The Story: Week Sixteen – Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Chapter 15 of The Story will look at the period of the kings from the eyes of the prophets.  Again, God is not without a witness.  He raises up many individuals to speak His Word of truth.  We will look tomorrow at some of the details of that witness.

That being said, God is at work to keep His promise – to keep His covenant that He made with Abraham and continued through David.  God is at work in spite of Israel’s rebellion – really their contempt for His promises.  He has continued to treat them like a cherished bride and they have continued to act like a prostitute.

We will see the depth of His love – the tough aspects of His love – as He disciplines His children.  And we will make application to our own lives and our relationship with God.

The Story: Week Sixteen – Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we are introduced to Elijah.  He was a prophet in Israel (the northern kingdom) during the reign of Ahab.  Ahab was a wicked king.  He turned from the Lord and followed Baal.  God would use Elijah as His mouthpiece – to speak His Word to Ahab – in an attempt to turn Ahab back to Him.

Elijah tells Ahab that it won’t rain in Israel except at Elijah’s word.  This is the first test that God sets up to see if Ahab will return to Him.  He doesn’t.  He continues to follow Baal.  And he apparently becomes a threat to Elijah seeking to kill the one Ahab describes the troubler of Israel.  Ahab has done that before (as we will find out later in the chapter).

God tells Elijah to go into hiding in the Kerith Ravine.  God Himself takes care of Elijah.  During this severe draught, God provides water from a brook in that ravine and feeds him with the help of ravens who bring Elijah bread and meat in the morning and evening.

Again, we see God at work to preserve His promise – to keep His covenant intact.  Wicked kings like Ahab became threats to God’s promise.  If the Messiah was to come from the line of David, then the kings of the north are threats because they are not descendents of David.  Their wickedness intensifies the threat.  Because the kings in the north, for the most part, follow other gods, it became necessary for God to raise up others to bear witness to Him.

Elijah is one of those men.  And, as evidenced by the scene at the Mount of Transfiguration where he appears with Jesus and Moses, he is chief among all the prophets.

God speaks again to Elijah during the three years of draught and tells him to go once again to Ahab.  He goes and tells Ahab to have the people, along with all the prophets of Baal, to meet Elijah on Mt. Carmel.  The prophets of Baal build and altar and prepare a sacrifice.  Elijah does the same.  The god who sends fire from heaven and consumes the sacrifice is the true God.  Elijah’s sacrifice is consumed, along with the altar and the water that filled the trench around the altar.  The result is that the people chant. “The Lord – He is God!”

This is an important event.  God works here in a visible and direct way to convince the people that He and not Baal is the one and only true God.  Maybe it was because things had gotten so bad in Israel that God had to act in such a way.  A 2x4 to the head now and again can work very well to get the attention of those who have refused to listen.

It’s also important for us to understand that it’s not the job of the prophet to defend God or to prove that He exists.  It is the job of the prophet to speak God’s Word and then let that Word do its work.

The Story: Week Sixteen – Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The people of Israel, gathered at Mt. Carmel, witnessed God’s dramatic power at work and they responded, “The Lord – He is God!”  In Jezebel, we see a different reaction.  She is unimpressed.  She makes no confession of faith in the one true God.  She maintains her devotion to her gods – to Baal.  And she sends a messenger to Elijah to tell him that she plans on taking his life.

Elijah runs for his life.  And now we see him in all of his humanity.  He struggles with his fear and his response.  This man of faith prayed that he might die.  He’s had enough.  He has accomplished nothing (Mt. Carmel seems to have faded quickly from his memory).

He despairs because he is focused on the results.  He is convinced that he is the only faithful person left in Israel.  Ahab is still king.  Jezebel continues to wield power and working to kill Elijah.  And he is ready to give up.

That’s what often happens when God’s plans don’t match our own.  I don’t know what Elijah was expecting to happen after God showing Himself to be the only true God on Mt. Carmel, but death threats weren’t on his radar.  He was ready to quit.  But God wasn’t through with him.

God gave him food and water.  He then spoke with him on Mt. Horeb.  He assured Elijah that he wasn’t alone.  There were 7,000 in Israel who had not bowed their knees to Baal.  God then disclosed His continued plan to keep His covenant in place.  Elijah is to anoint Hazael king over Aram, Jehu king over Israel and Elisha as prophet.  God will work through them to bring down Ahab and Jezebel and bring the people back to Him.

It’s hard not to lose heart when times get tough – when our efforts don’t seem to make any difference.  We want to be in control.  We want to see things improve – to see the darkness lifted – to walk through the valley of the shadow of death to those green pastures and quiet waters.

We have to remember that God doesn’t call us to be successful.  He calls us to be faithful.  He will always take care of the rest.

The Story: Week Sixteen – Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

It occurred to me yesterday that I should be telling you where in Scripture these events occur.  The events described in Chapter 15 of The Story occur in 1 Kings 17 through 2 Kings 9 (if you’re interested in more detail).

Today our focus is on Elisha (successor to Elijah).  God chose Elisha to take Elijah’s place as prophet in Israel.  The details of that transfer of power and responsibility are described in 2 Kings 2:1-18.  Elijah and Elisha are walking together.  They come to the Jordan.  Elijah strikes the water with his rolled up cloak and the water divides to the right and to the left.  After Elijah is taken up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elisha picks up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen to the ground and went back toward Jericho.  When he gets to the Jordan, he strikes the water with the rolled up cloak and the waters part once again.  This is confirmation that power of God is now with Elisha.  The transfer is complete.

Even though Ahab had died, the influence of Jezebel was still as strong as when he was alive – demonstrating perhaps who truly ruled in Israel during the time of Elijah and Elisha.  At any rate, God again is not without a witness.  The Word of God continues to be spoken.  Elisha gives aid to the kings when consulted.  But Baal worship is still rampant throughout the northern kingdom.

Again, the focus is on Elisha’s faithfulness in carrying out his duties.  He doesn’t concern himself with results.  He doesn’t get discouraged because the people continue to worship other gods.  He simply does what God has called him to do trusting God to work all things together for good (not just a New Testament promise).

That is important for us to remember because we live in a time and in a country where ears have become deaf and hearts cold.  But we must continue to speak God’s Word – to share Jesus and the hope that is ours in the resurrection that He shares with us.  We are called to do that because not every ear is deaf and not every heart is cold.  God’s Word will not return to Him without accomplishing the purpose for which it was sent.

The Story: Week Sixteen – Day Five
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We conclude Chapter 15 with events that are recorded in 2 Kings 14:23-29, 2 Chronicles 26, Amos and Hosea.  It is a time of great prosperity in Israel (the northern kingdom).  But it is also a time of great rebellion against God.  And we could wonder how that could be – how the people of God could turn from Him in times of great blessing and prosperity.

In their wanderings in the wilderness during the days of Moses, they constantly complained and grumbled against God (rebelled) because they were in want.  They didn’t have what they thought they needed.  Now in Israel, there is great prosperity and they still rebel.  The consistent thing would seem to be the sinful nature of man.  We all like sheep have (and continue to) gone astray.

An easy connection can be made with our own time.  We still enjoy great prosperity in America.  We have all that we need and more (in many cases, much more than is needed).  Even those who are in the ranks of the poor and impoverished have more than conveniences than the vast majority of folks throughout the world (especially third world countries).

And during that time of great prosperity, less than 40% of the people in America are regular worshippers.  That is an old statistic.  The numbers are probably lower today.  The rise of those who follow other gods (or no god at all) continues to rise.  A generation is growing up with little or no connection to God’s Word.  So the words that God speaks to Israel through Amos and Hosea could easily be applied to us.

God is always at work to turn His people back to Him.  He is always at work to rescue His creation from the corruptive power of sin.  He is always at work to break those chains and release us from our bondage to sin.  Sometimes He works gently to restore His children.  At other times, as He does here through Amos and Hosea (and the rest of the prophets of the Old Testament), He uses a 2x4 to the head.

God has made an investment in His creation – in us – in all who are lost.  He continues to honor that commitment.  He will not simply turn His head and be glad with the ninety-nine.  He will continue to go after the one who is lost.  He will continue to search until the one is found.  And that is good news for us all.  God pursues us because He does not want to lose us – not even one.

