The Story: Week Thirteen – Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The first part of Chapter 13 is a transition between David and Solomon.  David is very old.  Bathsheba comes to David and calls to mind his promise to make Solomon king after him.  David assures her that he will carry out his promise.  Solomon will be king.

Before David dies, he gives many instructions to Solomon.  Those recorded in The Story focus on walking in obedience to the Lord’s commands.  David tells him that if he does that (and his descendents after him do the same), then Solomon will never fail to have a successor on the throne in Israel.

And while that is the same charge that God has given to His people at every significant transition in their history, it is one that Solomon won’t be able to keep.  The continuation of David’s line on the throne does not depend on the faithfulness of David or Solomon.  That promise – that covenant God made with David – will be fulfilled by Jesus who is of the line of David.  His throne is established forever – guaranteed by the empty tomb.

For more details of these days, read 1 Kings 1-2.  Adonijah, another of David’s sons, puts himself forward as king.  It wasn’t that David had forgotten his promise to Bathsheba that brought Bathsheba to David.  It was this threat posed by Adonijah (born next after Absalom and believed himself to be next in line to the throne).  When David names Solomon his successor, that puts an end to Adonijah’s designs on the throne.

Some of David’s final instructions (1 Kings 2:5-9) remind me of Don Corleone speaking to his son Michael before he died – how to deal with his enemies – how to protect himself from those who might have their own sights set on the throne.  At any rate, David dies and Solomon now sits as king.

The Story: Week Thirteen – Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we look in on the beginning of Solomon’s reign as king of Israel.  Solomon showed his love for God by walking according to the instructions that he had received from David with the exception that he, like all the people in Israel, still offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.  There was no temple in Jerusalem.

We also see something that will be a big part of Solomon’s practices as king.  He made an alliance with Egypt and married the daughter of Pharaoh to confirm that alliance.  He would do that more than once with the nations in the Middle East and beyond.  He will have many wives as a result and his influence will be felt far beyond the borders of Israel.

This suggests that Israel at the time of David and Solomon became the prominent nation in the area.  From our history books we read about the dominance of Egypt, of the Hittites and, later, of Assyria and Babylon.  But we never read about the dominance of Israel during Solomon’s reign.  I’m sure you can come to your own conclusions about that oversight.

It’s also in this section that Solomon asks God to give him the wisdom needed to govern the nation of Israel.  An example of that gift is recorded in the conflict between two women who claimed to be the mother of the same baby.  Solomon’s decision is to cut the child in half.  When the one woman tells Solomon to give the child to the other woman, Solomon knew that she was the mother of the child.

When the people heard Solomon’s verdict, they held him in awe.  That wisdom became a trade mark of his reign.  God gave Solomon all that he needed to carry out the work of a king.

The Story: Week Thirteen – Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

In this section, the primary focus is on the building of the temple.  It was a magnificent structure.  Elements of the celebration at the completion of the temple are recorded.  The Ark is brought up and placed in the Holy of Holies.  Sacrifices are offered.  Solomon prays.

At one point Solomon asks the question: “But will God really dwell on earth?”  Solomon acknowledges that even the heavens cannot contain God.  God indeed comes to dwell in the temple – in the Holy of Holies.  His coming is accompanied by cloud and fire (a direct connection to His presence with His people in the tabernacle during their 40 years of wandering in the desert).

That is also a connection for us.  God, who is present everywhere at all times, chooses to be present with His people in a special and intimate way.  In Solomon’s days, it was in the temple.  In our time, He is present in His Word and the Sacraments – in particular in the Lord’s Supper.  Jesus joins Himself – His body and blood – to the bread and wine.  He comes to be present with us in a special and intimate way.

God was present with Adam and Eve in the Garden in a special and intimate way before they sinned.  He was present with His people in the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night as they wandered in the desert.  He was with His people in the tabernacle and now in the temple.  And He is present with us in His house and at His table – in the Supper.  It is a wonderful mystery and a great comfort.

When God spoke to Solomon, He restated His promise made to David.  He tells Solomon that if he walks in the ways of His father David, then his throne will be established forever.  Then He says that if Solomon doesn’t and the people turn away to follow other gods, then God will reject the temple and it will be reduced to rubble.

As we continue our journey in The Story, we will see both of these words fulfilled.  First Assyria and then Babylon will conquer Israel.  The temple is destroyed and reduced to rubble.  But the throne will be established forever by Jesus who fulfills all the commands of God perfectly.

One last point is this: Solomon prays that God will be with them and bless them and cause them to prosper.  He asks that for one specific purpose: so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God and that there is no other.  God’s presence with Israel is not just for their benefit.  It is to bring benefit to all the peoples of the earth.  God’s presence with His Church – in His Church – today is to accomplish the same thing.  He is at work in us and through us so that all peoples will know that He is the Lord and the Savior of the world.

The Story: Week Thirteen – Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are introduced to the Queen of Sheba.  She has heard of Solomon’s wisdom and has come to see for herself.  He answers all of her questions.  Nothing was too hard for him.  The Queen is overwhelmed.  She tells him that the reports she had heard are far exceeded by what she has seen and heard.  This is an answer to Solomon’s prayer that based on God’s care for Solomon and Israel, all the peoples of the earth would know that the Lord is God.  The Queen praises the Lord.

The prosperity enjoyed by Israel in the days of Solomon was indeed incredible.  Silver was as common in Israel as stones (and there is an over abundance of stones in Israel).  Solomon received yearly 666 talents of gold (and that didn’t include the revenues from all the Arabian kings and the governors of the territories).  That is just one more indication that Israel was the dominant nation of the Middle East at this time.

The reign of David and Solomon became the benchmark, not just for later kings, but also for the Messiah.  By Jesus’ day, the expectation was that the Messiah would be a warrior and king like David and Solomon.  The Messiah’s primary purpose was to restore Israel to its place as the nation among nations – to restore Israel to the place it occupied during Solomon’s reign.

I’d like to say that Solomon’s reign continued like that until his death.  But he was like his father in another way.  Women will become his downfall as we will see on Saturday.

The Story: Week Thirteen – Day Five
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Solomon had many wives and concubines – many from neighboring nations.  Toward the end of his reign, Solomon was led astray to worship other gods.  It would seem that Solomon’s wisdom failed him on this point.  His heart was no longer fully devoted to the Lord as the heart of David had been.

In this regard, he became more like Saul.  He followed his own path.  He did what was right in his own eyes.  He had married foreign women – Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites – who exerted influence with their worship of other gods.  He no longer kept the commands of the Lord.

And the consequence for Solomon is the same as it was for Saul.  God tells Solomon that because of his rejection of God’s commands, He will take the kingdom from his hands and give it to another – to one of his subordinates (not Solomon’s son).

But God also speaks a word of hope.  For the sake of David (and the covenant that God had made with David), He would leave one tribe (Judah) for Solomon’s son to rule.  God will do this also for the sake of Jerusalem – the city where the temple is (the house for His name).  God will remain faithful to His covenant and promise to David.  He will remain with His people in a special way – in the temple – in Jerusalem – even as the kingdom of Israel will be torn in two.

Once again, when I become king of my life, trouble happens.  I fall into the trap of believing that I can remain in control – that I can accommodate – that I can be accepting – without any danger to me.  I am king after all.  What can happen?

Because such an attitude is a lie – because it is false – I put myself on shaky ground.  There is only one King. There is only one throne.  There is only one God and Father of us all.  And to put myself above Him is a dangerous thing indeed.  There will be consequences.

And the only solution is to once again trust myself to God and His mercy that He has revealed to me through Jesus – His life, death and resurrection.  The only solution is to confess my sin and ask God (like David did) to create in me a new heart and an upright spirit.  The only solution is to return to the cross and the One who bore my sin so that I could live.

