By Faith Alone: Week Sixty-five: Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about death’s sting – what it is – what it does to us – and what God has done to remove that from us.  He begins with this from 1 Corinthians 15:56-57 – “Sin gives death its sting, and God’s standards give sin its power.  Thank God that he gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Luther then writes: “This is a beautiful passage for Christians.  It shows us how, through Christ’s victory, we can get rid of death’s sting.  It shows us how we can get rid of the power of the law, which drives that sting into us and kills us.  Ultimately, the sting will be completely removed from us.  Paul closes with an appropriate song, which we can also sing, “Thank God that he gives us the victory.”  With this song, we can continually celebrate Easter, praising God for this victory.  We didn’t win this victory or achieve it in battle, for it’s too great and lofty.  But this victory was given to us out of God’s kindness.  He had mercy on our misery, and he knew no one else could help us.  So he sent his Son into battle.  Christ secured the victory.  He defeated the enemies – sin, death, and hell.  He gave us this victory so that we can call it our own, just as if we had won it.

Now we must take it seriously and not live in contradiction to God, as do those who presume to conquer sin and death by themselves.  Also, we don’t want to be found ungrateful, as apathetic Christians will often be.  We should rather hold this victory in our hearts with firm faith and strengthen ourselves with it.  Keep this message of Christ’s victory in mind.  Sing about it, and travel along joyfully until that day when you experience this victory in your own body.”

By Faith Alone: Week Sixty-five: Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther talks about Jesus as the source of life.  He is writing in the context of his time and experience so some of the illustrations may seem a bit dated, but there are still connections that we can make to our context.  He begins with this from John 6:53 – “Jesus told them, ‘I can guarantee this truth: If you don’t eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you don’t have the source of life in you.’”

Luther writes: “No matter what anyone says, this passage is clear.  If Jesus had phrased this in the affirmative, ‘Whoever eats my flesh has life,’ then somebody could have challenged it by saying, ‘Those  who don’t eat it will also be saved.’  Some scoundrels also say, ‘Your teaching is correct, but ours is also correct.  The Lord didn’t mean to exclude other ways.’  They create many ways to receive eternal life, including praying to the saints, worshiping the virgin Mary, or living in a monastery.  But none of these ways can achieve eternal life.  Christ excludes all other ways.  They are all unacceptable.

Take a look at this from another angle.  If I were to say, ‘Wittenberg beer quenches thirst.  Annaberg beer also quenches thirst,’ then I don’t exclude other beers.  But it would be very different if I were to say, ‘If you don’t drink Wittenberg beer, no other beer will quench your thirst.’  In the same way, Christ doesn’t speak in the affirmative here.  He excludes everything else when he says, ‘If you don’t eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you don’t have the source of life in you.’  If we despise his flesh, noting else will prove helpful.  I may call on Saint Mary or Saint Peter, but they cannot help me.  It’s out of the question.  In a word, all other ways are rejected.

Life, grace, and salvation come to us by faith alone and not by good works.  They become ours by believingt and by eating and drinking the body and blood of Christ.”

By Faith Alone: Week Sixty-five: Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about one aspect of our life together with God – our life in faith.  We are not to live a life of inactivity because God’s will being done will happen without any contribution on our part.  God has given us talents and wisdom.  And we are to use them in service to Him.  We don’t always use them well and sometimes we neglect them.  But God uses us to accomplish His purposes in the lives of our neighbors.

Luther begins with this from Genesis 27:42-43 – “Rebekah . . . said to him, ‘Watch out!  Your brother Esau is comforting himself by planning to kill you.  So now, son, obey me.  Quick!  Run away to my brother Laban in Haran.’”

Luther writes: “Rebekah shows her wisdom in sending Jacob away to avoid Esau’s anger.  She didn’t test God by saying, ‘The one who blessed you will also care for you,’ and let it go at that.  To be sure, whatever God wants will indeed happen, but he uses people and things to accomplish what he wants.  Rebekah believed that the worship of God and the blessing entrusted to Jacob would be protected.  So she made use of what God had provided to find a way for Jacob to avoid danger.

Those who assume God will take care of everything and don’t think it’s important to make use of what’s available should carefully note this example.  These type of people sometimes don’t take any action because they believe that if something is meant to happen, then it will happen with or without their help.  They even put themselves in unnecessary danger, expecting God to protect them because of his promises.

But these kinds of thoughts are sinful because God wants you to use what you have available and make the best of your opportunities.  He wants to accomplish his will through you.  For example, he gave you a father and mother, even though he could have created you and fed you without them.  This means that in your everyday life, you have the responsibility to work.  You plow, plant, and harvest, but God is the one who provides the outcome.

If you stopped giving a baby milk, reasoning that the baby could live without food if he were meant to live, then you would be fooling yourself and sinning.  God has given mothers breasts to nurse their babies.  He could easily feed children without milk if he chose to.  But God wants you to sue the resources he has provided.”

By Faith Alone: Week Sixty-five: Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther contrasts rich and poor as well as righteous person with the unrighteous person.  I don’t know that he says holds true in all cases – the faithful are not all poor and the wealthy are not all heathens.   However, his words can be helpful instruction for living in God’s promises.

He begins with this from Psalm 112:1-2 – “Hallelujah!  Blessed is the person who fears the Lord and is happy to obey his commands.  His descendants will grow strong on the earth.  The family of a decent person will be blessed.”  Luther goes on to write:

“Why will the descendants of God-fearing people grow strong on the earth?  They will grow strong because they have God’s blessing.  God will bless their children and grandchildren.  Even if they don’t have a penny right now, they will get what they need at the right time.  Even if the whole world is hungry, they will have enough.  In another psalm we read, ‘Even in times of famine they will be satisfied’ (Psalm 37:19).  David said, ‘I have never seen a righteous person abandoned or his descendants begging for food’ (Psalm 37:25).  Even when times get bad, the descendants of a God-fearing person will always have what they need.

Which situation would you prefer?  Do you want to have a lot of money and property but be so greedy that you never use the cash, constantly look for more money, hoard what you have, and never find happiness?  Or, would you rather have no money but be so happy and peaceful that you trust in God and never doubt that eh will provide for you?

Greedy people have the feeling that they can’t use what they have.  A person who has ten thousand dollars might say, ‘I have to keep this for my children, but what will I use to buy food?’  He acts like a poor person because he doesn’t want to use what he had.  Christians, on the other hand, don’t hoard things this way.  They store their treasures with God in heaven (Matthew 6:20; Luke 12:33-34).  Christians say, ‘Dear Lord, I know that you have so much that you’ll never run out of anything.  So I will never be in need.  I want you to be my cabinet and pantry.  You are my treasure.  When I have you, I have enough.”

By Faith Alone: Week Sixty-five: Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luther takes the opportunity today to do a comparison of attitudes between those of faith and those who don’t believe.  Even as believers – as children of God – we need to be wary.  The self-centered attitudes of unbelievers that Luther describes are a temptation for us as well.  When we recognize that self-centeredness in ourselves, we need to run to the cross and confess so that God’s forgiving Word can once again set us free to be the people of God.

Luther begins with this from Genesis 14:16 – “[Abram] brought back everything they had, including women and soldiers.  He also brought back his relative Lot and his possessions.”  He goes on to write:

“Lot and his people were captured and carried off by enemies, but Abram rescued them.  After suffering this great defeat, Lot had his land and possessions restored to him through Abram’s efforts.  This was far more than he had hoped.  Similarly, people in the world today receive good things because Christians are living faithfully on the earth.  So we should be encouraged and comforted when we see God’s blessings.  It proves that the church is still present on earth and that God’s people, though small in number, haven’t disappeared completely.  It’s for the sake of Christians that God shows his undeserved kindness to everyone in the world.

Unbelievers do just the opposite.  They think they are responsible for the blessings they receive, attributing all good things to their own wisdom and efforts.  In their misplaced self-confidence, they indulge in their pleasures, getting drunk and gorging themselves as arrogantly as did the people of Sodom.  In the end, they will receive the punishment they deserve, while God’s people will remain securely in his care.

Furthermore, this passage makes us aware that devout Christians will always suffer in this world.  Their lives are filled with problems, but it’s precisely these problems that help them to become more holy and righteous.  All things, even problems and troubles, work together for the good of those who love God – those whom he has called (Romans 8:28).  Suffering kills the corrupt nature, strengthens faith, and allows the gifts of the Holy Spirit to multiply.”

