By Faith Alone: Week Twenty-Four: Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther writes about Christ being our ransom – the price that had to be paid to set us free from the chains of sin and the death that we deserve because of our sin.  Ransom is a term that is often connected to kidnapping.  Someone is kidnapped and a ransom price is demanded in order for the one kidnapped to be set free.

That is a good picture for what occurred when sin entered into creation through Adam and Eve.  God’s creation was taken captive – mankind in particular.  And a ransom price would have to be paid.  Otherwise, mankind would die.

Jesus became that ransom price.  He offered His life in exchange for ours.  By His blood, He paid the wage that sin demanded – the price that our sin deserved.  It was a ransom of great cost.  It is a mercy beyond comprehension.  Luther quotes from Galatians: “I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I now live I live by believing in God’s Son, who loved me and took the punishment for my sins” (Galatians 2:20).

He then contrasts the great price paid to set us free – the costly work Christ did to rescue us from the chains of sin – to our works.  He calls it foolishness to think that, in light of the price Jesus paid, we could commend ourselves to God by any of our works.  If that were possible, then Jesus would have never had to die.  But it isn’t possible.  Our only hope of rescue and salvation is in Jesus and the work He has done for us and given to us.  We have been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and not by anything we have or could ever do.

Live in the gift.

By Faith Alone: Week Twenty-Four: Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther begins with this from John: “The Word became human and lived among us. We saw his glory.  It was the glory that the Father shares with his only Son, a glory full of kindness and truth” (John 1:14).  He goes on to write about the meaning of John’s words – to describe who the Word is.

He writes: ‘This is the first time that John called the Word the only Son of the Father.  You might have wondered who the Word was when John said, “In the beginning the Word already existed” (John 1:1), “Everything came into existence through him” (John 1:3), and “He was the source of life, and that life was the light of humanity” (John 1:4).  In this passage you can see that the Word, who existed with the Father from eternity and is the light for humanity, is God’s only Son.  The Word alone is the Son, and no one else.  Now we know what John meant when he used the term Word earlier.  From this point on, John will speak plainly about Christ’s kingdom.  Up to this point, he spoke with strange and unusual words.  They weren’t clear in any language.  But now he says, “The Word is God’s only Son.”

God also has many other children.  However, he has only one Son through whom he created everything.  The other children are not the Word, through whom everything was created.  Rather, these children were created through this only Son, who is coequal Creator of heaven and earth with the Father.  All the others became children through the Son.  The Word alone is, as Paul states, the only “Son of God” (Romans 1:4).  Through him, God makes and rules all things.

We must hold this passage from the book of John in the highest honor.  We should comfort ourselves with it in times of sorrow and temptation.  We should hold on to it in faith because it reminds us that we are children of God.”
By Faith Alone: Week Twenty-Four: Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about will – God’s will and our own.  The title of his devotion is: “Your Will Be Done.”  That connects with our praying the Lord’s Prayer.  We ask that God’s will be done among us.  We ask that we be able to see what His will is.  We also pray that we are able to submit our own will to the will of God.

Luther quotes part of Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane from Luke 22:42.  Jesus prays, “Father, if it is your will, take this cup of suffering away from me.  However, your will must be done, not mine.”  He then talks about human will in contrast to God’s and writes that even some times what appears to be good has to be set aside so that God’s will is done.

He writes about what he calls an evil will – one that doesn’t tolerate any opposition and another that, while at times it can appear good, is evidenced by impatience.  Luther writes, “A truly good will, if it’s hindered, says, ‘O God, I thought what I wanted would be good.  If it’s not to be, I’m satisfied.  Let your will be done.’  Wherever there’s conflict and impatience, there’s nothing good – no matter how good it may seem.”

He then cautions against thinking that our good will is always in line with God’s will.  He uses David and his desire to build God a temple as an example.  Luther writes, “God praised him (David) for it, and yet God didn’t let it happen.”

Luther concludes, “God often breaks a good will in order that a false, evil will won’t sneak in by appearing good.  He does this so we learn that as good as our will might be, it’s still immeasurably inferior to his will.  So our inferior good will must yield to the infinitely good will of God.”

By Faith Alone: Week Twenty-Four: Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther spends time musing on the difficulties that come because God is the giver of all good gifts.  That difficulty is to fall in love with the gift to the neglect of the Giver.  The simple word for that is idolatry.  And the simple solution would be to let go of those gifts – to not hold onto them as if our life depended on it.

Because we live in a fallen and broken world and we ourselves continue to struggle with our sin, it’s too easy to get attached to the gifts.  The reality that we confront daily can easily convince us that we can’t live without the gifts we have – things like family, home, vocation, food, drink, etc.  And many of those things are necessary to sustain our lives here in this world.

But we need to remember Jesus’ words in Matthew 6.  God knows that we need all of those things.  He hasn’t fallen asleep.  He won’t refuse to give them because of the possibility that we might make them our gods.  Jesus tells us to seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness.  All these other things will be added to us.

They will be given to us because God knows we need them to sustain our lives here.  But He will also give them to us because He has made us His children.  He has given everything to us – even His life – so that we can live with Him – so that we can be delivered from the power of sin and death to consume and destroy us.  Having made us His children, He will not abandon us to those defeated powers.

However, our hope cannot rest in God’s desire to provide for our every need in this world.  We can’t because this world is not our home and stuff happens.  We get old.  We die.  Loved ones die.  We lose jobs, income, house and such.  The reasons why God allows that to happen may not always be clear.  But one thing that God is at work to do in such struggles is to keep us focused on Him – to focus on Him and His promise to be with us always and to provide for our every need.

And even if all these things be gone – if we die – our help is still in the Lord who made heaven and earth and who holds our lives in His hands.  He has united us with Himself and nothing in all of creation – not even the absence of physical blessings – can separate us from His love.  We are more than conquerors through Him who loves us and cares for our every need – in this life and the next.

By Faith Alone: Week Twenty-Four: Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther writes today about loving the world and why that’s a dark path that leads to destruction.  He begins with this quote from 1 John: “Don’t love the world and what it offers. Those who love the world don’t have the Father’s love in them” (1 John 2:15).  He then writes: “Being in the world, seeing the world, and experiencing the world are all different from loving the world, just as having sin and feeling sin are both different from loving sin.”

He then uses Abraham and David as examples of children of God who lived in the world, saw and experienced the world, but did not love the world.  In particular, he writes this about David: “David was a mighty king but didn’t demand his own way. . . . David didn’t rule his kingdom according to his own will, but according to God’s will and for God’s honor.  So he didn’t love the world.  But when someone oppresses and troubles the poor and uses other people’s possessions as his own, then you see someone loving the world.”

David was an adulterer and a murderer.  He took Bathsheba as his own and had her husband killed.  That would seem to be evidence that David indeed loved the world.  David was a sinful human being, as are we.  When we fall, when sin’s allure turns us to the ways of the world and we sin, that doesn’t mean that we don’t have the Father’s love in us – that we are no longer a child of God.  True evidence of that would be an unrepentant heart that refuses to acknowledge the sin.  When David was confronted with his sin, he was broken and trusted himself to God’s mercy.  He was still living subject to the will of God.

Luther writes: “Christ says that the Holy Spirit ‘will come to convict the world of sin’ (John 16:8).  The world is filled with people who have turned away from God and know nothing about God.  They have turned instead to what God has created and have used his creation for their own honor.”  God comes to us to convict us of our sin so that He can keep us from falling away from Him – so that He can show us the dead end that loving the world can be and rescue us – to keep us as His own.  He did that with David and He does that with us daily so that He can keep us as His children – safe from the power and destruction of sin.

