, sees the Father.  Whoever hears me, hears the Father.  Therefore, if you want to meet God, then take hold of him in me and through me.  If you have me, you also have the Father.  The Father himself testifies about me.’  In the Gospels, Jesus repeatedly declares that he is from the Father.  He doesn’t speak and act on his own.  Instead, the Father commands that the whole world should believe that Christ is God.  No one should believe in any other person or accept any other way to know God than through Christ.

So it’s certain that whoever tries to go around Christ won’t meet the true God.  God is completely in Christ and places himself in Christ for us.  No one will be able to succeed  in dealing with God apart from Christ.  No one will find God on the basis of human thoughts and devotion.

Whoever wants to take the right path with his faith and not lose his way should begin where God has placed the path and where God wants to be found.  Otherwise, everything he does and believes is useless.”

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty: Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther begins with this from Genesis: “I will never again curse the ground because of humans, even though from birth their hearts are set on nothing but evil.  I will never again kill every living creature as I have just done” (Genesis 8:21).  God is speaking with Noah after the waters of the flood had receded.  Luther looks at these words of God as words of comfort.  And they are.  He has some interesting things to share.  I’ll let you read and ponder.

“God is speaking here as if he were sorry that he had punished the earth because of humans.  It almost sounds as if he is criticizing himself for dealing so harshly with the world.  We shouldn’t take this as meaning that God changed his mind about his creation.  Instead, we should take comfort from this passage.  God, in effect, blames himself in order to encourage and lift the spirits of his little flock.  He tells his people that he wants to be merciful from this point on.

Noah and his family needed comfort.  They were terrified by God’s anger, which had just destroyed the world.  Because their faith was shaken, God wanted to show himself in a way that would make them expect nothing else but his good will and mercy.  So he was present at their sacrifice, talked to them, and told them he was pleased with them.  He told them that he was displeased about destroying the human race and promised never to do it again.  God wasn’t being inconsistent or changing.  No, he wanted these people, who were witnesses of the effects of his anger, to change their attitudes and perceptions of him.

People who are going through spiritual trials know how important it is to hear words of comfort.  They need to be told to hope in God’s good will and dismiss discouraging thoughts of impending doom.  A whole day, even an entire month, may not be enough time to comfort them.  Recovery from sickness often takes a long time.  In the same way, wounded hearts can’t be quickly healed with one little word.  Because God is aware of this, he uses a variety of ways to show people his good will and mercy – even blaming himself.”

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty: Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about why we say “Amen.”   He writes that “the word Amen indicates strong affirmation and means ‘Let it be so.’”  He also quotes 2 Corinthians 1:20 – “Certainly, Christ made God’s many promises come true.  For that reason, because of our message, people also honor God by saying, ‘Amen!’”

Jesus is the YES to every promise of God.  He is the sure and certain Word.  In a world where truth is up for grabs – defined by each individual – it is an absolute necessity that we proclaim God’s Word – that we speak of Jesus as the “amen” that He is.  Because the tomb is empty – because Jesus rose from the dead and destroyed the power of sin and death to destroy, there is nothing in all of creation that can keep God’s promises from coming true.

We live by faith now in Jesus.  All of God’s promises are ours right now.  And we wait for that day when they will be made complete in time and in our bodies.  Until that time, we continue to live by faith in Jesus who is the YES to every promise of God.  And we say “Amen” because it is and will be so.  That is our hope and it is certain and sure.
By Faith Alone: Week Thirty: Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about the life of a disciple – our life of growth in God’s grace and faith.  He begins with this: “This is to continue . . . until we become mature, until we measure up to Christ, who is the standard.  Then we will no longer be little children” (Ephesians 4:13-14).  He goes on to write:

“Human reason enjoys finding fault with the messengers of God’s Word.  It can quickly detect of these teachers’ lives and habits aren’t consistent with the absolutely pure teachings that they proclaim.  Somehow, reason can judge their lives on the basis of their doctrine while, at the same time, rejecting their doctrine.  In this way, our enemies complain that they’re always hearing the gospel form us but not seeing behavior that matches it.  They say we preach one thing and do another.

But our critics should remember that human beings are merely creatures with the ability to reason.  Yet, God has given these human beings the authority to rule over all of creation (Genesis 1:28).  Now, look at a baby.  Where is this mighty authority God has given to him?  An infant is the most pitiful of all living beings.  He can’t help himself in the least.  He depends solely on outside help; otherwise, he would die.  Despite his helplessness, the baby still possesses authority over all creation.  Although we can’t easily see this authority, the hope and promise of it remain.  So the parents cherish, nourish, and take care of the child so that when he grows up and becomes strong, he can take on this authority.

Just as all people begin life as a weak baby does and mature over time, the same is true for all believers in spiritual matters.  Day by day, we grow in our faith and by our faith.  We keep growing until we eventually meet our Lord as mature people, just as Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:13.  Meanwhile, God, our merciful Fatehr, watches over us in our weakness and continually forgives us.”

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty: Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about living in God’s grace.  He is writing from a very personal perspective.  He had spent much of his life trying to earn God’s favor – trying to change himself from the outside in.  And it left him despairing and hating God.  But then through his study of God’s Word (particularly the letter to the Romans), he discovered God’s grace and how we live in that grace.

He starts with this from the Gospel of John: “I am the vine.  You are the branches.  Those who live in me while I live in them will produce a lot of fruit.  But you can’t produce anything without me” (John 15:5).  He writes:

“By saying that believers live in him and he lives in them, Jesus is making it clear that Christianity is not something we put on externally.  We don’t put it on like clothes.  We don’t adopt it as a new lifestyle that focuses on our own efforts, as do those who practice a holy lifestyle they have invented themselves.  Rather, Christian faith is a new birth brought about by God’s Word and Spirit.  A Christian must be a new person from the depths of his heart.  Once the heart is born anew in Christ, these fruits will follow: confession of the gospel, love, obedience, patience, purity, and so on.

In this passage, Christ warns his disciples that they must remain in his Word.  Remaining in the Word leads to genuine, newborn Christians.  These true Christians produce much fruit.  They guard themselves from the teaching that perverts God’s Word and that tries to make grapes from thistles and thorns.  This will never happen, however, because each kind produces its own kind.  Even if you teach about, strive for, and pile up good works, your nature won’t change.  You must first possess a new nature.  You won’t accomplish anything by striving and exhausting yourself.

The two types of works remain vastly different.  The one type of work is produced by human effort, while the other grows naturally.  The works we make up always require us to strive harder, but they never do as well as natural growth.  In contrast, natural growth stands, moves, lives, and does what it should naturally.  So Christ says, ‘All other human teaching cannot succeed because it instructs people to make up works.  But if you live in me, as natural branches live on the vine, you will certainly produce good fruit.’”

