By Faith Alone: Week Nine - Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about waiting for the Lord.  Waiting for anything is never easy.  Living in a world where immediate gratification is thought to be a necessity makes the waiting even more difficult.  Luther uses Joseph as an example of how to wait for the Lord.  He writes:

“No other model we can think of compares to Joseph.  He had so many unbearable tortures heaped on him, and he didn’t have any help or hope.  In contrast, martyrs for the faith usually suffer for only a short time.  But Joseph had to suffer for a long time.  You won’t find many people who, when abandoned like Joseph, wouldn’t complain, become angry, and become impatient.  Yes, Joseph had his weak moments, too.  At times, he felt depressed and wanted to complain, cry, and give up.

Joseph’s example illustrates the importance of waiting for the Lord In Psalms, we read, ‘Wait with hope for the Lord.  Be strong, and let our heart be courageous’ (Psalm 27:14).  Habakkuk says, ‘The vision will still happen at the appointed time.  It hurries toward its goal.  It won’t be a lie.  If it’s delayed, wait for it.  It will certainly happen.  It won’t be late.’ (Habakkuk 2:3).  Isaiah encourages us, ‘Then you will know that I am the Lord.  Those who wait with hope for me will not be put to shame’ (Isaiah 49:23).

But our human weakness tells us, ‘It’s been too long.  I’ve been waiting for help for five, ten, or twenty years and there’s no end in sight.’  But remember that God made these promises to you.  He is your friend and father.  Because of his kindness and mercy, God has promised to take care of you like a father cares for his little child.  He is your father, and you are his dear child.  Does your sinful nature still tell you that hoping in God is foolish?  Don’t worry.  Continue to wait with all believers.  What Christ promises in Matthew 24:13 will come to pass: ‘The person who endures to the end will be saved.’”

By Faith Alone: Week Nine – Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about being called by God.  He focuses on those who think that they have a call to something specific (i.e., teaching) and the danger that they are to the Church if they are not called.  They spread their wisdom rather than God’s wisdom revealed through His Word – in particular in His Word made flesh in the person of Jesus Christ.

I know that for many it’s a struggle to know what God’s call might be on their life.  We struggle with how we are called – what’s the procedure – should it be easy to recognize – is it tied to the talents that we seem to have?  And I wish that I had answers for those questions.

In general, I can say that we have all been called – out of darkness and into His marvelous light – in order to be living testimonies to His saving work – to His mercy and forgiveness.  We have been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ AND we are now His workmanship created to do His good works that He has prepared for us to do.  We are to bear His fruit.  We are to be His hands and feet wherever we are.

In that sense, whatever our vocation might be, we are called to be His witness in that place – with those people we see every day.  In that way, the one who teaches in public school or serves tables in a restaurant has as valid a call as the one who preaches and teaches God’s Word.

May God continue His work in us and through us to make us become a display for His glory – a light that draws others to Him.

By Faith Alone: Week Nine – Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we look at love.  Luther makes a distinction between love that comes from a pure heart and love that does not.  Love that does not come from a pure heart is self-centered.  It’s all about what’s in it for me – even though it is often displayed in acts of kindness and friendship.  That’s why many relationships don’t last.  When I’ve gotten all that I can from this one, I move on.

On the other hand, Luther talks about God’s love as a love that comes from a pure heart.  He loves just because.  He pours out His blessings on the righteous and unrighteousness alike.  His love abounds to His whole creation.  He makes no distinctions.

But that doesn’t mean His love can’t be rejected.  The unrighteousness receive the blessings of His love and care even though they reject Him.  They receive it without acknowledging that it comes from Him.  And if they continue to reject Him – to remain separated from Him because of their rejection – a time will come when they will no longer receive the blessings of His love.  A time will come when they will live in the full reality that they have chosen.  By their rejection they will come to know the torment of being absolutely alone.

God continues to love them, to care for them and to witness to them so that the barrier of their rejection might be overcome.  And we become a major piece in that puzzle because we have been called to love as we’ve been loved.  We have been called to love from a pure heart (a pure heart created in us by God when He called us to faith).  We have been called to love without any thought about what’s in it for me.  We are called to love for the sake of our neighbor.

But because we still sin and struggle with a nature that tends to focus on self, we can never perfectly love from a pure heart.  We always get in the way.  So a big part of our witness is to love our neighbor enough to confess to them when we’ve fallen short – to love them enough to seek their mercy (and to forgive them when they sin against us).

This is not easy.  But we aren’t alone in this work.  We have been saved by grace through faith in Jesus.  And God goes on to say that we are His workmanship.  He is at work in us to cause us to do good works – to love as we’ve been loved - to love from a pure heart.  So when you see evidence of the fruit of the Spirit in your life, rejoice because that is evidence that God is indeed at work in you to bring to completion what He began when He called you to faith.

By Faith Alone: Week Nine – Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.  She will be named woman because she was taken from man” (Genesis 2:23).

Luther writes today about the marriage partnership.  It is an interesting view for a time that many consider backward and uninformed.  Luther writes:

“The word woman presents an amazing and lovely picture of the institution of marriage.  Everything the husband has also belongs to his wife.  Not only do they share their assets, but also their children, income, food, drink, bed, and home.  Besides that, they are to be one in mind and spirit.  The only difference between a husband and wife is in their anatomy.  Otherwise, they are the same.  Because of this, whatever the husband has or owns also belongs to his wife.

Compared to the very first marriage, our marriages today are only pathetic copies of the original design.  If a married woman is honorable, moral, devout, and God-fearing, she and her husband will equally share the cars, duties, and responsibilities of their household.  This is why she was created and why she is called woman.

Even though a wife today doesn’t come from her husband flesh and bone as Eve did, she is still a head of the household the same as her husband because she is the wife.  This doesn’t invalidate the law, given after the fall into sin, which places the wife under the authority of her husband.  This punishment, like the others, clouds the glorious life humans enjoyed in paradise.  This passage reminds us that Moses wasn’t describing the miserable life of married people today, but the innocence humans enjoyed in paradise.  Back then, the authority of the husband and wife were equal.  Now, men are obligated to work by the sweat of their brows, and wives are commanded to place themselves under their husbands’ authority.  Nevertheless, we still see a remnant of the original design in marriage because the wife is called woman and because she owns property and possessions jointly with her husband.”

I’ll have to do some study of Luther’s thoughts.  It’s an interesting picture and I think very radical for his day.  It’s interesting that he puts the roles described by Paul in Ephesians 5 in the context of the consequences of the sin of Adam and Eve.  I’ll have to think on that some more.

By Faith Alone: Week Nine – Day Five
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today Luther writes about obstacles to prayer – that keep us from praying as we should.  It is something that is a daily struggle of mine.  Luther writes:

“There are two major obstacles to prayer.  The first obstacle arises when the devil prompts you to think, ‘I am not yet prepared to pray.  I should wait for another half-hour or another day until I have become more prepared or until I have finished taking care of this or that.’  Meanwhile, the devil distracts you for half an hour, so that you no longer think about prayer for the rest of the day.  From one day to the next, you are hindered and rushed with other business.  This common obstacle shows us how maliciously the devil tries to trick us.  He often tries this on me.  The devil also has an influence over our bodies, which are so lazy and cold that we can’t pray the way we want to.  Even if we do begin to pray, we become distracted by useless thoughts and lose our concentration in prayer.

The second obstacle arises when we ask ourselves, ‘How can you pray to God and say the Lord’s Prayer.  You are too unworthy and sin every day.  Wait until you are more devout.  You might be in the mood to pray now, but wait until you have confessed your sin and taken the Lord’s Supper so that you can pray more fervently and approach God with confidence.  Only then can you really pray the Lord’s Prayer from your heart.’  This serious obstacle crushes us like a heavy stone.  Despite our feelings of unworthiness, our hearts must struggle to remove this obstacle so that we can freely approach God and call upon him.”

That second obstacle can only be removed when we go to God’s Word and trust that He speaks the truth when He says that we are His – that He has called us by name – that He has joined us to Himself – and that He invites us to pray (in spite of our sin) those words that He taught us.

