The Story: Week Twenty-Seven – Day One
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We’re taking a break from The Story to focus on Easter this week.  I read the Lutheran Hour Ministries devotion for yesterday (Easter Sunday) and the writer based his devotion on Luke 24:35 - Then they (two of the disciples) told what had happened on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of the bread. (Luke 24:35).
These two were leaving Jerusalem and on their way home.  Some speculate that it was a husband and wife.  They are still in shock.  They are still grieving.  Darkness has descended upon them.  And they would remain there if they had to make sense of this by their own reason and strength.

But God won’t let that happen.  He won’t leave us in darkness.  He won’t leave Himself without a witness.  A stranger joins them on their way.  The stranger is Jesus.  But they don’t recognize Him.  Maybe Jesus was veiled from their view.  Maybe their grief blinded them.  Whatever the case, God was with them in the midst of their grief and confusion.

Jesus speaks to them.  He tells them why this all happened – why the Messiah had to die.  He used God’s Word – their Scriptures (the Old Testament – the Law and the Prophets) – to open their eyes to the truth.  They still don’t recognize Him.

They invite Him to stay for supper.  Jesus does.  And they recognize Him when He breaks the bread.  Their eyes are opened and they see.

Luther, in his explanation of the 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed, says, “I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified me and kept me in the true faith.”

May God continue to open our eyes to see Him and our ears to hear Him and our hearts to know Him through His Word.

The Story: Week Twenty-Seven – Day Two
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lutheran Hour devotion focused on Jesus’ appearance in the upper room where the disciples were hiding behind locked doors.  They had heard the news of the empty tomb – that Jesus was alive.  The reports seemed like nonsense to them.  They saw Jesus raise the dead (most recently Lazarus).  But who raised Jesus?

Then Jesus appears in their midst.  He comes to chase away their doubts – to bring assurance – to speak to them, to touch them and to be touched by them so that they will know for sure that He is alive.

We have a similar experience in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  Jesus comes.  He invites us to sit at His table.  He comes to us through His Word – through His Word joined to the bread and wine – to speak to us, to touch us and to be touched by us.  He comes in the midst of our struggles (whatever they might be) to assure us that He lives.  And because He lives, so do we!

What a joy that is!

The Story: Week Twenty-Seven – Day Three
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today’s devotion came from “Witness to the Light.”  It focused on Luke 24:11 – “But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.”  The writer of the devotion then wrote about the fears that often keep us from speaking about Jesus and His resurrection.  We search for the right words.  We fear rejection.

That’s what happened to the women when they shared their experience at the empty tomb with the other disciples.  Those they shared their story with didn’t believe them because their words seemed like nonsense.  That’s easy to understand.  They knew Jesus was dead.  They knew that He had been buried.  Their hope died with Him.  And now these women come with news of a resurrection.  Peter did go to the tomb to see if it was in fact empty.  He saw the empty tomb, but went away wondering.

We have to remember that our job is simply to tell the story – to tell the story of God’s work in our lives – to tell about Jesus and the resurrection that He shares with us.  Conversion and faith is God’s work.  He does the hard stuff.  We just need to be willing to share the hope that we have in Jesus’ resurrection in those opportunities that come.  We simply need to share that Word and let Him do His work.

The Story: Week Twenty-Seven – Day Four
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The devotion for today deals with the resurrection – with the bodily resurrection.  Jesus appears to the disciples who didn’t believe the report of the women.  He comes and says, “Peace be with you.”  They respond with fear.  They think that He is a ghost.

To quiet their fears, Jesus says, “Touch Me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”  He tells them to touch Him – to physically touch Him.  He is no apparition.  He is real.  He is alive.  Now they believe.

I wish that I could touch Him in that way – that Jesus would come and tell me to touch Him and see.  Then I remember that He does.  In His invitation to sit at His table and participate in the Lord’s Supper, He is asking me to touch Him and see.

What I see is the bread and wine.  What I touch is the bread and wine.  But it’s more.  Jesus has joined Himself to the bread and wine so that when I hold that bread in my hand, I hold Jesus.  He comes to be touched and to touch.

The God who is present everywhere chooses to be present with us, His children, in this special way.  He does that so that we can know Him – so that we can touch Him – so that we can see Him and believe.

The Story: Week Twenty-Six – Day Five
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today’s devotion talks about those who witnessed the resurrection were told – either by angels or by Jesus Himself – to tell others of that Good News.  Go and tell His disciples.  Go and tell Peter.  Go and tell your family, your friends, your co-workers and the stranger you meet on the street of God’s saving work done for you and for them.  Introduce them to Jesus who is the author and giver of life.  Introduce them to Jesus who gave up His life so that they could live.  Share that hope.  Share His joy.  Go and tell.

