Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

In Matthew 16:13-28, Jesus asks a question – an important question.  It is a question that we have to deal with in our relationship with others.  That question is: “What do people say about Jesus?”

The first question that Jesus poses is just that.  He asks the Twelve, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  Jesus uses this title, we can assume, because He has used it in His teaching.

The Twelve give various answers: John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.  If we asked a similar question today about Jesus, we would get a variety of answers.  He is a good teacher.  He is a good example to follow.  He is a myth.  Some might even say that He is a prophet.

And that brings us to the second question.  Jesus then asks the Twelve: “But what about you.  Who do you I am?”  The title is removed.  This is no longer an academic exercise. This is personal: “Who do you say I am?”

And Peter says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  This was a confession of faith – a confession that is absolutely necessary for understanding how we are to respond to what others think about Christ.

We have to be convinced, like Peter, that Jesus is the Christ – the Messiah – the Savior of the world, so that we can listen for opportunities to share what we have come to know through hearing God’s Word.

In Peter’s case, that was hearing the Word of God in the flesh.  For us, it is the written Word that we read and hear proclaimed through which the Holy Spirit works to enlighten us – to open our eyes to see and know that Jesus is our Savior and Lord.

God has made us His children so that we can make that confession – so that we can be a witness to that truth – to Jesus who is the Truth.  We are called to do so others might come to know and believe that Jesus is their Lord and Savior as well.

Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Here in Matthew 17:1-13, the veil comes off.  The glory of the Son of God that had been hidden in the person of Jesus of Nazareth is clearly seen by Peter, James and John.  IF there were still any questions about Jesus’ identity, they are all answered here on this mountain.

Jesus’ face shone like the sun and His clothes became as white as light.  Moses and Elijah appeared with Him.  And they were talking with Jesus.  A cloud enveloped them and a voice from the cloud said, “This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.  Listen to Him!”  Jesus comes to them in their terror and touched them and said, “Get up.  Don’t be afraid.”  When they looked up, they saw no one but Jesus.

Moses and Elijah were gone.  They symbolized the Law and the Prophets – God’s entire revelation of Himself and His Word of promise to His chosen people through His Word.  That Jesus is the only one who remains indicates that He is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets – that they testify to Him and His work.

This is an awesome experience for these three.  Matthew places it in his Gospel as a high point – as the center of his Gospel.  From this point, Jesus is on His way to the cross.  They will need this vision – this experience – to help them deal with the confusion and fear that will come upon them as Jesus walks to the cross and beyond.  It will become clear again in the days after Jesus’ resurrection.

It is a vision that we need to keep before our eyes as well.  In the midst of trials and troubles – when doubts may rise and confusion comes – we need to remember that Jesus is the Son of God in the flesh and that He is our life and salvation.

Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

In Matthew 17:14-21, Jesus is approached by a man whose son suffers from seizures.  There is a contrast here between the power of God and the other powers at work in this broken world.  The powers of this world may offer great things, but they can only deliver destruction and death.  The boy’s seizures often throw him into the fire and into the water in order to destroy him.  Jesus rebukes the demon and brings healing and life to the boy.

Major themes in Scriptures are contrasts between light and dark; life and death; good and evil; truth and lies (that which is false); holy and unholy.  Jesus, as the Son of God, is light, life, good, holy and the Truth.  Everything else, no matter how pleasant or appealing its appearance might be, is evil, darkness, false, unholy and death.

You can’t find God in the world.  His creation does reflect His glory so that you can know some things about God.  But you can’t know God.  You can’t find Him in the things of this world.  Jesus even said that He is not of this world, but He came into the world so that He might make Himself know to us.  He came into this world to rescue us from the powers of this world that seek our destruction.  What He does for this boy is evidence of that.

He came into this world to give us life – to take us out of the darkness and bring us into His light.  He has come to make us His own – His treasured possession – so that we might live with Him where He is – so that we might be set free from sin and death to dwell with Him in His house forever.

Day Four
G Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 18:15-20 is the text used as a guide for Church discipline.  Too often it has been used with a heavy hand to cut off and shun offensive people – a three strikes and you’re out kind of thing.  On the other hand, just as often, it doesn’t get used at all – a swinging of the pendulum too far in the other direction.

In a parable just prior to this Jesus talks about a shepherd who leaves his ninety-nine sheep on the hill to go look for the one that has wandered off.  This provides part of the context for dealing with matters of discipline. We aren’t to use this guide for discipline as a way to exclude, but as a way to find the one who has wandered away – who has gotten lost.

“If your brother sins” is how Jesus begins this section. The brother is not the enemy – the problem – sin is.  This is a guide for dealing with the real enemy.  The focus is on winning the brother over by working together with the brother at removing the sin.

The steps are nothing more than opportunities to get more people involved in finding the one who has wandered – who has become lost because they are following the voice of sin.  These steps are designed to bring God’s Word to the one who has sinned so that they might hear the Shepherd’s voice calling out to him.

The final step, if the one who has sinned, refuses to listen to the Shepherd’s (Jesus’) voice through those at work to win him back, then they are to be treated as a pagan or tax collector.  They are to be treated as one who is now truly lost – who has placed themselves outside the Body of Christ.

And that doesn’t mean you wash your hands of them and never have any contact with them.  To know what that means, we need to look at how Jesus treated pagans and tax collectors.  The Samaritan woman at the well in John 4 and Zacchaeus in Luke 19 are helpful in understanding that the work of finding continues.  For the brother who sins, discipline is an attempt to keep him in the fold – in the Body of Christ.  For the one who is now outside the Body, it’s an attempt to bring them home.

The rest of the context is the parable of the unforgiving servant.  In regard to discipline in the Church, it can only be accomplished when we realize the mercy we’ve received from God is an undeserved gift. We couldn’t pay off the debt we owe to God because of our sin – ever.

God erased the debt by taking our place – by paying the price in our place.  He was condemned.  He died so that we could live.  He then declares to us that our debt has been forgiven because of what He did for us.  Understanding that gracious gift helps us to understand that the discipline process is meant to bring us both back to the cross where that gift was given and still available both to us and to the one who is lost.

Day Five

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

In Matthew 19:1-12, the question is asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”  In Jesus’ day there were two schools of thought.  The one held that unfaithfulness (adultery) was the only reason for divorce.  The other school taught that any reason the man gave for divorce was sufficient.

Those who asked came to test Jesus.  If Jesus answered their question in the affirmative, then they would confront Him with the conservative teaching.  When Jesus answers saying that God instituted marriage as a gift – as a way for the man and woman to become one flesh and what God joined together no one can separate, they ask Him about Moses permitting a man to give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her on her way.

Jesus answers saying that God allowed this because of the hardness of their hearts – the same hardness that brings them here to test Him in His words.

This section ends (19:13-15) with little children begin brought to Jesus so that He can place His hands on them and pray for them.  When the disciples try to prevent them from coming, Jesus said to let the little children come to Him because the kingdom of heaven belonged to them.

In contrast to the adults who are there to test Him, the children come.  Maybe they don’t really know what’s going on and maybe they don’t need to.  They come and receive a blessing and prayer – a gift that Jesus was willing to give to everyone there (including those who came to test Him).

There are no arguments – no attempts to trap Him in His words.  They come trusting Him to care for them and their needs.  We should and must all become like little children in that regard.  Simply come to Jesus and trust Him to care for you no matter what.

