
Saturday—July 24, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (July—September 2021) 
Scripture: Titus 3:5 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today’s devotion is based on Titus 3:3-7 and focuses on this verse: “He saved 
us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His 
own mercy by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.” 
Paul writes to Titus to remind him of God’s gracious work done by the power 
of His Word joined to the waters of Baptism. 
He calls it a washing of regeneration – renewal – a new birth. Why do we need 
that gift? We need it because we were born as descendants of Adam. We, like 
Adam, are dead in our trespasses and sin. We need to be raised to life. Our old 
nature that we inherited needs to be changed. We need to be delivered from 
the prison of sin that is that old nature. 
In Baptism, we are joined together with Jesus in His death and life. Our old 
nature is put to death and we are raised to a new life in Him. Jesus became sin 
for us so that we could become the righteousness of God in Him. By that 
washing of regeneration, we have been made righteous. By the forgiveness of 
sin won for us by Christ and given to us by Christ, we have been washed clean. 
We are new creations. 
That is God’s gift to us. May we continue to live in and rejoice in that gift of 
life. 
Pastor Harmon 
 
Friday—July 23, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (July—September 2021) 
Scripture: Ephesians 6:1 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today’s devotion from Portals of Prayer is based on Ephesians 6:1 – “Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”  That’s an important message 
for children.  It brings them benefit.  Obedience rather than rebellion is more 
often than not rewarded with blessings.  It is also an important message for 
parents because we are not to exasperate them.  We are to be good 
models.  We are to train them to obey all authority as they would obey God. 
The author of today’s devotion talks a lot about honesty – about telling the 
truth.  And that is important.  Telling the truth is always a good thing.  Honesty 
gains trust and respect.  And in order to be truth tellers, we need to know and 
live in the Truth – the Truth who is Jesus Christ.  There is a lot of   “truth” 



telling going on today and not all of it is true. 
Even our old sinful nature, who wants nothing to do with the Truth who is 
Jesus Christ, is at work to turn us to other “truths” that make life in this broken 
and sin filled world seem good and beneficial.  Knowing the Truth, listening to 
God’s Word is an absolute necessity to avoid being captured by the devil’s 
lies.  It is an absolute necessity to keep us from being conformed to the world. 
God intends to conform us to the image of His Son, Jesus Christ.  Paul writes 
that we are not to be conformed to the world.  Instead we are to be 
transformed by the renewing of our minds.  God’s Word is the means through 
which that transformation takes place. 
Jesus, by His saving work (His perfect life, His sacrificial death and His 
victorious resurrection) has opened the door for that renewal.  By His work 
through the waters of Baptism, He has begun that transformation in us.  By 
union together with Him in His life and death, we have been raised from death 
in sin to new life in Him.  Our sin has been forgiven and we are now free to live 
as children of God – children who trust in the truth of God’s Word. 
-Pastor Harmon 
 
Thursday—July 22, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (July—September 2021) 
Scripture: Psalm 150:1 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today’s devotion from Portals of Prayer is based on Psalm 150:1 – “Praise the 
Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty heavens!” The 
author uses that as an opportunity to talk about the story of God’s saving work 
through Jesus Christ that is reflected in our hymns. 
“Lutheran Service Book (LSB) is a collection of wonderful hymns hat are mini-
sermons in themselves. Here is the story and life of Christ in hymn titles (sing 
as you read): 
‘The Infant Priest Was Holy Born’ (LSB 624) near ‘Where Shepherds Lately 
Knelt’ (369). He was tucked ‘Away in a Manger’ (364), while unbeknownst to 
His parents, He was born to die on the ‘Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow’ (428) 
for me, ‘Chief of Sinners Though I Be’ (611). 
The ‘God of Grace and God of Glory’ (850) displayed ‘Amazing Grace’ (744) as 
He grew. He showed ‘Love Divine, All Loves Excelling’ (7000) during His 
ministry. Because He was ‘Built of the Rock’ (645), we can say ‘Christ Is Our 
Cornerstone’ (912). 
He chose to ‘Ride On, Ride On in Majesty’ (441) through palms and hosannas, 
knowing that He, ‘Jesus, Priceless Treasure’ (743), was the sacrificial ‘Lamb of 



God’ (550) who would die for our sins. He rose again, and now we ‘Tell Out, 
My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord’ (935) that ‘Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen’ (474)! 
Thus, ‘All Christians Who Have Been Baptized’ (596) love an ‘Eternal Father, 
Strong to Save’ (717). We ‘Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow’ (805)! 
Sing through your LSB – keep singing!” 
The point of this devotion is this: Hymnals are not just a collection of songs. 
They tell the story of God’s gracious work to save us from sin and death. 
-Pastor Harmon 
 
Wednesday—July 21, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (July—September 2021) 
Scripture: Proverbs 15:23 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today’s devotion is based on Proverbs 15:23 – “To make an apt answer is a joy 
to a man, and a word in season how good it is!” The author shares a story of an 
event in her son’s life. He was called on to pitch in the ninth inning with the 
score tied. He threw four pitches and the last one gave up the winning hit. She 
said someone told her to tell her son not to worry about the last pitch, but to 
get ready for the next one. 
That was an apt word. It probably didn’t bring much comfort to her son. But it 
was meant to move him past the disappointment and loss to focus on what’s 
next. Sin is always at work to stop us in our tracks – to demonstrate how 
hopeless our efforts are. While changing the type of pitch or the location could 
be the lesson learned in a baseball game, there is no consistent formula to 
apply to all situations. 
This word from Proverbs points us to another apt Word that came in season to 
impact our lives and set us free from the chains that sin would use to bind us. 
That Word is Jesus Christ who, in the fullness of time, came into the world to 
break sin’s chains, to rob sin of its power and to bring the hope of a future 
made secure in Him. By Jesus’ life, death and resurrection the power of sin and 
death were overthrown. The prison doors were torn down. 
By God’s Word joined to the waters of Baptism, we have been raised from 
death in sin to life in Christ. We have been made new. Our sin has been 
forgiven. We have become children of God. Our life and future are secure in 
Christ – in His hands and in His care. 
-Pastor Harmon 
 
Tuesday—July 20, 2021 
Devotional Series: Portals of Prayer (July—September 2021) 



Scripture: Psalm 126:2 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Psalm 126:2 is the focus of today’s devotion. It reads: “Then our mouth was 
filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.” It is a psalm of joy. The 
reason for that joy is restoration. It is the joy of those who were exiled and 
then brought home. 
Judah had been taken into exile by the Babylonians. God allowed them to be 
taken captive because of their sin and rebellion. They had turned away from 
Him to serve other gods. They had turned away from the life that God gives to 
a path that leads to destruction and death. 
So God, through the Babylonians, gave them a foretaste of what that path was 
like. He removed the veil of the devil’s lies that make such paths look like 
something good – something to be desired. God, through the Babylonians, 
took off the mask so that the lie could be seen for what it truly is. 
And the Israelites became a broken people. Confronted with the consequences 
of their sin, having clearly seen the nature of the path that they had chosen for 
themselves, they returned to God. They turned back to the One who had 
never turned His back on them. 
And then He brought them home. Again, a foretaste of what was to come – a 
foretaste of what they had given up when they turned to other gods. God 
brought them home. He reminded them of who they were and whose they 
were. He reminded them that by His gracious work had a home and a future 
that was secure. And their mouths were filled with laughter and their tongues 
were filled with songs of joy. 
-Pastor Harmon 

 


