The Story: Week Twenty-Nine – Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We turn our attention on the empty tomb.  Jesus is buried.  All who followed Jesus were in the depths of despair.  And Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea ask Pilate for the body of Jesus.  They prepare His body for burial and place it in a tomb.  The burial traditions were observed.

In the midst of their despair, in the midst of things they don’t understand, they do what they can control.  They get busy with the routine.  These are the actions of normal people in dark times.  When our world gets turned upside down, we look for something – anything – to do in order to bring back some level of normalcy.

This is also done at great risk.  These two men had been secret followers of Jesus.  They were members of the Council.  The majority of the Council was opposed to Jesus and wanted Him dead.  Any known followers of Jesus would have been expelled from the Council.

But now they are out in the open.  Their faith is made known.  They still believed Jesus to be the Messiah.  Why else would they have risked expulsion from the Council?  If they no longer believed Jesus to be the Messiah – if that hope died with Jesus – then they would have felt betrayed.  They would have left His burial to someone else.

The chief priests and the Pharisees go to Pilate and ask him to place a guard at the tomb.  They are afraid that the disciples will steal Jesus’ body and then tell people that He is risen from the dead.  The tomb is made secure and a guard set in place.  They are at work to make sure that the hopes of the people die with Jesus.

But in the midst of the ordinary – hidden in the shadow of death – the extraordinary takes place.

The Story: Week Twenty-Nine – Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The women go to the tomb to do what is customary for the dead.  They wonder along the way who will roll the stone away from the tomb.  Probably in their conversations, they recount the events of two days before.  There is probably much sadness – perhaps even some tears.

They come to the tomb and the ordinary becomes extraordinary.  The stone has been rolled back.  An angel, whose appearance is like lightning, sits on the stone.

He says, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as He said.  Come and see the place where He lay.  Then go quickly and tell His disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you will see Him.’  Now I have told you.”

The women leave the tomb afraid and filled with joy.  Their experience is a rush of emotions.  They tell the disciples what they saw and heard.  Peter and John run to the tomb and see that the tomb is empty.  Then they went back to where they were staying.

This is a time of confusion.  The reality of the resurrection is competing with the reality that they witnessed two days before.  It is competing with the reality of death.  They know the tomb is empty but they still struggle with the explanation.

Their confusion and struggle will be removed once and for all when they meet Jesus face to face.

The Story: Week Twenty-Nine – Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are still walking with the disciples on that third day – the day of Jesus’ resurrection.  We still see grief and fear and maybe a growing disappointment.  In the midst of all of that, Jesus comes.  He comes to clear up the confusion.  He comes to replace sorrow with joy.  He comes to replace disappointment with hope – a hope that is certain and sure because the tomb is empty.

He meets two disciples on the way to Emmaus (a village outside of Jerusalem).  Jesus overhears their conversation and asks them what they are talking about.  That’s always a good way to engage folks.  Ask them what they are talking about.  Now they may tell you that it’s none of your business, at which point you apologize for asking and go on your way.  But these two don’t.  They tell Jesus that they were talking about the events that centered on Jesus of Nazareth – His death and burial and the women’s report that the tomb was empty.

He chastises them for their slowness to believe what was said about the Messiah – that He would have to suffer these things and then enter His glory.  He then explained to them what the Scriptures (the Old Testament – the Law of Moses and the Prophets) said about Him.  When they finally recognized who He was, He left them.  They then went back to Jerusalem to report what they had seen and heard.

While they were sharing this news with the other disciples, Jesus comes.  He appears in their midst.  He shows them His hands and His side.  Because they still have trouble believing that He isn’t a ghost, He asks them for something to eat.  He then opens their minds to understand the Scriptures – to replace their doubts with certainty – their fear with joy.

And that’s the good news for us.  Jesus comes to us through His Word to continually reveal Himself to us so that we can stand secure in the hope that is ours in Him and the resurrection that He has shared with us.

The Story: Week Twenty-Nine – Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We continue to look at Jesus’ post resurrection appearances.  He has appeared to Mary Magdalene at the tomb.  He has appeared to the two on their way home to Emmaus.  He has appeared to the disciples in the upper room.  And now we come to Thomas.

He wasn’t in the room when Jesus appeared on the day of His resurrection.  He heard the reports of all those who saw Jesus.  But he wouldn’t believe.  He had to see for himself.  And Thomas gets a bit of a reputation as THE doubter.  The reality is that he is no different than any of the others.  None of them believed without seeing Jesus – physically – in the flesh.  The reports seemed like nonsense to them.

Again, the focus of these appearances is not the doubting – the desire to see with their eyes so that they can believe.  The real focus is that Jesus comes.  He wants to be seen.  He wants to be known.  He comes to Thomas a week later when He appears again in that same upper room.  He invites Thomas to see and touch – to know that He is real – that He is alive.

He invites us to do the same.  Whenever we read His Word, Jesus is at work to show Himself to us – to open our eyes to see Him for who He is.  Every time we participate in the Lord’s Supper, we answer His invitation to come and see – to come and touch – and be touched – to know that He is alive.  And because He lives, so do we.

That is another point of all of these post resurrection appearances.  Jesus comes to restore hope – to lift them up out of the darkness of despair – to fill them (and us) with life.  They (and we) now have a story to tell.

The Story: Week Twenty-Nine – Day Five
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus appears again to His disciples by the Sea of Galilee.  Peter and the others went to Galilee to wait for Jesus (just like the angel told them).  Peter can’t sit still.  He decides to go fishing.  The others go with him.  They fish all night and catch nothing.

In the morning, Jesus stood on the shore and called out to them.  He asked them if they caught any fish.  When they answer that they did not, Jesus tells them to put their net out on the other side of the boat.  They catch so many fish that they couldn’t haul the net into the boat.

That certainly raised some questions as to the identity of the man on the shore.  John tells Peter that it is the Lord.  And Peter does an interesting thing.  When he hears John say that it is the Lord, Peter PUTS ON his outer garment and jumps into the water.

How many of you would put on extra clothing before going for a swim?  We would all take off as much clothing as propriety allows before jumping in.  So why does Peter do that?

Peter denied that he knew Jesus – three times.  And according to Luke’s Gospel, after the third time their eyes met.  In that look Peter was reminded of what Jesus had said at the meal – an “I told you so” kind of look.  Peter saw that he was not the man that he thought he was.  Perhaps he is still dealing with that as he puts on his outer garment and jumps into the water to go see Jesus.

Jesus’ conversation with Peter after they finished eating would indicate that’s the case.  What Peter saw in Jesus’ gaze on the night of His trial, Jesus speaks plainly.  It is a word of judgment and grace.  Do you love Me?  Jesus asks that question three times.  Each time Peter answers that he does.  

Each time Peter is forced to confront his sin – his sin of denial.  Three times he denied knowing Jesus.  Three times he chose to save himself.  And the third time, is the breaking point.  The first two times when Jesus asks Peter if he loves Him,  Jesus uses the Greek word “phileo” which is a brotherly kind of love – a love built on the mutual benefits that come in that kind of relationship.

The third time Jesus uses the Greek word “agape” which is an unconditional love – a love of choice without any regard for possible benefits.  It is a love totally focused on the other.  It is the love with which Jesus loved Peter – even as he denied Him.  It is the love that took Jesus to the cross.  It is the love that is now at work to restore Peter – to remove his guilt and shame.

It is a love that is given voice when Jesus says to Peter, “Feed my lambs.  Take care of My sheep.  Feed My sheep.”  Each time that Peter is confronted with his sin and his unworthiness to be called a disciple, Jesus speaks a word of restoration.  Not only does Jesus tell Peter that he is still part of the family, he will be a leader in the family.  He will have an integral part in the caring for the rest of the sheep.

And now Peter knows that it isn’t because of his strength or resolve.  It is because of Jesus – because of His Word – because of His love at work in and through Peter – that Peter will be all that Jesus calls him to be.  Peter is forgiven.  He has been given his life back.  And He will spend the rest of his earthly life living in the freedom of that forgiving love.

