
Day One 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In Ephesians 2, Paul is talking about God working to build community – to restore the communion that God 

enjoyed with man – with Adam and Eve – in the Garden of Eden.  God created man to live in communion with 

Him and with each other. 

Sin destroyed that community.  It raised a wall of hostility between God and man.  God’s anger burned against 

sin.  And sin’s hostility is revealed in its rebellion against God’s will.  That was clearly seen when Adam and 

Eve ate the fruit that God had commanded them not to eat. 

That wall of hostility was removed by Jesus.  He first satisfied the demand of God’s law for perfection by the 

perfect life He lived.  He then received the penalty – the curse – of the Law by dying on the cross.  He lived and 

died for us – in our place.  He became sin for us so that we could become the righteousness of God in Him. 

By His work and by the power of His forgiving Word, the wall of hostility was removed.  We were brought 

again into communion with God and with each other.  In Baptism we were joined together with Jesus in His life 

and death.  United with Him, we were also made members of His Body – brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Building community is one of the greatest challenges and opportunities for the Church.  To be a place that 

welcomes the broken and hurting people around us, to be a place that cares for one another and to be a place 

that shares the hope we have in Jesus is the most important work of the Church. 

And that work is done one individual at a time as we work to build relationships with our neighbors and look 

for opportunities that will come to share the hope that is ours in Jesus and the resurrection He shares. 

 

Day Two 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah 7:14 proclaims that a virgin will give birth to a son and will call his name Immanuel.  Jesus is the 

fulfillment of that prophecy.  He is God in the flesh – God with us – Immanuel.  He walked among men.  He 

taught.  He healed.  He performed many miracles.  And He was crucified. 

“God with us” was put to death.  Some would say that Jesus wasn’t God because God can’t die.  And that 

makes sense.  If God is eternal, how can He die?  But Jesus subjected Himself to the power of death in our place.  

He died the death that we deserved so that we could go free – so that we could be free to become the children 

of God. 

God is with us now through His Word – through the waters of Baptism – through the bread and wine of the 

Lord’s Supper.  He is with us to comfort us, to strengthen us and to complete in us the work He began when He 

called us to faith. 

He is God with us – Immanuel – and He will never leave us nor forsake us. 

 

Day Three 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jesus is the Light of the world.  That is what John tells us in the introduction to his Gospel.  Jesus confirms 

that in His own words in John 8:12.  In a culture where truth is up for grabs, where everyone does what is right 

in their own eyes, such exclusive claims are greeted with hostility ranging from mild indifference to passionate 

debates. 

Skeptics will say that every world religion has its truth claims.  And that is true.  Mankind is very good at 

making its own truth claims.  And to many, they are as valid as I want them to be.  They have wisdom and can 

provide direction for living in this world.  Those truth claims are not without some benefit. 

But there is one thing that sets Jesus’ truth claims apart from all others.  He died and rose again.  The tomb is 

empty.  He did just what He said He would do.  If that is true, then everything else that He said – every other 

exclusive truth claim He made is true as well. 

So when He says that He is the Way, the Truth and the Life and that no one comes to the Father except through 

Him, then He is speaking the truth and exposing all other truth claims for what they are.  At best they are a 

shadow of the Truth.  At worst, they are the lies of the devil. 



And one could argue that the tomb is empty because Jesus’ disciples stole His body so that they could claim 

He rose from the dead.  That such excuses have persisted for almost 2,000 years proves that the tomb is empty.  

That outside historical sources record His crucifixion and death tells us that Jesus was an historical and real 

human being – not a myth.  That Josephus, a Jewish historian and contemporary of Paul, records that the tomb 

was empty and that Jesus’ disciples insisted that Jesus rose from the dead, speaks volumes to the truth of those 

claims. 

Jesus is indeed THE Truth.  He is not just one among many.  He is THE Light of the world – the only true 

Light who is at work to guide us through this dark world and bring us home. 

 

Day Four 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

John 1:51 concludes Jesus’ conversation with Nathanael.  When Philip told Nathanael that Jesus of Nazareth 

was the Messiah, Nathanael scoffed saying, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”  Aside from revealing 

his prejudice against the village of Nazareth, he is reacting as most men would when told such news.  I’ll believe 

it when I see it. 

When Jesus comes and Nathanael believes, Jesus then says that, because he believes, he will see the Son of 

Man in His glory.  He will see angels ascending and descending upon the Son of Man – upon Jesus.  And that 

is a sharp contrast to what Nathanael now sees before him.  He sees the son of a carpenter.  There is no royal 

dress – no evidence of royalty.  He doesn’t look any different than any other man from Nazareth. 

And yet Jesus is the Messiah – the One who will sit on David’s throne forever.  He has come to establish His 

kingdom one heart at a time.  He did it with Philip.  And now He does it with Nathanael.  And He did it for all 

of us who were baptized into Jesus Christ.  We have been adopted into the family of the King.  We are His and 

we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

Day Five 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In Genesis 3:15, we find the promise of salvation first stated.  We are told by Paul in Ephesians 1, that this was 

all set in place before the beginning of time – before the creation of the world.  God’s desire is that He would 

live in communion with His creation.  And His work of salvation was set in place to guarantee that. 

That communion was broken by Adam and Eve’s rebellion.  They ate the forbidden fruit.  As a result of their 

sin, all of creation fell from that perfect communion.  It was no longer good.  Adam and Eve were ashamed and 

hid from God when they heard Him in the Garden – all evidence of the consequences of sin – evidence of that 

break in fellowship – in communion. 

So God spoke His promise to them.  He told them that He would restore His creation to Himself – to that 

perfect communion through Eve’s seed – through her son.  He then covered them with animal skins.  Blood was 

shed.  A sacrifice was made.  Animals died in their place.  Adam and Eve lived. 

That promise was fulfilled in Jesus – the Son of God.  He became the sacrifice once for all.  By His blood we 

are healed.  By His blood, the judgment against the sin of Adam was satisfied and removed from us.  Jesus died 

in our place so that we could live – so that we could be forgiven and restored to God. 

The day of that perfect communion is yet to come.  We still live in a broken world.  We still struggle with sin.  

But the victory is ours and is guaranteed by the empty tomb.  By the forgiveness that we’ve received, we have 

become part of God’s family – fellow heirs with Christ. 


