By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-two: Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about crying out to God.  He writes about the new heart created in us by the power of God’s Word cries out in faith – in the midst of sorrows and trials.  That heart knows that we don’t deserve God’s attention or a listening ear.  But faith also knows that He invites us to pray – to cry out to Him in our distress.  It is a confident cry that trusts in God’s promise even in the midst of fear and doubt.

Luther writes: “We should cry out to God in such a way that we’re convinced in our heart that he will answer.  It should be a cry that allows us to boast, as Jonah did, that God answers when we cry out in our need.  This is simply crying out with the heart’s true voice of faith.  Unless we first life up our hearts to God, we are unable to lift up our heads or hold up our hands.”

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-two: Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about prayer and faith.  He writes about prayer from the perspective of his times and from his own personal struggles.  He grew up in the Church being taught that good works gained merit with God – that prayer was a good work done to gain God’s favor.

Luther lived at a time when righteousness before God was a work done from the outside in.  Do the works and God rewards you with grace that then works on the heart.  This process was to continue until the heart was made new – from the outside in.

Luther would say that righteousness is a work that is done from the inside out.  Once the heart is cleansed – made new – then the righteousness of God that is His gift to us through the forgiveness of our sins begins to make itself known externally – in our words and deeds.  The struggle for us is that sin is still at work in our bodies so that not all we do and say is the fruit of God’s work in us.

So we live and pray trusting God and His promises.  We know that He hears us because He tells us that He hears the prayers of those who abide in Him.  We have been united with Jesus through Baptism and are hearts have been made new through the forgiveness of sins.  We pray, not to gain God’s favor, but because He has made us His children and invites us to speak to Him.

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-two: Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther begins with this: “Certainly, goodness and mercy will stay close to me all the days of my life, and I will remain in the Lord’s house for days without end” (Psalm 23:6).  He goes on to write:

“The devil never stops tormenting believers.  On the inside, he afflicts them with fears.  On the outside, he torments them with the tricks of false teachers and the power of tyrants.  So at the conclusion of this psalm, David earnestly prayed that God, who had given him rich blessings, would continue to take car of him until the end.  He was asking God to grant him favor so that ‘goodness and mercy will stay close’ to him all the days of his life.  Then, David explained how God would show his goodness and mercy: ‘I will remain in the Lord’s house for days without end.’  He was saying, ‘Lord, you are the one who started all this.  You gave me your holy Word and made me one of your people who know, honor, and praise you.  Continue to show me your favor so that I may stay close to your Word and never be separated from your holy kingdom.’”

Having been united with Christ, our place in God’s kingdom is assured.  Every Sunday we are invited to come into His house (a foreshadowing of the reality that will be ours when Christ returns in His glory).  Luther adds a word of warning that we should earnestly pray and ask God to keep His goodness and mercy close to us all our days.  We should pray that, not because God made simply decide to remove it from us on a whim, but because we too often turn to other things for that goodness and mercy.

May God keep us steadfast in faith and in His grace that is ours in Jesus Christ.  May He keep our eyes focused on Jesus and our words and deeds pleasing in His sight.

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-two: Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about one of the perplexing parts of being a child of God.  That part is that we are saints and sinners at the same time.  We are a new creation who is still burdened by the old sinful nature inherited from Adam.  As Paul says, we know the good that we want to do but too often we do what we hate.

Luther writes: “How can those who have God’s approval in Christ not be sinners and yet be sinners at the same time?  For the Scripture asserts both about the person who has God’s approval.  John writes in 1 John 1:8, ‘If we say, “We aren’t sinful” we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.’  He also writes in 1 John 5:18, ‘We know that those who have been born from God don’t go on sinning.’  He says the same in 1 John 3:9, ‘Those who have been born from God don’t live sinful lives.  What God has said lives in them, and they can’t live sinful lives.’  In other words, John is saying that believers don’t sin.  But if they were to claim they had no sin, they would be lying.

We can see a similar difficulty in the book of Job.  God, who cannot lie, says Job is a man of integrity in Job 1:8.  Yet, Job confesses later in Job 9:20 and other passages that he is a sinner.  In Job 7:P21, he says, ‘Why don’t you forgive my disobedience and take away my sin?’  Job must be telling the truth because if he were lying to God, God wouldn’t call him a righteous person.  So, Job is at the same time righteous and sinful.

If we look at faith, God’s laws are fulfilled, sin is destroyed, and no law is left.  But if we look at our corrupt nature, there is nothing good.  Therefore, we must always remember that all of us who are righteous through faith are still sinners.”

We need to remember that we are still sinners who are dependent upon God’s grace to live as a child of God and remain members of His family.  Even our best works are tainted by the sin that we are.  Remembering that we are still sinners compels us to fly to the cross – to turn to Christ – to confess our sin and hear Him say again to us that for those sins He died.

By Faith Alone: Week Thirty-two: Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about eternal food.  He begins with this: “Don’t work for food that spoils.  Instead, work for the food that lasts into eternal life.  This is the food the Son of Man will give you” (John 6:27).  He goes on to write:

“In this passage, Christ compares what perishes with what last forever.  If we were truly concerned about this difference, we would keep holding on to what is eternal and stop clinging to what is temporary.  Christ is saying here, ‘If I were to give you right now the type of things you already have, such as the bread you get from the baker, and if I were to give you enough of it to satisfy the entire world, how much would it really help you?  If I had more wheat, barley, oats, money, and property than the riches person in the world to give you, what would be gained?  I would have food to give you, but it would be perishable food that wouldn’t last forever.’

There isn’t a farmer so foolish that he would give one hundred bushels of grain for a crumbled piece of paper.  There isn’t a merchant who would exchange a hundred bottles of beer for a glass of water.  Both would rather sell their possessions at a premium price.

Christ, however, is saying that everything we own is perishable and that we should willingly give it all away in order to get eternal food.  But in this world, we tend to be more concerned about what will pass away than what will last forever.  We grab for a handful of food and end up letting go of the gospel.”

