By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-one: Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes a word about trusting God in all circumstances – good or bad.  He begins with this passage from Deuteronomy: “So he made you suffer from hunger and then fed you with manna . . . He did this to teach you that a person cannot live on bread alone but on every word that the Lord speaks” (Deuteronomy 8:3).  He then writes:

“How does providing manna show that a person should live on every word that the Lord speaks?  Is this manna God’s Word?  No, but God uses this example to explain what he said about hunger: ‘he made you suffer form hunger and then fed you with manna.’  He did this to show you that even if you don’t have manna, God’s Word can keep you alive.  God’s Word promises that he will never leave you, and he will always take care of you.  For even in times of hunger, faith in what God says nourishes, not only the soul, but also the body – the whole person.  God will never abandon you.  In his own time, he will provide food for your body the same way he used ravens and the widow of “Zarephath to feed Elijah, and manna to feed the Israelites.

When Moses ways that a person can’t live on bread alone, he isn’t only talking about manna.  These words apply both to times when you’re hungry and to times when you have plenty of food.  The point is that God wants to show you his goodness through all your experiences.  When you’re hungry, you should learn to trust God’s Word.  God promises to take care of you and not let you die of hunger.  When you trust in him, he will provide nourishment to your body because of your faith.  He does all this to prevent you from worshiping your appetites and to teach you that life doesn’t depend on a full stomach.  God sustains both the body and the soul.  You would’ve never learned this truth if your stomach had always been full.  This is how you learn to trust in God.”

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-one: Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes concerning God’s Law and its annoying habit of showing us our sin.  There is a purpose for that.  And it is a purpose motivated by love.  There is a reason why we need to be conscious of our sin.  If we are not, it can become like a cancer that goes undetected until it’s too late.  And God desires that no one perish.  So He works through the Law to show us our sin so that we can see and confess our need for a Savior.

Luther begins with this: “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified their corrupt nature along with its passions and desires” (Galatians 5:24).  He then writes: “It’s very advantageous for believers to be aware of the sinful tendencies of their corrupt nature.  This awareness keeps them from becoming filled with pride through the useless, godless delusion of trying to become righteous by works, as if this would make them acceptable to God.  Puffed up by this delusion, the monks believed they were so holy because of their self-chosen works that they sold their righteousness and holiness to others.  In their own hearts, however, they were convinced that they were impure.  Trusting in our own righteousness and imagining ourselves to be pure is very damaging.

But if we are aware of the sinfulness in our own hearts, we cannot trust in our own righteousness.  This awareness humbles us so that we let go of our pride and stop trusting in our own works.  It compels us to run to Christ, our Reconciler.  He doesn’t have a corrupt, impure nature, but a completely clean and holy one, which he gave for the life of the world.  In him we find a trustworthy and complete righteousness.  So we remain humble – not with false humility but with true humility – because of the sinful tendencies and shortcomings of our corrupt nature.  Therefore, we would be guilty of eternal death if God were to strictly judge us.  But we are not proud in the sight of God.  We humbly acknowledge our sins and desire forgiveness with a broken heart.  Trusting in the work of Christ as Mediator, we enter God’s presence and his immeasurable heaven of kindness over us, and for the sake of Christ, he does not credit our sins to us.”

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-one: Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about the discipline of the Lord.  He points out that God’s discipline is an act of His love for us and motivated by His desire that none of us perish.  He quotes John 3:17 that tells us that Jesus didn’t come into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.

Luther also writes from his own experience.  He grew up believing that God was an angry God – an angry judge – who looked for any reason to condemn.  By his study of God’s Word, he gained a different perspective – a perspective that he writes about here.

“A father and mother don’t scold, spank, or punish their children because they want to see their children die.  They discipline their children so that they won’t fall into the hands of the executioner later.  In the same way, God doesn’t want us to run wild.  He directs and disciplines us in order to restrain us and keep us from being punished.  Instead, God wants to protect and make us heirs in the kingdom of heaven.

God disciplines his chosen ones and even sends them many trials and troubles.  When you find yourself thinking, ‘Oh, God is so angry with me,’ then, say to yourself, ‘I believe in you and in your Word.  You won’t deceive me.  Even if you send me many troubles, it’s not because you are condemning me.  You will never throw me out.  As Psalm 143:2 says, “Do not take me to court,” for you haven’t been sent to judge the world.’  Even if God were to send plagues, don’t think that he wants to destroy everything.  When the Corinthians behaved foolishly at the Lord’s Supper, and God allowed many to become ill and die, Paul declared, ‘If we were judging ourselves correctly, we would not be judged.  But when the Lord judges us, he disciplines us so that we won’t be condemned along with the rest of the world’ (1 Corinthians 11:31-32).

We should understand that God disciplines us so that we will be saved, not condemned.  By disciplining us, he hopes to pull us back from the condemnation and judgment reserved for the world.  He doesn’t want us to be judged along with the world.  Christ didn’t come to judge.  We shouldn’t look on him as an executioner.  He isn’t angry.  He doesn’t want to condemn us.  Instead, Christ wants to help us.”

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-one: Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther is writing about wealth and possessions.  He speaks of the proper way to use the gifts that God gives.  Wealth and possessions fall into the category of gifts.  Luther speaks to some misconceptions in his day concerning wealth.  Those misconceptions exist still today (primarily among those who don’t have great wealth).

He begins with this: “Abram was very rich because he had livestock, silver, and gold” (Genesis 13:2).  He goes on to write: “People have many wrong ideas about wealth and material possessions.  The Bible gives us numerous examples, such as this passage, for countering these errors.  The Scriptures teach us that riches are not wrong in and of themselves because they are gifts from God.  Rather, the problem begins with the people who own and use them.

No good philosopher or theologian would find fault with what God has created and given to his people.  Instead, he would condemn the misuse of God’s gifts.  David says, ‘When riches increase, do not depend on them’ (Psalm 62:10).  It’s as if he meant to say, ‘Riches are good, but be careful that you don’t use them in the wrong way.’  Similarly, it isn’t necessarily wrong to admire a woman.  After all, she is one of God’s beautiful creatures.  But desiring someone you’re not supposed to is sinful.  In order to remain pure, monks shut themselves up in monasteries to avoid seeing any women. But even when they were alone, they would burn with desire for women because they had sinful hearts.  Refusing to look at women can’t stop these improper thoughts, just as abstaining from certain things doesn’t put an end to sinful longings.  Rather, we learn how to control ourselves by interacting with people and actually using our possession.

Your primary goal in lfe should be devotion to God.  After that, strive to make use of what you own with a pure heart.  Keep in mind that material possessions aren’t evil in and of themselves.  Those who use their possessions wrongly are like a fool who slouches when he stands in the sunlight and then becomes upset because his shadow is crooked.  These people don’t realize that the problem is inside of them.”

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-one: Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Again, Luther writes about the struggles that we face as we try to live as God’s children in a world that is hostile to Jesus (and therefore hostile toward us).  He begins with this: “In every way we’re troubled, but we aren’t crushed by our troubles.  We’re frustrated, but we don’t give up.  We’re persecuted, but we’re not abandoned.  We’re captured, but we’re not killed” (2 Corinthians 4:8-9).

He goes on to write: “If the world cannot enthrall us with its delights and draw us into its sins, then it tries to drive us out with suffering and torment.  The whole time we are no earth the world tries to deceive us by showing us examples of sin or by cruelly torturing us.  It’s like a mythical monster with the head of a beautiful maiden, the body of a lion, and the tail of a poisonous serpent. The final destiny of the world, with its pleasures and cruelty, is poison and eternal death.

Therefore, God has ordained matters so that the sins of the world end up bringing us blessing.  So also the persecutions of the world aren’t useless, but God intended for them to increase our blessings.  So when the world tries to harm us, it ends up serving us and making us better people.

So we see that the entire Bible and all the early church fathers agree that those who try to harm us end up being very useful to us if we patiently endure the suffering.  That is why Peter says, “Who will harm you if you are devoted to doing what is good?” (1 Peter 3:13).  And we read in the Psalms, “No enemy will take him by surprise.  No wicked person will mistreat him” (Psalm 89:22).  But how can our enemies not harm us when they try so hard to kill us and sometimes even succeed?  It’s precisely when they harm us that they do us the most good.  If we are wise, we understand we’re living in the middle of blessing and evil at the same time.  It’s amazing how God in his goodness moderates it all!

