The Story: Week Twenty-Six – Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we begin with a question.  Jesus asks the Twelve, “Who do people say I am?”  That’s an important question today.  What do people say about Jesus?  What do they know about Him?  It could certainly provide a connection for us in our conversations with them – to listen to them share what they think about Jesus and then to share what Jesus says about Himself.

In response to Jesus’ question, the Twelve say, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”  Obviously there were many opinions about Jesus’ identity.  And Jesus could have had a detailed conversation exploring the pros and cons of each opinion.

In response, Jesus asks, “Who do you say I am?”  Jesus gets personal.  It’s no longer an intellectual exercise.  It’s confession time.  What do you believe?  Jesus isn’t concerned about theories.  He is concerned about realities.  And the reality is that if we don’t know Jesus as Lord and Savior, then we are separated from Him.  We are not in a relationship with Him.

Peter says, “You are the Messiah.”  Peter believes Jesus to be the promised Messiah who was to come.  Peter’s ideas about the Messiah runs contrary to what Jesus must do.  And he tells Him.  When Jesus says that He will be rejected by the elders, chief priests and the teachers of the law – that He will be killed and after three days rise again – Peter rebukes Him.  That’s not what the Messiah is supposed to do.  Jesus in turn rebukes Peter.  In the context of the relationship that Jesus established with Peter when He called him to follow, Jesus continues to work to help Peter grow in his understanding of who He is.

Jesus then takes Peter, James and John to the top of a mountain.  There they are privileged to see Him in His glory.  They get to see Jesus with the veil removed.  If there were any doubts that He was truly the Messiah, they disappear now.  One of the reasons why Jesus does this is to prepare them for what is to come.  Jesus is going to die.  That is part of the Messiah’s work.  But they are not to worry because death has no power over Him.  It had no power over Moses and Elijah.  The Father who sent His Son into the world is not the God of the dead.  He is the God of the living.  And, as Paul will write later, because of Jesus’ perfect obedience, His Father exalted Him so that at Jesus’ name every knee will bow and tongue confess that Jesus is Lord.

The Story: Week Twenty-Six – Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we see in our reading from The Story that the people had a variety of ideas about who Jesus was.  Some thought He was a liar – a false teacher.  Others thought He was the Prophet or the Messiah.  There were times when people in the crowds who heard Him, argued with each other about His identity.

There are really only two possible reactions to Jesus.  Either you believe His word or you don’t.  There’s no third choice – no middle ground.  And you can’t blend what Jesus says about Himself with other religious leaders like Mohammad or Buddha or Confucius, etc.  He isn’t just one more way that brings us to God.  Jesus says that He is the only way to God.

We see the hostility that rises against Jesus.  There are those who refuse to listen.  But there are also those who seek to put Him to death.  That hostility remains today in various forms.  There are many who simply turn a deaf ear to His Word.  There are others who make fun and mock.  There are still others who argue against His claims.  And there are others who seek to destroy His Church by killing His followers.

We are called to share God’s Word.  We are called to follow Jesus – to be ambassadors for Christ making an appeal to all who hear to believe in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  And there will be times when we are confused about different aspects of Jesus nature and character.  We may not fully understand all that there is to know about Jesus.  But we do know that He is the Savior of the world and the only source of life. 

The Story: Week Twenty-Six – Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we are in the 11th chapter of John.  There are some interesting details that John includes in his account.  He writes that Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  When the sisters send word that Lazarus is sick, Jesus remains where He is for two more days.  He doesn’t leave immediately – a curious response.

When they arrive in Bethany, they find that Lazarus has been in the tomb for four days.  There was a belief that the spirit of an individual remained for three days.  In that three day period, there was the possibility that the person would revive.  But after three days, that possibility is gone.  Lazarus has been in the tomb four days.  Jesus remarked when He first heard that Lazarus was sick that it was for God’s glory and that His Son would be glorified through it.  When Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, there will be no doubt as to who He is.

An exchange takes place between Jesus and Martha.  She is convinced that if Jesus had arrived earlier, her brothers would still be alive.  Jesus uses this as an opportunity to reveal Himself as the resurrection and the life.  He tells her that the one who believes in Him will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in Him will never die.  He then raises Lazarus from the dead as proof that He is indeed the resurrection and the life.  His Word is true.

Many believed as a result of the miracle.  But it was troubling for others.  The Pharisees were afraid that Jesus’ popularity would result in the Romans coming and taking away the temple and their nation.  This is also the time when Caiaphas (the high priest) said that is better for one man to die for the people than that the whole nation perish.  So they plotted to take Jesus’ life.

The Story: Week Twenty-Six – Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

In this portion of The Story, Jesus explodes some old traditions.  The disciples rebuked people who were bringing little children to Him so the He could bless them.  Children were to be seen (maybe) but not heard.  They were not worth the Lord’s time.  There were other more important things for Jesus to deal with.  When Jesus rebukes His disciples and invites the children to come, He is expanding their understanding of the kingdom and to whom it belongs.

A rich man comes and asks Jesus what he must do to inherit life.  Jesus tells him to keep the Law.  The rich man says that he has done that from his youth.  Jesus then tells him to sell everything he has, give it to the poor and come follow Him.  The man walks away sad because he had great wealth.  And Jesus says, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”  And the disciples were amazed.

They were amazed because they (and the rich man) expected Jesus to say that there was nothing the rich man had to do.  His great wealth was a sign of God’s blessing – a sign that his place in the kingdom was assured.  The issue is not the wealth.  It is the idea that we can do anything to inherit the kingdom.  An inheritance is a gift.  It is a gift given by the one who owns the estate – a gift that comes at the death of the owner of the estate.

This is revealed when Jesus responds to the question, “Who than can be saved?”  He says that with man it is impossible, but not with God.  Salvation is God’s work not man’s.  When Peter tells Jesus that they have left everything to follow Him, he is expecting Jesus to commend him and to tell him that his place in the kingdom is assured.  He is doing the same thing as the rich man – trying to gain the kingdom by his works.

When Jesus responds to Peter by telling him that no one who has given up all they have for Jesus and the gospel will receive a hundred fold in the kingdom, He isn’t saying that is Peter’s reward because he has left everything.  He is saying that all the blessings of the kingdom will come to all who believe simply because that is God’s plan.  That is God’s choice.  There is a parable that Jesus then tells about the owner of a vineyard that illustrates that (Matthew 20:1-16).  You should check that out.

The Story: Week Twenty-Six – Day Five
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We close out this chapter of The Story with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and events that will take us to the cross.  This last week of Jesus’ earthly life is one of great contrasts.  He rides in as king and by the end of the week He is condemned to die a criminal’s death.

Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a colt – the foal of a donkey.  Read Zechariah 9:9-10 and you will get a better picture of the expectations of the people who shout “Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  For them, Zechariah’s words have come to life.  All of their hopes are about to become a reality.  And they will, but not in the way they are looking for.

In contrast to those who met Him and followed Him into the city that day, the Pharisees were indignant.  They were still plotting Jesus’ death.  Jesus’ mode of entry and the crowds that followed were just signs that this had gone too far.  If it wasn’t stopped, the Romans would surely come and take their nation away.

One of the events described here is Jesus’ cleansing of the temple.  He overturned the tables of the money changers and chased out all who were selling doves.  The temple had indeed become a marketplace.  But it wasn’t a marketplace where you went to buy daily supplies.  They were selling animals for the sacrifices required for the Passover celebration.

Maybe you didn’t have an unblemished animal.  Maybe the distance traveled made it impractical to bring a sacrifice from your own flock or herd.  Whatever the case, for a price you could acquire an animal for the sacrifices needed to atone for your sins.  They were selling God’s grace.  And that’s why Jesus was angry.  That’s why He cleansed the temple.

The chapter ends with the devil entering Judas so that Jesus will be betrayed into the hands of those who want Him dead.  The darkness is about to descend.

