By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-Eight: Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about worrying about daily necessities.  He quotes this from Matthew 6: “So I tell you to stop worrying about what you will eat, drink, or ear.  Isn’t life more than food and the body more than clothes?”

He goes on to write that worry is a lack of trust in God for our daily care.  And that’s true.  Worry is always a lack of trust – either a lack of trust in my ability to do what needs to be done or a lack of trust in someone else to do their job.  And that can apply to all of our relationships and not just our relationship with God.

Because we are sinful, trust is always a struggle.  The devil knows that and tempts us to resolve such worries about daily necessities by the accumulation of wealth.  Wealth is not intrinsically evil.  The desire for a sustainable job and a living wage doesn’t place on a slippery slope toward destruction.

The problem is that money can become an idol.  If we are placing our trust and security in the money we earn and accumulate, then we are being separated from God.  Our trust is misplaced.  Wealth, no matter how plentiful, is only temporary.  It can be lost as quickly as it is gained.  It is not a constant.  It is not certain and sure.

God, on the other hand, is steadfast.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever.  He is the God of daily bread and He knows what we need (better than we do).  In that same chapter of Matthew, Jesus tells us don’t look for security in possessions.  Look instead to God’s Word.  Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness (that righteousness that comes to us by faith in Jesus and His saving work done for us) and all these others things – these daily necessities – will be added to you.

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-Eight: Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther writes about a topic that is often overlooked by those in the Church.  It might even be why we often get labeled as hypocrites by those outside the Church.  That topic is the truth that, as Christians, we are saint and sinner at the same time.  We are a new creation in Christ, but the old Adam remains.  Luther writes:

“Peter points out here (1 Peter 2:11) that no believer is completely perfect and pure.  Some think this passage only refers to sinners, as if believers don’t have any evil desires.  But study Scripture carefully and take note: On one hand, the prophets sometimes speak of believers as if they were pure in every respect.  On the other hand, they also speak of them as still having evil desires and struggling against sin.  Some people cannot get comfortable with both truths.  So look at Christians as having two parts – the inner being, which is faith, and the outer being, which is the corrupt nature.  If you look at a Christian only according to faith, he appears pure and totally clean, for the Word of God finds nothing impure in him.  When faith enters a person’s heart and his heart accepts it, the Word makes it completely clean.  Therefore, all things are perfect in faith and we are kings, priests, and God’s people. But because faith lives in us and we still live on earth, we at times feel evil inclinations, such as impatience, fear of death, and so on.  These are still shortcomings of the old man, for faith doesn’t yet have full power over our corrupt nature.

In Luke 10:30-37, a man was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among robbers who beat him and left him lying half dead.  Later, a Samaritan bound his wounds, took him, and had him cared for.  Because this man was being taken care of, he was no longer deathly ill and was sure to live.  He had life, but he didn’t have complete health.  In the same way, we have Christ and we are certain of eternal life, but we don’t yet enjoy total health.  Some of our evil desires still remain with us.”

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-Eight: Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther writes today about the goodness of God.  He quotes this from the Book of Psalms: “Give thanks to the Lord because He is good, because His mercy endures forever” (Psalm 118:1).  We could spend years unpacking all that the word “good” entails.  Good is often seen as something beneficial.  And so God’s goodness is often equated with that.  And that’s okay.  But too often when the benefits of life seem to be lacking, the goodness of God is called into question.  It’s hard to give thanks for God’s goodness when trials threaten to overwhelm.

There is another aspect of good that focuses on a state of being.  When Jesus was called good, He replied that no one is good except God alone.  Because Adam and Eve sinned, they fell and all creation with them.  Nothing that God created was good anymore.  It had all become corrupted by sin.

So God’s goodness is something that stands outside of this creation.  It is who He is.  The good news for us is that God brought His goodness into His creation.  He stepped into His creation and became a man.  He came to be the good that we cannot be.  He did that by becoming sin for us so that we could become the righteousness of God (the goodness of God) in Him.

Often people talk of Jesus being in their hearts.  And He is.  But the fuller reality is that He has taken us into His heart – into His goodness.  We have been transferred from the kingdom of sin and destruction to the kingdom of life and light.  Read Romans 6:1-11 to see how that was accomplished in us and for us.  And that goodness that we now possess by faith in Jesus endures forever because that is who God is and who He has made us become.

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-Eight: Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

“When the festival was half over, Jesus went to the temple courtyard and began to teach” (John 7:14).  That’s where Luther begins his conversation about strength in weakness.  He goes on to write:

“Jesus traveled to the festival secretly.  This made his opponents proud.  But Jesus was obedient to God and wasn’t afraid of their defiance.  He didn’t merely go to Jerusalem, he went to the middle of the temple.  This was the place where his worst enemies, the priests and Pharisees, had great power and ruled.  Setting side all fear, Christ took them on at their own game.  He didn’t ask if it was okay with them if he could preach.  HE ignored their religious authority and civil status and didn’t ask for permission.  Instead, he entered the temple with enthusiasm and spiritual power and began to teach.  Christ didn’t ask, ‘Mr. Annas, Mr. Caiaphas, do you mind if I preach?’  Instead, he took over the priestly ministry for himself.  He was very brave to walk up right before their eyes.  Earlier, they had challenged him and called him afraid and timid.  Now they had to stand there and listen to him preach.

John describes this even for our comfort.  No one should become worried when God allows himself to appear as weak, while the world boasts and struts around.  The same is true for all Christians, especially preachers.  They are often weak and timid, while their powerful adversaries stomp their feet and threaten.  This is nothing new.  We have to get used to it.  It doesn’t only happen to us.  It happened to all the prophets and apostles.  They appeared weak compared to their oppressors.  Yet it was in their weakness that they were the strongest.”

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-Eight: Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Pretending to be sorry is the theme of Luther’s devotion today.  I’m sure there are times when people say that they are sorry when they are not.  They may still be angry or resentful.  They may still feel unjustly accused convinced that they did nothing wrong.  But they say that they’re sorry or pretend like it’s no big deal.

The problem with that is pretence doesn’t remove the sin.  It doesn’t repair the brokenness that comes into relationships because of sin (no matter whose sin it is).  They have spoken the words, but they hold onto the hurts, the pain, their anger.  And the next time conflict comes, all that stuff comes to the surface once again.  And the other is seen as an enemy instead of an ally in dealing with the real enemy which is sin.

Being sorry is letting go of all of that stuff.  Forgiveness opens to door to put the hurt, the anger, the pain on the table where the two can now work together to deal with the source of the conflict.  It allows for reflection and conversation on what each has done to contribute to the conflict.  It allows for continued confession and the opportunity to work together on removing the barriers that sin brings into our relationships.

That’s why Jesus tells us if we are bringing our gifts to the altar and there remember that we have something against our brother, we are to leave our gift and go and be reconciled.  Pretending to be sorry doesn’t remove the barrier and make us blind to the barrier it places between us and God.  We can’t harbor resentments against our brothers and come to God as if they didn’t exist.  At that point, we run the risk of despising the forgiveness that Jesus died to give.

May we cast ourselves and our burdens upon Christ trusting in His Word and power to remove our sin and open a way to be reconciled with those estranged from us because of sin.

