
Saturday—May 1, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (April—June 2021) 
Scripture: Leviticus 19:18 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I’m going to reprint this morning’s devotion from Portals of Prayer. It’s entitled 
“The Redirection of Love.” It’s based on Leviticus 19:18. The focus is on how the 
love of Christ that we’ve received redirects us away from our own needs to 
serving the needs of others. I would substitute self-centered for selfishness as the 
problem that has been a problem since Adam. 
“Selfishness has been mankind’s problem since Adam and Eve. As sinners, we lie 
to build ourselves up, hoard our possessions, and reward our emotions by 
lashing out at others. Even the words “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” 
suggest that we find it easy to be self-focused (Leviticus 19:18, emphasis added). 
Certainly, selfishness may help us in this life. Through selfishness, we may have 
more stuff, more monetary security, and more personal time. But selfishness also 
destructively defies God’s command to love our neighbor, and it futilely looks to 
the self for security rather than to God. For temporary gains, our selfishness puts 
us on a path toward eternal punishment. 
However, despite our sinful selfishness, Jesus died selflessly upon the cross so 
that we might have forgiveness, life, and salvation. Through Christ’s selfless gift, 
God transforms us. In Christ, we look beyond ourselves and consider how we can 
serve our neighbor. In Christ, we see all that God has given us – our time, 
possessions, money, and talents – as service opportunities,. In Christ, our selfish 
love is redirected so that we reflect Christ’s selfless love throughout the world.” 

-Pastor Harmon 
 
Friday—April 30, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (April—June 2021) 
Scripture: Mark 5:1-2 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Scripture for today comes from a larger section describing the encounter 
that Jesus had with the Gerasene demoniac. In this episode, we see the stark 
contrast between the work of Christ who has come to save and the work of 
demons who come to destroy. 
This demon-possessed man was living among the tombs. He was an outcast. He 
had no place in the community. The people feared him and tried to keep him in 
chains, but he would break the chains. He also cut himself with stones. 
In contrast, Jesus comes to rescue him and bring him peace. Jesus, by the power 
of His word, restrains the demons. He commands them and they come out of the 



man leaving him in his right mind and at peace. The result of Jesus’ work was to 
bring this man to faith – not only to release him from the demons that tormented 
him, but to release him from the chains of sin and death that had him bound. 
Jesus restored him first to God and then to the community. Because Jesus 
delivered him from his bondage, the man wanted to follow Jesus – to go with 
Him. But Jesus told him to “go home to his family and tell them how much the 
Lord has done for you, and how He has had mercy on you.” And he did. And the 
people were amazed by what he told them. 
-Pastor Harmon 
 

Thursday—April 29, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (April—June 2021) 
Scripture: Matthew 7:25 
 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today’s devotion from Portals of Prayer is based on Matthew 7:25 – “And the 
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it 
did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” The author does a good job 
talking about the foundation upon which we are all built by God’s work through 
Baptism. She writes: 
“There is a tornado refuge in Urbandale, Iowa, that can withstand not only 
tornadoes but also nuclear weapons and all kinds of attacks. It is a very strong 
building. One could say that almost nothing can bring it down. It was made with 
the best materials and with the best foundation. Because of sin, our world is 
broken, so there are emotional and physical floods, tornadoes, and winds that 
threaten to beat on our lives. 
When we hear the words of Jesus and put them into practice, our lives are built 
with the best materials and will withstand the ups and downs of a broken world. 
Jesus died on the cross to give us a very strong life. He is our Rock, and He gives 
us the grace and strength through our new birth to build in Him on what we hear 
from Him. He becomes the foundation upon which our lives of love and service to 
our neighbor are built. A life anchored in Christ can withstand this world’s 
challenges. And God will regard our works as good that give evidence of saving 
faith in Jesus.” 
-Pastor Harmon 
 

Wednesday—April 28, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (April—June 2021) 
Scripture: Psalm 32:9 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 



Today’s devotion is based on Psalm 32:9 – “Do not be like the horse or the mule, 
which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they 
will not come to you.” The context focuses on who God is and what He does. He is 
a hiding place. He will protect you and surround you with songs of deliverance. 
He forgives our sin for Jesus’ sake and He doesn’t lie. His promises are good. 
And when He tells us that He will teach us in the way that we should go – that He 
will counsel us and watch over us – that’s when He says to not be like the mule 
who has to be controlled by bit and bridle in order to get them to come. With all 
that God has done and continues to do for us and for our good, why would we 
resist coming to Him? 
But there are many who do. They don’t read His Word. They don’t come into His 
presence at His invitation to worship Him and to receive His gifts. In their 
willfulness, they stand apart. But, as John writes, if we come to Him confessing 
our sin, He is faithful and just and will forgive our sin and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
He invites us to come and receive the gifts that are His to give. He invites us to 
come and sit at His feet in peace and hear His Word. He has come to us through 
the waters of Baptism to join us together with Himself in His death and life. In 
that union, we receive the benefits of His saving work. We are raised from death 
in sin to life in Him. 
-Pastor Harmon 
 
Tuesday—April 27, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (April—June 2021) 
Scripture: Psalm 31:5 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Psalm 31:5 is the basis for this morning’s devotion. It reads: “Into Your hand I 
commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.” The first thing to 
notice is the reason why the psalmist writes that he commits his spirit into God’s 
hands. He does that because God has redeemed him. He has bought him back. 
So the question is, from what has God redeemed him? Who has taken him captive 
and refuses to set him free unless the price is right? The answer is sin. Sin has 
taken us from God’s presence and will not give us back unless its wage is paid. 
And that wage is death. And if that wage goes unpaid, then I suffer the death that 
sin demands. 
But God took on human flesh in order to redeem me – to buy me back. He took 
my place under God’s law and lived a life of perfect obedience. He fulfilled for me 
the law’s demand that I be perfect. He then gave Himself into the hands of sin and 
died the death that it demands – the death that we deserve. Jesus paid the price 
to set us free from the chains of sin. He rescued us from death and gave us life. 



It is into those hands that the psalmist (and we) commits his spirit. It is into the 
hands of the One who gave His life so that we could live that we commit our spirit 
– that we trust our spirit to His care. He gave His life so that He could buy us back 
– so that we could know that we are His treasured child. And He has pledged to 
guard and keep us in His care today and always. 
-Pastor Harmon 
 

Monday—April 26, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (April—June 2021) 
Scripture: Psalm 24:3-5 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today’s devotion is based on Psalm 24:3-5 – “Who shall ascend the hill of the 
Lord? And who shall stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure 
heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. 
He will receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his 
salvation.” 
For us, as sinful human beings, that’s impossible. The sin that we have inherited 
from Adam has given us dirty hands and an impure heart. And there is nothing 
that we can do to change that nature. Without someone’s intervention, we would 
be lost and without hope. 
But someone did intervene. The Son of God took on human flesh so that He could 
do all that had to be done to remove Adam’s sin from us and restore us to 
fellowship with our God. Jesus satisfied the requirements listed in Psalm 24. He 
was born without sin and He lived a life of perfect obedience to His Father. He 
earned the right to ascend to the Lord and stand in His holy place. 
Through the forgiveness of our sin, He clothes us in His righteousness. Hidden in 
Christ, we can stand with Him in that holy place. When we celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper, it is a foretaste of that homecoming. Clothed in Christ’s righteousness, we 
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
-Pastor Harmon 

 


